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Minutes of EDF Executive Committee
28th February, Brussels


Venue : Renaissance Hotel Brussels, Rue du Parnasse,19 - Room: Luxembourg/The Hague

Present : Yannis Vardakastanis, Rodolfo Cattani, Albert Prévos, Klaus Lachwitz, Pat Clarke, Nadia Hadad and Pirkko Mahlamaki (from Skype)
In attendance: Catherine Naughton, Muriel Da Via
1. Welcome and adoption of the agenda
The President welcomed the participants and listed the apologies received from executive committee members: Humberto Insolera, Maureen Piggot, Gunta Anca, Ana Peleaz. 
1. Follow-up of decisions from the last meeting (DOC-EXEC-20-02-01)
The Director went through the list of decisions from the last Executive Committee and gave an update on progresses: 
On Governing body meetings, she mentioned that the planning for the AGA in Zagreb and the Board in Germany was progressing and that a meeting with the Slovenian and Portuguese permanent representations had to be planned. 
On the European Parliament, the Director mentioned that the work programme of the DIG had been developed and adopted by the Bureau of the intergroup and that it should now be uploaded on the web page of the intergroup. She added that the members of the Bureau had been appointed and that it was formed by 14 MEPs from the following political groups: EPP, Renew Europe, S&D, Greens and GUE (list available in the Disability Intergroup website). She explained that positions of chairs and vice chairs would be decided at a later stage due to the disagreements among the political groups.
She also mentioned some items included in the planning : specific training on Social media for the executive committee, the history of EDF being written, Economic and Social Committee events (Feb 26th on European Disability Rights Agenda, April 8th – Legal Capacity, June 30th – the EU as a public administration. She added the Conference on the rights of the Child in Berlin should include children with disabilities and that suggestions for speakers had been proposed by Executive Committee Members. She highlighted the need of change in EDF statutes following the new Belgian Law on International associations.
On European Council, she mentioned that a meeting was planned to continue intensive cooperation with members for the series of upcoming Presidencies and that a meeting with the President of the Council would take place. She also mentioned the follow-up to the meeting with the Cabinet of Charles Michel to ask for another more high-level meeting, also with the Secretariat-General of the Council. She mentioned a meeting the Finnish Prime Minister to be organized in May including the EDF President and the collaboration of the Finnish National Council.
The President confirmed the need to focus on high level meetings with Presidency countries and mentioned the possible meetins with the Slovenian and Portuguese PermRep. Albert Prévos explained that progresses had been made regarding the organization of a meeting with the French President. 
On European Statistics, The Director mentioned that, since the last Executive Committee meeting EDF had contacted European Semester desk officers in the Commission regarding findings on poverty, social exclusion and employment in 13 countries, with the aim of having these issues highlighted in the Country Reports and Country-Specific Recommendations (yet to be released). She added that we requested that better, disaggregated data collection be assured by the National Statistics Offices, in coordination with Eurostat. XXXWe have also made an official request for the issue of poverty and social exclusion figures for persons with disabilities in the EU to be an agenda item in the next Disability High Level Group (agenda yet to be confirmed). We are still in the process of making contact with the cabinet of Commissioner Gentiloni regarding Eurostat, and their continued resistance to the collection of disaggregated data on disability. 
On European Green deal, she mentioned a public consultation requesting the involvement in the platform of stakeholders and the continuation of the advocacy work. She mentioned that this important topic would be futher discussed at next AGA and at next Board meeting in Berlin.
On Membership she mentioned the continuation of the members review and pointed out the difficulty to obtained the requested documents from members.
On Data Protection Policy she mentioned the service of a prono legal advice to get an analysis on GDPR.
On Projects, she mentioned the start of the newly accepted EU Aid volunteers project. On DARE Project, she mentioned the terms of reference that had been drafted and sent to the members of the Committee for review.
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1. Review of upcoming meetings (DOC-EXEC-20-02-03)
The Director explained that the document outlined key meetings for the rest of the year indicating Executive Committee Member’s involvement. She invited the members to send any update by email. 
1.  Planning of the series of meetings this weekend (Board documents) 
The director went through the detailed programme of the upcoming meetings (Reception and conference on International Cooperation, the Board meeting and the committee meetings).  
The President Highlighted and reminded the work that needed to be done towards the Council and the national ministries in order to reach influence towards the European Commission on a Disability Strategy.
Albert Prévos mentioned the progresses he made in trying to obtain a meeting with the French President. 
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