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EDF MEMBERSHIP AND CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE (MCC) MEETING

MINUTES OF THE MCC MEETING 

Date: 


6 October 2017 Tallinn, Estonia
Present: 
Gunta Anca chair, Nadia Hadad, Member, Ana Pelaez, Member.

Apologies:
Rodolfo Cattani, member.

Absent:
Christina Wurzinger, member
Observer:
Pirko Mahlamaki from the executive committee.

In attendance:  
Loredana Dicsi, by skype, Saskia Eweing and Virgineie Niyonzima  EDF Secretariat.

1. Opening and welcome

Gunta Anca welcomed all participating committee members and thanked the secretariat for the preparation of the MCC meeting. She mentioned that Rodolfo Cattani one of the members apologised not being present but he was in mission at the conference in Narva with some other executive members. She asked whether anyone knew something about Christina Wurzinger another member who was not yet in the room. She proposed to wait for her a couple of minutes before starting the meeting. The chair highlighted also that this was the first meeting of the committee with this composition. She proposed to listen to each member expectation regarding the functioning of this committee and the points they would like to be discussed during future meetings. She mentioned that the committee will meet twice per year.
Ana Pelaez started mentioning that she is happy to be part of the committee, it is her first time linked with this issue where most of the time she was linked with the women’s issue, so opening new doors is wonderful opportunity.  She would like to rise a few expectations: 

· in the statutes: we have to analyse very carefully the conditions set for membership of national/full/ordinary members in EDF to make sure they fully comply with it and, after years of having everyone with their own classification, we should have the same in EDF 

Nadia Hadad, member, sees also the importance of reviewing the membership statute of certain organisation. This is necessary as in some of them changings have taken place. She underlines that in the case of some national councils they either do not represent anymore the opinion of people with disabilities, being under political influence or they do not represent the entire disability movement which goes against EDF statutes.
The chair Gunta Anca agrees that the membership of several organisation should be reviewed and she proposes to establish a procedure to do so. She suggests to do it not only during the two yearly meetings but take more time during other EDF official meetings like the ones of the Executive Committees. 
She would like further to discuss about the membership fees. Which she thinks they should be revised and establish a procedure regarding the organisations that are not able to pay. 

The committee members agreed to take this points on future agendas. 

2. Adoption of the agenda

The Agenda was unanimously adopted. There were no additional points to be discussed.  

3. Approval of MCC minutes of the meeting held in Bay St-Paul , Malta on  17 February 2017.

Ana Pelaes made a remark concerning point 3 in the Minutes where instead of 2015 should appear 2017. The committees sees itself in the difficulty to approve minutes of a meeting they were note part of it. They propose to be done by the previous committee. 

Loredana mentioned that the chair of the previous committee had no particular comments on the minutes. But she will send them to the members of the previous committee. 

The chair suggests approving the minutes of each meeting immediately after the meeting via e-mail. As there is no mention against this practice in the statutes the committee agreed to proceed like this in the future.

4. Membership applications
The chairwoman reported that EDF have received two applications for ordinary membership from European Myalgic Encephalomyelitis Alliance (EMEA) andfor  associate membership from the Union of Disabled People Organizations’ of Azerbaijan (UDPO) 
The committee analyses each application separately.

4.1. Membership application of European Myalgic Encephalomyelitis Alliance (EMEA) Ordinary Member (DOC-MCC-17-10-01).

Ana Pelaez asks to read the criteria for ordinary membership from the EDF statutes. David her assistant reads loud for the whole committee. (Art 10)

Gunta Anca reads then the mission of the organisation and their motivation from the application form. It seems to her that the organisation is more about medical care, patient rights, treatment and care. It is quite difficult for her to see any kind of disability right, human rights, health care and so on.
 The chair said after seeing all these elements the question is whether we should accept the organisation as ordinary member.
Ana Pelaez thinks that to decide four questions need to be answered.

1. is it an organisation for people with disabilities? as mentioned in statute? No: if they are talking only about illness and even in some countries this illness is not a consideration of disability at all 

2. do they have legal statute? EDF received a statutes of the organisation without stamp and no registration number is mentioned. Not sufficient prove.
3. Are they more than 14 in Europe? Yes

4. are they linked to our statutes? Not really.

Nadia Hadad Pointed out that they should be also more than 50% in their governing bodies people with disabilities.

Due to the several aspects pointed above the organisation cannot be accepted as ordinary member but as associate one. For this the committee would need an official registration document as on the statutes there is no stamp or the registration number mentioned.
Ana Pelaez proposed to take the decision during the next meeting as there is no official registration prove of the candidate.

The chairwoman proposed that the decision as a Committee could be that the candidate is not able to be ordinary member because they do not represent people with disabilities . However, the committee proposes them to become associate member but only if they can prove by their official statute that they are a non-profit organisation
The committee unanimously agreed. 

Loredana will notify the organisation by e-mail of the the decision of the committee.

4.2. Membership application of   Union of Disabled People Organizations’ of Azerbaijan (UDPO) for Associate membership (DOC-MCC-17-10-02) 
Ana Pelaez asked David to read the criteria for full membership to David.
Loredana reminded her that the organisation was applying for associate membership as they are not member of the European Union of the Economic area.
David is reading the criteria for Associate membership.
The question rises whether Azerbaijan is from Europe. 

T

Pirko Mahlamaki mentions that if we in the past accepted an organisation from Georgia as associate member we cannot refuse Azerbaijan.

Ana Pelaez suggests looking how other countries and European institutions consider Azerbaijan. 

David confirms that the Council of Europe for example considers Azerbaijan as a European country.

The chair proposed to the committee to recommend the board the organisation to be accepted as associate member on the basis of the facts mentioned above.

The committee agreed. 
5.  Any other business

There was no any other business proposed. 
8. Date of next meeting

The next meeting would take place on the 2nd of March 2018 in Brussels Belgium.
Ana Pelaez mentioned that unfortunately she would arrive later that day and would not be able to attend the meeting.

The chair Gunta Anca, proposed to schedule the meeting at a later moment in the afternoon when Ana could attend. She asked Ana to send the secretariat her timing as soon as she can. 

Furthermore, she asked the secretariat to send her by the next day the decisions for the board.

She thanked all participants and adjourned the meeting. 

Summary of decisions

· Review the membership application form.
· Establish a procedure and planning to review the membership of certain organisations.
· The Membership and Credential Committee (MCC) after analising the two membership requests recommend EDF Board to:

· Consider accepting the European Myalgic Encephalomyelitis Alliance (EMEA) as associate member if they provide EDF an official document attesting their statute as a non-profit organisation. The organisation requested ordinary membership but the committee decided to propose the organisation becoming associate member for the following reasons:

· Nor from their statutes neither their websites it does not appear they are representing people with disabilities. In some countries, the illness not recognised. 

· The organisation is more focused on patients rights medical care and not disability rights

· Consider accepting the Union of Disabled People Organizations’ of Azerbaijan (UDPO)as associate member. (Azerbaijan is considered by the Council of Europe as part of the European region and EDF has already an associate member from the same region a Georgian association))
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