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Conference on Sustainable Development Goals, March 3, Brussels - Minutes 
The aim of the conference was to allow EDF members to be better equipped to advocate for disability-inclusive Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Europe and within its Member States. 
The main objectives were:
· To showcase how the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD) should serve as a guiding framework for the implementation and the monitoring of the SDGs;
· To increase understanding and knowledge about the SDGs, particularly the Voluntary National Reviews processes;
· To launch EDF’s human rights series 2 entitled: “2030 Agenda and SDGs report: A European perspective to respect, protect and fulfil the UN CRPD”

[bookmark: _GoBack]The President of EDF, Yannis Vardakastanis, was ill. He sent his apologies for not being able to be present. EDF President was replaced by EDF Vice-President, John Patrick Clarke. 
EDF Vice-President opened the conference with a video of . Mr Frans Timmermans, First Vice President of the European Commission. Mr Timmermans apologised for his absence and congratulated EDF for its new SDGs report. The link to the video is available here. 
Johannes Trimmel, President of Concord introduced the State of Play of the Sustainable Development GoalsSDGs. Mr Trimmel explained .that in June 2017 the Council, the highest decision-making body with the member states, asked the Commission to prepare a strategy for the implementation of the 2030 agenda in Europe. The strategy has not been prepared. Instead, there will be a reflection paper in June 2018. It seems the starting point has moved to the next Commission, five years after the adoption of the SDGs. 
A multi-stakeholder platform has been created, EDF was not selected to be part of the platform. 
Johannes Trimmer highlighted three areas where we need to work together to ensure the SDGs are inclusive of persons with disabilities:
1. Monitoring: Each year, the EU presents the current state of implementation of the SDGs in Europe. The report is pulled together by Eurostat. It is based on the 100 indicators Eurostat has identified to measure progress, in Europe. Indicators don’t include properly persons with disabilities in areas where they should be accounted for.
2. Reporting at the High Level Political Forum: Johannes Trimmel underlined how important it is to be involved in the processes at national level and ensure Voluntary National reviews are inclusive of persons with disabilities. Johannes Trimmel explained that the EU has agreed to report to the UN in 2019. 
3. European Union budget: It is critical to work together to ensure that the new EU budget framework reflects political commitments, working together and looking beyond our own area to obtain a budget frame helping with the implementation of the 2030 agenda. 
Comments from the audience:
· Giampiero Griffo: Persons with disabilities must also be included in EU international cooperation, with clear monitoring of the Consensus for Development. 
· Response: Johannes Trimmel talked about the development assistance committee of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). It is introducing a proposal in its reporting system to include disability markers which needs to be filled by all member states of OECD. The EU is supportive to the idea. 
· Rodolfo Cattani: We cannot accept not having been selected to the EU Multi-Stakeholder Platform on the SDGs as we cannot be represented by another civil society organisation. His organisation, the European Blind Union, which is a member of EDF, protests very strongly against this unjust treatment. 
· Response: EDF Vice-President suggested to pass a resolution to address the issue, the next day during EDF board meeting. 
· Sanja Tarczay: We cannot participate if we don’t have equal support, with deafblind interpreters. 
· Alba Gonzalez: We need data to be disaggregated by disability. 
· Masha Smirnova: We will ensure persons with disaiblities are represented on the EU Multi-Stakeholder platform on the SDGs, as Social Platform is part of it and EDF is a member. 
· Marion Steff: Marion provided an overview of the UN ECE regional forum on sustainable development. 
· Sergevta (Albania): Sergevta asked for stronger support to Balkans countries where people with disabilities are not heard and where children with disabilities cannot access schools. 
· 
· Albert Prevos: Albert expressed strong support to Rodolfo Cattani’ statement. 





