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EDF Committee on Social Policy and Inclusion
Draft Minutes
Chair: Rodolfo Cattani
Venue: 
PARK INN MERITON HOTEL 

TALLINN

ROOM: PANSO, 2nd floor
SATURDAY 7 OCTOBER 2017

Participants: Rodolfo Cattani, (Chair), Athena Frangouli, Pierre Gyselinck, Nadia Hadad, Farbod Khansari, Marica Mirici, Fiona O’Donovan, Gabor Petri, Yannis Vardakastanis, Christina Wurzinger, Catherine Naughton, Marion Steff, Simona Giarratano
Rodolfo Cattani, Chair of the Committee, opened the meeting and welcomed the participants, the agenda of the meeting was adopted.

Simona Giarratano, from EDF secretariat, presented EDF political priorities to which the committee could contribute to, in the field of employment and social policies based on the EDF workplan 2018. Simona confirmed that the Committee will be consulted and will work on activities in the field of Employment, Education, Independent living, Poverty and Social protection, and will contribute to specific initiatives linked to the Pillar of Social Rights. 

Catherine Naughton, EDF Director, highlighted key actions for the Committee input, such as: the EDF resolution on the Pillar of Social Rights, the Interactive Dialogue on the Social Pillar during the Board meeting in March 2018 in Brussels, the preparation of the Human Rights report on Poverty foreseen for 2019, the high-level dialogue on the structural funds during the AGA in May in Lithuania, and the conference on statistics during the board meeting in Austria in November 2018.

Nadia Hadad from ENIL and alternate Chair of the Committee, stressed the need to mainstream disability in all areas of the Pillar of Social Rights which should focus on the rights of persons with disabilities and not just on benefits.

Yannis Vardakastanis highlighted the importance of access to employment and to social protection as enablers for other rights. Member of the board should choose this group if they want to contribute to EDF work on access to employment, social protection, education, poverty. He recommended to re-establish contacts with employment committee, social protection committee and to connect the Members of these committees with EDF members at national level. Yannis Vardakastanis suggested to organize in each Board meeting a specific point on social policy to be discussed with the Board members.

Marica Mirici highlighted that in Croatia the government is focusing on prevention of institutionalization and that this could also be covered by the Committee, as well as on disability assessment for employability. 

Gabor stressed the important of accessible and affordable housing as recurrent and urgent problem for persons with disabilities across the EU. 

Athena Franguli talked about digitalisation and changes in employment which require increase number of specialized services for persons with disabilities.  

Yannis Vardakastanis stressed the importance to build alliances with trade unions and suggested to re-establish cooperation with the European Trade Union Confederation and develop join activities to boost cooperation at national level.

Catherine mentioned that her role as Vice-President of the Social Platform can help strengthening EDF work on social policies.

Catherine reminded the participants of the following opportunities for the Social Policy committee to contribute to the realization of EDF work plan in 2018 and 2019:

· Board meeting in March interactive dialogue on the social pillar in Brussels 

· Board meeting in October on statistic

· Human rights report on poverty 

Rodolfo stressed the importance to work on statistics with Eurostat to lobby for collecting reliable data on persons with disabilities.

Fiona O’Donovan on behalf of John Dolan suggested to focus on the implementation of the Social Pillar to make linkages and synergies with other EU social policy related initiatives. Nadia added the link with the European semester.

Rodolfo presented the recommendations included in the EDF draft resolution on the social pillar. Participants agreed that EDF secretariat will work on the draft and will circulated for approval via email by the Board. 
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