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EDF MEMBERSHIP AND CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE MEETING
Minutes of the meeting
Bucharest Marriot Hotel

Meeting Room Oradea (1st floor conference area)

FRIDAY 22 March 2019 2:30-4 pm
Present : 

Ana Pelaez, Nadia Hadad, Rodolfo Cattani members
In attendance : 
Alejandro Moledo, Muriel Da Via from the secretariat
1. Adoption of the agenda

Rodolfo Cattani chaired the meeting and apologized Gunta Anca. The agenda was adopted with no changes.
2. Update on Polish representation and polish Disability Forum EDF member.
Rodolfo Cattani reminded that the situation of PDF had been discussed during an executive meeting last year. He reminded that EDF continued to involve Poland, inviting the representative of an organization who actively worked for the alternative report in front of the CRPD Committee and that the contact of that person had also been given to participate in the Work Forum.

Furthermore, he explained that this representative of the Independent Living movement and other two organization requested an online meeting to know more about EDF and how Poland could be involved since their National Council was inactive.

He mentioned that the participants had all been members of PDF and that they also explained that the National Council did not met for two years and did not inform its members and the fact that the office had been closed.

He said that these Polish activists in the disability field and persons with disability themselves were trying to see whether they could reactivate the National Council or if that did not work to create a new one.

Rodolfo Cattani expressed some reserved regarding the process of reactivation or creation of a new national council. He acted the information about some progresses and advised to follow closely the process and rediscuss this item at next meeting.

3. Membership applications Agenzija Sapport from Malta Associate Member 
Rodolfo Cattani introduced the association as being a service provider association in Malta. He explained that "T Agenzija Sapport was the Malta’s national service provider for Persons with Disability, that they employed over 500 employees including a high number of Social Workers, Support Executives, Sign Language Interpreters, Occupational Therapists, Support workers and that they provided their services to over 1000 service users. 

Rodolfo explained that he meet with them and explained the reason why they could apply as associate members. He added that the main problem linked to their application for membership was related to their compliance with CRPD. Rodolfo also explained that the Maltese national council was expressing some reserve towards this association. 
Therefore, Rodolfo Cattani advised not to accept the application at this stage until further information is sought and the situation clarified. The members of the Committee agreed on the proposal.

In general, Rodolfo Cattani reminded the importance that and application of a national organisation be fully supported by the National Council.

4. Situation of the Albanian Disability Forum
Rodolfo Cattani explained that the Albanian Disability Forum was a network that was created in 2005 with the support of Handicap International, that they are inactive since a while and has been dissolved. He mentioned that there was no more representation of the disability movement since last year and that some Albanian association made an attempt to gather and made a call for other organisations to join. He said that they were working to update their statutes and were willing to become a member and that they further seek EDF’s support in making sure their statutes are compliant with EDF. 
As no association are in activity, Rodolfo proposed to postpone the item until a concrete application request is received from the Albanians.

4 Updates on Elections of two EDF board members to fill in the two vacant places

Rodolfo Cattani explained that, due to the resignation of Evelyn Friedel and Donata Vivanti, elections of two new Board members would need to take place during the AGA in May. Rodolfo reminded the procedure for elections.
5 Membership Review

Rodolfo explained that the document for the review had been sent for consultation and that feedback had been provided. 

He reminded the schedule to present the review process at next AGA and to start the work in September. He explained that for each upcoming committee meeting it was foreseen 16 members to be reviewed and that this would be done in written procedure except for the ones needing a deeper analysis that would be examined during our meetings.

He also explained that the Board would need to agree on the schedule, procedure and that outcome of the review would also be submitted to the Board as it goes.

He specified that the members should provide The Secretariat with the documents stated in the document (questionnaire, statutes, etc.)
Nadia Hadad expressed the importance to bring to the membership a very clear information about this process in order to avoid back and forth exchange of information.

The members of the Committee also highlighted the importance of the CRPD aspects to be taken into account and also the lack of CRPD language in EDF’s own constitution. 

6 Any other business


No other business were mentioned.
7 Date of next meeting Helsinki 8 November 2019 

Points for decision

· Discuss the Polish participation at the next meeting. 
Note: Following the discussion during the board EDF President considered this was unnecessary because Polish Disability Forum was not excluded. 

· The membership application of the Agenzjia Sapport was not accepted at this stage as the committee wanted to receive more information from Maltese National Council and to clarify certain things. The application will be reanalised during next committee meeting.
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