The next speaker was Thorkild Olesen, Chairman of the Danish Disabled Person Organisation (DPOD). Mr Olesen sent his apologies: he could not be there due to the snow storm in Europe. Instead, EDF Vice-President read his statement on  gave information about the implementation and monitoring of the SDGs, through : tThe Voluntary National Reviews processes and outcomes.  The most important task of DPOD is to maintain a high level of focus on the indicators, which showcases progress and inclusion for persons with disabilities. DPOD work focuses on data, with support given to the Washington Group set of questions. 
Comments from the audience:
· Pirkko Mahlamäki: Was wondering how we can link the SDGs for the promotion of better and more accessible and usable environments. Pirkko also mentioned the cut in development funding in Finland. 
· Dovilé Joutdkaité: Was concerned about progress in the Lithuanian Voluntary National Review as there is nothing on disability. 
Voluntary National Review: the case study of Belgium 
The Vice-President then gave the floor to the representatives of Belgium to present the process of their Voluntary National Review. 
The following speakers gave some information about that topic : Florence Pottiez, attached to the cabinet of the Prime Minister, Federal Council For Sustainable Development., Florence Pottiez explained that the Belgium prime minister couldn't be present. However, he wanted his cabinet to be represented. For the Belgian government, policies relative to persons with disabilities are very important, while the SDGs are major. Everyone must be involved in this paradigm. Sustainable development represents an opportunity. It is key to promote a better quality of life for everyone with the participation of all. This government will keep working with EDF, BDF and the National Council of Persons with Disabilities.
Anne-Sophie Dubrux, Conseil de la jeunesse, Federal Council fFor Sustainable Development. Anne-Sophie Dubrux explained that she is  and here as delegate for sustainable development of the French speaking Youth cCuncil in Belgium. She presented an opinion that was drafted by the members of the federal council for sustainable development on the Belgian report. They seized the opportunity of the opinion to go beyond the Belgian report and focus on the implementation of the SDGs in Belgium. It was important to have a strog follow up of inclusive procedures and to promote participation in the field of sustainable development.
Pierre Gyselinck, Belgian Disability Forum (BDF). Pierre Gyselinck explained the involvement of the BDF in the VNR process that led to the HLPF.. . BDF were invited to be part of the official delegation for the HLPF. However, they declined the invitation because they were not really involved in the VNR. 
Gisèle Marlière, from BDF The EDF Director opened the floor to comments, questions and answers. 
Comments from the audience: 
· Giampiero Griffo: similar experience in Italy with little tangible actions for persons with disabilities in the SDGs
· Albert Prevos: same situation in France. Also, asked if it is possible for disability organisations to be part of the council?
· Maureen Pigot: Asked each of the speakers what their organisations see as the biggest gap in achieving the SDG goals, in relation to people with disabilities.
· Ana Peláez Narváez : How the Belgian government took on board the recommendations in the action plan for the implementation of the agenda 2030? How did you include women with disabilities? 
· Marica: The SDGs provide us with a new platform for advocacy, with persons with disabilities having more chances to be included. I am very glad to be here today and learn more about sustainable development. 

The President launched the EDF human rights report: “2030 Agenda and the SDGs: A European perspective to respect, protect and fulfil the United Convention on the Rights of Persons with DisabilitiesUN CRPD” and the Director gave the floor to the following next speakers : 
Ana Peláez Narváez, EDF Vice-President. , Ana explained the need to connect the CRPD to the SDGs. 
Tove Søvndahl Gant, European External Action Service,.  The rights of persons with disabilities is a central issue in our overall human rights policy and the EU is bound by this, on top of its obligations.
Inmaculada Placencia Porrero, Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion of the European Commission - DG EMPL, 
Cécile Grosjean, Directorate-General for International Cooperation and Development of the European Commission - DG DEVCO. Cecile talked about the EU Consensus for Development, with the need to implement and monitor it.  
Comments from the audience:
· Giampiero Griffo: The EU is the biggest donor. Has the human rights of persons with disabilities been included in bilateral agreements? Disability issues must also be introduced in countries’ reports recipients of EU money. 
· Participant: What the assessment of the impact of austerity and privatisation of public services on the rights of persons with disabilities.



Board meeting - minutes
1. Adoption of the agenda 
The Vice-President John Patrick Clarke apologized for the absence of EDF President Yannis Vardakastanis who was ill  during the conference and he gave the floor to the Director who explained that the following persons were also absent due to illness or the wintery weather conditions which interfered with travel: Goran Sustarsic , John Dolan, Athena Frangouli, Vera Bonvalot, Gabor Petri, Erszebet Foldesi and Evelyne Friedel.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk505940535]President and Executive Committee report (DOC-B-18-03-01)
The Vice-President explained that the document had been disseminated to all participants. No comment was made from the floor. 
3. Dialogue on European Pillar of Social Rights (DOC-B-18-03-02)
The Vice-President introduced the theme of the session mentioning that: in line with the priorities for 2018, EDF had organised a dialogue with the European Commission, European Social NGOs and EDF members during the Board meeting; that the aim was to inform EDF members about the Social Pillar, the latest European social policies and to provide additional tools to advocate at national level for more inclusive employment policies and better social protection as well as to raise awareness about the importance of the Social Pillar for persons with disabilities. 

