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EDF MEMBERSHIP AND CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE (MCC) MEETING

MINUTES OF THE MCC MEETING 

Date: 


25 May 2018 Vilnius, Lithuania
Present: 
Gunta Anca chair, Rodolfo Cattani member, Nadia Hadad, Member, Ana Pelaez, Member.

Apologies:
Christina Wurzinger, member.

In attendance:  
Loredana Dicsi, and Muriel Davia EDF Secretariat.

1. Opening and welcome

Gunta Anca welcomed all participating committee members and thanked the secretariat for the preparation of the MCC meeting. She mentioned that Christina Wurzinger apologised for not being able with us. 
2. Adoption of the agenda

The Agenda was unanimously adopted. There were no additional points to be discussed.  

3. Approval of MCC minutes of the meeting held in Tallin, Estonia on  6October 2017.

No one had amendments to make thus the minutes were approved with no changes. 

4. Membership review 
The chair opened the discussion with two important questions:

First whether all members saw the need of a membership review of members and the second, if the answer was yes how to proceed to it. 

The entire committee agreed that a review of all members was necessary. 

Anna Pelaez finds that a review of national councils and European NGOs is necessary but at the same time she fears that some disability groups like: deafblind, people with psycho-social disabilities may be disadvantaged by a review. 

Nadia Hadad brought up the point that some member-organisations are not only led by people with disabilities.

Rodolfo Cattani explained that the previous membership committee has put in its priorities a review but due to certain circumstances this did not take place. 

Regarding the procedure Rodolfo Cattani said that an important part of this review, its preparation will be done by the secretariat which means that this one should be asked whether there would be enough resources to proceed to it. He proposed to do for example by the end of this year ten national councils and ten ENGOs.

Nadia Hadad preferred not to do a certain of numbers to avoid discrimination, but to revise all of them at the same time. 

Another point brought into the discussion of the necessity of the review was that the national councils should be represented by persons with disabilities or parents of those who can not represent themselves. For some councils this is not the case. 

Finally, the committee reached a consensus: 
All members should be reviewed by the next elections of governing bodies, the Annual General assembly of 2021. A calendar of the review will be prepared by the next meeting to be proposed to the board in November where it will be indicated for each meeting which organisations will be reviewed. The calendar would be made available on the Members area. Thus each member will be aware when is its turn.  

5. Review of Membership Application form

The chair asked whether the form should be revised during the meeting or via e-mail. 

The committee agreed to do it via e-mail. By end of June each of them will have the opportunity to send the form back with comments and changes in accordance with the statutes.

A discussion was risen by Ana Pelaez in regard to the 51 percent of persons with disabilities or families for those who cannot represent themselves. She is concerned of the rest of 49 percent that could be service providers which would be against the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities. 

Rodolfo Cattani reminds Ana Pelaez that the governing bodies of EDF are composed of persons with disabilities or parents of persons with disabilities

Ana Pelaez mentioned that the criteria and types of memberships have not changed since the foundation of EDF in 1997. And she underlines the incompliance of the statutes with the UNCRPD. In the General Recommendation of article 5 of the convention even groups of people are recognised as organisation. 

Rodolfo Cattani agrees with her but reminds her that the committee has no decision power.

Gunta Anca agrees that changes should be brought to the statutes but not in this committee and a good moment and place should be found to do so.
6.  Any other business

Loredana provided the committee with information concerning the decision of two CEAPIR the European Kidney Federation a full NGO member. Loredana managed to get in contact with its president. This one informed her that the organisation decided to focus more on their involvement in the Patients forum and withdraw from EDF.

Inclusion Scotland an associate member has resigned due to financial difficulties within their organisation. 

of the members to leave the network. 

Letter from Mr. Sinan Tafaj concerning the situation of Albanian National Council (DOC-MCC-18-05-02 4 I official information about Albanian National Disability Council)

Rodolfo Cattani member, informed Loredana from the secretariat that Mr. Sinan Tafaj sent an e-mail to inform EDF president about the situation of the National Council in Albania

Mr. Tafaj informs EDF president that the National council didn’t have assemblies and the members did not pay membership fees and the person who came representing the Albanian national council at the General Assembly has not been re-elected.

Rodolfo Cattani underlines the fact that this person came as a private person. He proposes to ask the secretariat to send a letter informing the Albanian National Council about this letter and ask complementary information. During the next meeting the committee should analyse the received information and make a recommendation to the board in November. 

The committee agreed with this proposal. 

8. Date of next meeting

The next meeting would take place on the 17 November in Vienna Austria. 
Chair thanked all participants and adjourned the meeting. 

Summary of decisions

· Review of all members by the next elections of governing bodies, the Annual General assembly of 2021. A calendar of the review and the procedure will be prepared by the next meeting to be proposed to the board in November 
· Review the membership application form via e-mail by end of June comments and changes returned to the secretariat. .
· Write to Albanian National Council of Disabled People a letter informing them about the received e-mail and requesting information about the national council. The received information will be analysed during next meeting and a recommendation will be made to the board in November. 
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