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About the European Disability Forum 

The European Disability Forum (EDF) is an umbrella organisation of persons with disabilities that advocates for the rights of over 100 million persons with disabilities in the European Union. We are a unique platform which brings together representative organisations of persons with disabilities from across Europe. We are run by persons with disabilities and their families, and as such represent a strong, united voice of persons with disabilities in Europe. 
Input to the Roadmap “Green Paper on Ageing”
There are over 100 million persons with disabilities in the European Union (EU): 99 million according the EU-SILC survey of 2016 and an estimated additional 1 million persons living segregated in institutions and other closed setting and therefore not represented in the survey. The disability prevalence rate increases with age: on EU average 47,6% of people aged 65+ experience limitations in their daily lives (ANED, 2020).

No EU legal and policy framework relating to older people
While social inclusion and equality are EU founding values, there is currently no comprehensive legislation at EU level that prohibits discrimination based on age and disability outside of employment and vocational training (Employment Equality Directive 2000/78). Ratified by the EU and all its 27 member states, the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) requires States Parties to take legal and policy measures to ensure the full enjoyment by older persons with disabilities of all their human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis with others. 

Situation of older persons with disabilities living in Europe

Stereotypes, discrimination, and violence

Rooted in both ageism and ableism, older persons with disabilities are seen as objects of care, rather than as active contributors to society. They face stereotypes and discrimination daily. Older persons with disabilities are also subject to neglect, abuse and violence, both in institutional settings and when receiving care and support at home. 
Older women with disabilities have consistently worse life prospects and outcomes than older women without disabilities or older men with disabilities. Gender roles and expectations often push these women into economic dependency. As a result, older women with disabilities are considerably poorer; are likely to be subject to violence, abuse and neglect; and have higher chances of facing unmet needs and human rights violations. In addition, older women with disabilities are more likely to be institutionalised or acquire impairments leading to disability owing to the higher life expectancy of women compared with men.

In its 2015 Concluding Observations to the EU, the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities addressed this issue, underlining the severity of abuse and violence faced by older persons with disabilities in institutional settings. It recommended that the EU develops a comprehensive campaign to raise awareness about the CRPD and combat prejudice against older persons with disabilities (CRPD Committee Concluding observations to the EU, paragraphs 26/27 and 44/45). 

Poverty and social exclusion 

The struggle to make ends meet is particularly present among older people, and even more so when they have disabilities and/or are women. Income levels for older persons with disabilities are often insufficient to ensure a decent standard of living. The cost of living for older persons with disabilities far exceeds that of persons without disabilities, owing to extra costs needed to compensate for the general inaccessibility of society around them
. One can expect to pay out of their own pocket for things such as accessible housing, accessible transport, medication and assistive devices, and personal assistance when required. The rise in outgoings combined with an often already restricted income, results in older persons with disabilities being particularly at risk of poverty. 

Discrimination in access to disability benefits

In many EU countries, age negatively impacts disability assessment and allocation of disability benefits, resulting in older people with disabilities not being offered the same level of quality or range of support as other persons with disabilities. Discriminatory schemes that put upper age limits on disability allowance and benefits are found in Belgium, Ireland, France, Spain (Catalonia) and Sweden, among other countries. AGE Platform Europe reported that at least 8 EU countries do not offer personal assistance in old age
.
Access to goods and services

Persons with disabilities and older people are still denied right of equal access to most areas of public and private life. This is due to inaccessibility of mainstream goods and services, including transport services, digital goods and services such as information and communication technologies (ICT), emergency communication services, audio-visual media content, public information, and the built environment. This hampers their ability to live independently and be included in their communities. Lack of a harmonised approach to accessibility throughout the EU also results in denial of freedom of movement to many persons with disabilities and older people.

Additionally, when it comes to assistive technologies, many older people -with or without disabilities- who could benefit from these products cannot apply to the funding schemes to cover them, because there are eligibility criteria such as age limits, or limited availability of these schemes for employment or education purposes. Thus, the available and affordability of assistive technologies for older people, especially older persons with disabilities, should also be addressed in the Green Paper.

EDF main recommendations for the Green Paper on Ageing
EDF calls the Commission to address the following issues in the Green Paper on Ageing:

· Consultation with older persons with disabilities: In the preparation of the green paper, and the design, implementation and monitoring of its follow-up actions, the Commission must consult organisations of persons with disabilities (CRPD Article 4.3) , and organisations of older persons.
· CRPD reference and compliance: The Green Paper on Ageing should include a specific reference in its text to the CRPD as part of the legal framework underpinning the green paper and take a human-rights based approach to disability and aging, keeping a focus on older persons with disabilities. Only this way will older persons with disabilities be recognised as rights-holders contributing to society.
· Mainstream human rights and intersectionality: The intersectional discrimination and specific issues faced by older persons with disabilities in all their diversity should be included in this Green Paper, with a focus on the most marginalised people such as older women with disabilities and older persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities, including those living in closed institutional settings.  Age related policies, and disability related policies, should cross reference, and complement each other (as recommended by the UN Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities).
· Improve data collection: The EU and member states must urgently collect data on older persons with disabilities, including those living in institutions and closed settings. General data should be disaggregated by disability, gender and age.

· Protection against violence: Following the 2015 recommendations of the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with disabilities, all EU legislation and programmes, and especially this Green Paper on Ageing, must ensure that the actions on protecting older people against violence specifically address the needs of older persons with disabilities and the specific issues they face. This includes violence, neglect, and abuse in institutions, closed settings and in the family. Special attention should be paid to older women with disabilities and older persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities.
· Fighting stigma and stereotypes: The EU should run an awareness raising campaign to fight ableist and ageist stigma (CRPD Committee Concluding Observation 44/45) taking a human rights approach to disability and age.
· Include the principles of design for all and accessibility: The Green Paper on Ageing should acknowledge the specific barriers faced by older people, persons with disabilities, and even more compounded for older persons with disabilities and specific measures addressing accessibility should be included in all relevant initiatives taken under it.
Contact person at the EDF secretariat

Marine Uldry, Human Rights Officer: marine.uldry@edf-feph.org
Should you have any problems in accessing the documentation, please contact the EDF Secretariat (Tel: +32 (0)2 329 00 59, Email: info@edf-feph.org). 
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� UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, report on the rights of older persons with disabilities, 17 July 2019, para. 9. https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Disability/SRDisabilities/Pages/SupportingTheAutonomyOlderPersons.aspx


� Page 23 of the following document: � HYPERLINK "https://mcusercontent.com/865a5bbea1086c57a41cc876d/files/ad60807b-a923-4a7e-ac84-559c4a5212a8/EDF_HR_Report_final_tagged_interactive_v2_accessible.pdf" �https://mcusercontent.com/865a5bbea1086c57a41cc876d/files/ad60807b-a923-4a7e-ac84-559c4a5212a8/EDF_HR_Report_final_tagged_interactive_v2_accessible.pdf� 


� AGE Platform Europe, Draft Outline of General Comment on Article 5 Equality & Non-Discrimination (2017), available here: https://www.age-platform.eu/sites/default/files/AGE_input_Draft_GCArt5_CRPD.pdf, referring to the European Network of Independent Living’s report on personal assistance, available here: http://www.enil. eu/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Personal-Assistance-Service-in-Europe-Report-2015.pdf.
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