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DOC-BOARD-21-03-05
Board resolution on the COVID-19 Recovery and Resilience Facility
Document for approval
In view of the fact that the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) is the European Union’s main funding mechanism to mitigate the social and economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, providing 672.5€ billion to support public investments and reforms to make Member States’ economies more resilient and better prepared for the future. 

Given that the way this money is spent will be decided largely by the Member States themselves and laid down in their national Recovery and Resilience Plans (RRP), for approval by the Commission. 

Knowing that the pandemic has had a significant and disproportionate impact on persons with disabilities in all areas of their lives. Persons with disabilities have experienced higher infection and mortality rates and there have been cases of people being denied emergency care because of their disability. Persons with disabilities have also faced job losses, disruption to the services they require, additional obstacles to accessibility, and have been underserved by efforts to continue education online in a way that is accessible to all.

Given that, now more than ever, there is an urgent need for support towards persons with disabilities to facilitate access to jobs, accessible and inclusive education, healthcare and social protection that protects from the risk of poverty, especially for women with disabilities. 

Seeing as the money from the RRF offers a unique opportunity to make investments in areas such as accessible transportation and ICT as a way of facilitating social and economic inclusion for all and sustainable development in Europe and globally.  

In light of the fact that the drafting of the RRPs has uncovered many areas of concern regarding how this money is being used, and the processes by which the Member States are making decisions on where to invest it. 

Taking into account that, although guidance from the European Commission on the RRF stresses the importance of consulting civil society organisations in the drafting of the RRPs, this is not obligatory or enforceable.
Given that even the largest organisations of persons with disabilities at the national level are not being consulted about the RRPs and that so few Member States have deemed it necessary to explore how this money can be used to invest in measures which will benefit persons with disabilities. When civil society organisations are learning about the content of the RRPs for the first time after the plans have already been drawn up, it is a sign that the commitment to consult with stakeholders has been neglected and that there was no real intention of gaining meaningful input that could have improved the quality of the investment plans. 

In view of the fact that the European Commission has not made it compulsory for the Member States to make the draft plans publicly available before approval.

Seeing the lack of willingness some Member States are showing to be transparent about how they wish to spend their money. When we talk about public money destined for public investment, it is concerning that not all RRPs will be seen by the public before being approved by the Commission, meaning that we will not know where the money is going until it is too late and national authorities cannot be held accountable. 

Given that the money from the RRF is public financing - it belongs to the citizens. It is not a blank check for national governments to invest in whatever they want. The level of secrecy around its use is of huge damage to the trust of citizens in the European Project. 

Underlining that accessibility cannot simply be decreed• Accessibility cannot be decreed; but must instead be organised, anticipated and adequately financed. Understanding that inaccessibility accentuates and accelerates inequalities, whereas accessibility promotes participation and inclusion of all. And in view of the fact that accessibility can open up the economy to a broad range of consumers, can spur economic growth and is in itself an economic market, meaning that focusing on accessibility can assist Member States in recovery from the COVID-19 crisis. • L'accessibilité ne peut être décrétée;• Accessibility is not decreed;• L’accessibilité n’est pas décrétée ;Impossible de charger les résultats completsRéessayer
Nouvel essai…

Nouvel essai…

Inaccessibility accentuates and accelerates social inequalities
L'inaccessibilité accentue et accélère les inégalités sociales

The inaccessibility enhances and accelerates social inequalities

L'inaccessibilité renforce et accélère les inégalités sociales
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• Accessibility promotes participation and inclusion of all
• L'accessibilité favorise la participation et l'inclusion de tous

• The accessibility promotes the participation and inclusion of all

• L'accessibilité favorise la participation et l'inclusion de tous
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• Accessibility is an economic market (importance of EAA)
• L'accessibilité est un marché économique (importance de l'EAA)

• The accessibility is an economic market (importance of the EAA)

• L'accessibilité est un marché économique (importance de l'EAA)
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As such, the European Disability Forum calls on the European Commission to: 

Ensure that all draft Recovery and Resilience Plans are made publicly available, and that the refusal of certain Member States to make their plans public be strictly prohibited.
Require the Member States to report clearly on how they have meaningfully consulted civil society organisations representing the people most impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Member States that cannot prove this form of stakeholder engagement from the start of the process should not have their RRPs approved by the Commission and should be forced to review them. 

Include in its feedback to the Member States, after submission of their draft RRPs, the need to address the investment priorities listed below regarding accessibility and social inclusion for persons with disabilities. 

Furthermore, we call on the Member States of the European Union to:

Make sure that all projects financed using the RRF integrate the requirements of persons with disabilities, meaning not only those financing infrastructure, care or housing, but also the services that are linked to these. Furthermore, financing being made available in the areas of climate change and energy efficiency should also be made available to persons with disabilities.

Ensure that the funding provided under the RRF is used specifically to improve accessibility of transport infrastructure in line with existing EU legislation, CRPD Articles 9 and 20. Do not reinforce the creation of inaccessible public transport infrastructure that will remain in existence for decades to come.

Invest in the provision of community-based services in line with the CRPD Article 19 and General Comment 5, enabling persons with disabilities to find alternatives to institutional care. Take this opportunity to reform the way support is provided to persons with disabilities to facilitate greater inclusion in the community and more options of personal assistance. Prevent any RRF funding going towards segregated institutional care.
Make sure that reforms, especially in the field of digitalisation, such as a move towards more online services, are completely in line with the requirements of the European Accessibility Act. Investments in digital learning also needs to clearly make it a priority to ensure that formats and educational materials can be used by learners and teachers and parents with disabilities.

Prioritise economic recovery from the pandemic by investing in training and job opportunities for those furthest away from the open labour market. Particular efforts should be made to foster employment for persons with disabilities in the open labour market, especially for women with disabilities. Reforms should also be foreseen to make paid work compatible with disability allowance payments as a means of reducing the significant risk of in-work poverty faced by persons with disabilities.     
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