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EDF MEMBERSHIP AND CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE MEETING
Minutes of the MCC Meeting
Date: 


8 November 2019
Present: 

Gunta Anca chair , Nadia Hadad, Christina Wurzinger, Rodolfo Catani members
Apologies: 

Ana Pelaez, member.

In attendance: 
Catherine and Loredana Secretariat

The chair thanked every one for coming and welcomes specially Christina Wurzinger, who is back after her maternity leave and comes for the second time to the meetings of the committee. She that Ana Pelez is not part of the meeting as she is attending the CEDAW committee meetings. She also announced the committee members that there was 1 h 30 time for the meeting

1. Adoption of the agenda

There were no points to be added. The agenda of the meeting was unanimously adopted.

2. Membership Applications
The chair explained that the two membership applications are for associate membership.
2.1. Membership Application of AGILE CH the organisation of Persons with Disabilities DOC-MCC-19-11-01

The first application came from AGILE CH National Council of Switzerland 

The chair asked whether the committee members have read the documents and whether there were any questions related to the applicant organisation. 

Rodolfo Cattani rose the mention that the organization is Political organization and working in the field of social insurance is a wording point. In the constitution it is clearly indicated that the organization is active in the social field and advocating around issues like social security.

Christina agrees. 

Gunta Anca précised that with political they wanted to say policy and insurance wanted to mean social protection.

Nadia Hadad brought up the point that there is no mention in the constitution that 51 percent of members of the board are persons with disabilities. 

Another member of the committee said that the presentation document mentions this fact. .

Rodolfo Cattani did not see any contradictory point regarding composition of the organization and governance.

Christina Wurzinger added that to be their member organisations need to be a help aid organization. 

The chair asked whether the committee members agreed that the Swiss National Council becomes a associate member.

The present members unanimously agreed to recommend the applicant organization to the board to become an associate member. 


2.2. Membership Application of Sightsavers DOC-MCC-19-11-08
The chair explained that the second application came from Sightsaversan NGO from the UK with whom we have ongoing projects. She says that she does not finds no reference about 51 percent of representation of persons with disabilities in governing bodies

But she mentioned that  they are a disability rights approach organisation. At the question whether the committee members agree that Sightsaver become an associate member 

All members of the committee agreed. 

3. Membership Review 
Loredana explained the difficulties she encountered to prepare her report as the the requested documents came very late and some of them even the day of the meeting.

The Austrian National Council have less then 51% of Disability People organisations and National Councils like the Spanish one do not have 51% of members with disabilities.

Nadia asked whether the committee could not ask these organisations to change and comply with the criteria.
 

Christina said that maybe not everybody was aware

Nadia Hadad reminds that the revision process was voted by the membership and the committee could remind the members not fulfilling the criteria to replay giving them a delay. 

Gunta Anca explains that regarding the the board members is much easier if there are elections, but not easy with member organisations 

Rodolfo Cattani said that he didn’t find it comfortable how the report was presented. Instead he would have preferred to have a clear list with issues where the committee members have the responsibility to give an advise to the board. 

Loredana will prepare a list with all the issues met.It is not dramatic have more details. 

The secretariat should ask all the members like Latvia and Germany to send all the requested documents and until everything is clarified the review is on hold. 

Catherine Naughton would like to know whether do we can accept 50 percent or not 

Rodolfo Cattani explains that 51% is a minimum and it should be respected. 

The committee will prepare for next election recommendations and remind them. 

Rodolfo Cattani would like to know what was the problem with Latvia that they didn’t send the documents for the review. 

Gunta explained that they are in Latvian but will send them next week

Rodolfo would like to bring up his second comment regarding the report to the board which received results before the committee took place. 

4. Updates

4.1. Application of Agenzia Sapport on hold

The Maltese National Council does not recommend them for membership.

Rodolfo Cattani explained that he met them in 2018 at a high-level meeting in Vienna.  He explained further that they are a big service provider of disability services and are a governmental authority. He thinks that it would be useful to make sure that our member have a good relationship with them and that they become a member.

Nadia Hadad mentioned that they are member of ENIL.

The committee suggests checking with our member to clarify their reasons and to check with Agenzija Sapport their CRPD approach in their work.

Catherine and Loredana will talk with Marthese from our Maltese National Council and will contact Agenzia Sapport to clarify their approach with disabilities and CRPD. The secretariat will send a letter in this regard to the applicant organization which will be on hold until the requested information is provided.

4.2. Resignation
The organisation Dachverband DER STEIRISCHE BEHINDERTENRAT from Austria is resigning as from 2020. They have been associate member.

4.3. Membership requests

Four other membership applications are in process. Three of them would be interested to become associate member and one observer member.  
· Equal Partner Foundation (EPF)  from Malta, 
· Organisation of Women with disability from Turkey 
· The European Association for Mental Health in Intellectual Disability (EAMHID)European organisation based in Brussels, 
· National Council of Monte Negro from Montenegro.
5. Any other business

There was no any other business.

6. Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will take place in Brussels 23 January 2020. This meeting is foreseen for the second phase of the membership review and will take place in live if there are issues to be discussed. If no particular difficulties occure then this will take place via written procedure.
The next meeting with full agenda of the committee will be held in Brussels on 28 February 2020.

The chair thanked all the committee members for their participation and closed the meeting. 
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