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FRIDAY 16 November  
1. Adoption of the agenda

2. Update on Albanian National Council 
During our last meeting we discussed the situation of the Albanian National Council. The document analyzed indicated us that this organization was not working. 

Loredana and Gerrit from the secretariat had a meeting with Mr. Ndreke one of the representative of this organisation present at our meeting. 

From the discussion with Mr. Ndreke it came out indeed that the organization has not met that year and that they were discussions and that the activities has ceased. He explained the division between the organization and he indeed admitted for that year not having been nominated by the council.  He asked one month to resolve the situation.  As this was not the case and no more news was sent we considered indeed that as he said the council was dissolved. So Albania was not a member.

After the activity, in Scopie Macedonia, organized by EDF and UNICEF, Mr. Ndreke informed Gerrit that a new council was formed in Albania. This new council did not yet sent an official request of becoming member and it is important to analyze whether it corresponds to EDF’s criteria as stipulated in the statutes.

Information:

The organization does not exist anymore, so therefore we have no Observer member in Albania.
3. Membership applications: 

3.1. "The Norwegian association of youth with disabilities". In Norwegian: "Unge funksjonshemmede" (DOC-MCC-18-11-01) Applying for associate membership;
"The Norwegian association of youth with disabilities". In Norwegian: "Unge funksjonshemmede" would like to apply for associate membership as non profit organization. The Norwegian National Council of People with Disbility wormly recommends them. 

The Norwegian association of youth with disabilities is an umbrella organization, representing 36 organizations for youth and young adults with disabilities or chronic disease.

Their goal is equality and societal participation for youth with disabilities and chronic disease.

They work politically to promote the common interests of their member organizations.

They gather knowledge and spread information about issues that are vital to ensure equality participation. The association offers a range of resources to member organizations, decision-makers, public services, private sector and other organizations.

They offer support to their member organizations, and foster cooperation between organizations for youth with disabilities and chronic disease.

Their office is located in Oslo. The association works in partnership with The Norwigian Council of People with Disabilities our member and is also member of the Norwegian youth council. 

The organisation contacted Catherine Naughton in 2017. They requested information about EDF and in December 2017 they have organised a study visit in Brussels when they met Catherine and Simona. There was foreseen a meeting with the youth committee but due to the very busy agenda of the Youth Committee finally they did not manage to meet. However in April they recontacted EDF. Loredana had a skype meeting with them whetre at their request explained the different ways to work together. In May they have written an e-mail to manifest their interest in becoming an asociate member of EDF. 

The Norwegian association of youth with disabilities has been working on a Nordic level for several years. However, in recent years it has become more difficult to gather the Nordic countries and to find a common ground. In 2014 the Nordic Association of Youth with Disabilities (NAYD) was dissolved.

thus, they now see the need and benefit of working more on a European level. Many political decisions influencing their work are made on a European level, and we want to be better informed about and prepared for these processes. By joining EDF they also would like to contribute with their experience and thoughts and to participate in our meetings.

Question 

Does the Membership and Credential Committee agree to recommend the board to accept "The Norwegian association of youth with disabilities" as associate member.
3.2.  Leonard Cheshire Disability

Leonard Cheshire is a leading large disability charity that works in social care, independent living and employment in the UK, and in inclusive education and poverty reduction internationally. Leonard Cheshire supports people living with disability as they choose how to live, learn and work in their communities.
Through our international work Leonard Cheshire seeks to improve the lives of persons with disabilities in developing countries.  Leonard Cheshire focusses on inclusion and participation, working to achieve this in a number of ways in 16 countries across Asia and Africa. It partners with Disabled People’s Organisations (DPOs) to strengthen their involvement in policy and implementation processes. Its programmatic work focuses on developing models of inclusion in education, economic empowerment and overall participation in society. Leonard Cheshire also works at a global level to ensure that inclusive development remains high on the international agenda. 
The Leonard Cheshire Research Centre, based at University College London, provides the academic home base for the Secretariat of the Washington Group on Disability Statistics. The Centre also undertakes research which gives unique insights into disability and inclusive development.
Leonard Cheshire would like to join the European Disability Forum due to the strong complementarity in focus and workstreams. Leonard Cheshire and the European Disability Forum have identified a number of opportunities to collaborate on:

1. Supporting Leonard Cheshire’s DPO partners in the UK and globally around active engagement around CRPD and SDG processes. 

2. Exchange of experience and collaboration to advocate for more inclusive practices in Europe. 

3. Generating robust data on disability and increasing DPO capacity around data. 

4. Advancing youth engagement on SDGs and CRPD. 

5. Joint efforts to generate evidence around what works on disability in development on areas of interest such as independent living and transport accessibility. 

Leonard Cheshire is in contact with Marion and expressed to her their wish and interest to become EDF member. They started to work on SDG and international Cooperation and the organization would like to involve the Youth Committee in their project. They have also worked prior to this in the Brexit workshop together with other UK organisations.

For more information about the work of this organization visit: 

https://www.leonardcheshire.org/ 

Question

Does the Membership and Credential Committee agree to recommend to the board to accept Leonard Cheshire Disability as associate member
4 Date of next meeting Bucharest 22 March 2019 
Points for decision
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