The Vice-President gave the floor to the Director to moderate the session. Emmanuelle Grange from the Disability and Inclusion unit of the European Commission DG Employment opened the debate. 

She explained that the European Commission is elaborating a social fairness package that was about to be published. She acknowledged that the focus of this package might not include enough of the disability dimension but that it would focus on access to social protection in the field of employment. She explained the difficulties faced in defining the Social Pillar and the Disability dimension and the link to it. She explained that the European Commission was also reflecting on future events in relation to the social pillar, such as national consultation, conferences and other events. She also insured that the Sustainable Development GoalsSDGs as well as the UNCRPD would be highlighted in the actions related to the Social Pillar. She also mentioned the need of Social Europe to be reflected in the next Multiannual Financial Framework.

The Director gave the floor to EDF Vice-President Pat Clarke who explained that on the 17 November 2017, the European leaders signed the proclamation of the European Pillar of Social Rights and that after 20 years, heads of States and of EU institutions met to discuss social rights. He reminded that EDF was there as part of the Social Platform delegation and that it was a great occasion. He added that national governments should live up to the commitment and start implementing the Pillar both at European and national level. He reminded that EDF adopted a resolution directly addressing political leaders. 

The and that  resolution was reminding EU Member States of their obligations under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD), as well as under the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). EDF  as well as calls calls for adequate financial resources to be allocated to promote better employment conditions and social protection for persons with disabilities; the future EU budget has to include a budget line to finance the implementation of the Pillar and the Social pillar must be the political framework to implement the European Funds already today and in the future; it calls for the adoption of a strong directive on Work-Life Balance for Parents and Careers which recognizes both the perspective of carers of persons with disabilities and of parents with disabilities. He said that the EDF must continue to advocate mainstreaming our perspective in all principles of the Pillar. He, then, left the floor to the panel speakers from the European Commission, the ETUC, the Social Platform and Family Europe, to express their opinion on future work. 

The Director gave the floor to Marina Monaco from the European Trade Union Confederation, who explained that the main focus of her association was to ensure that the implementation of the Social Pillar took place at European but also and mostly at national level. She insisted on the need to mainstream disability and all the principles of the Pillar and to take a holistic approach. She insisted again on the responsibility of Members States in this perspective.

The Director gave the floor to Kelly Puyet, Director of the Social Platform. She explained that the Social Pillar was a key instrument and that the work of the Social Platform would focus on its implementation. She underlined the opportunity brought by the Social Pillar to gather stakeholders and have them reflecting on social policies in Europe. She highlighted the next step to be undertaken in relation to implementation. She explained the need to use the European Semester to include this item and to ensure the funding available within the EU budget to make sure that the Social Pillar has the means to be implemented.

The Director gave the floor to Liz Gosme, Director of Coface Family Europe. She explained the high expectations of her association in relation with the Social Pillar and its implementation. She says that her association was supporting its implementation together with some improvements needed (for example in the field of maternity leave). She also highlighted the importance of some recommendations linked to Structural funds, child care, long term care, community based services etc. She acknowledged the need to implement all these issues in the legislation especially at national level.




The Director opened the floor to comments. Comments from the audience: 
· Marcel Bobbeldijk:  mentioned the need to highlight accessibility aspects when advocating towards implementation of the Pillar, and to link it to existing legislations in the field of accessibility. 
· Giampiero Griffo: questioned about the meaning of Social Protection and links to vulnerability of the population and to human rights. He also questioned the notion of social inclusion and inclusion of persons with disabilities. He insisted on the need to highlight an increased participation of disabled people with disabilities within the social life arena. 
· Simona Giarratano:  questioned Emmanuelle Grange about the EU Budget in relation to the Social Pillar. 
· Klaus Lachwitz:  explained that at national level, Germany seemed to have already implemented the content of the Social Pillar but he highlighted some categories that were not included such as persons with intellectual disabilities.

Liz Gosme confirmed the importance of informal carers and the support to parents. She also confirmed that the situation in Germany was already close to the content of the report. Kelly Puyet mentioned the social platform campaign on social standards, she mentioned the importance of keeping in mind human rights and the strategy to integrate them. Marina Monaco acknowledged the need to reflect on social protection and the inclusion of the disability dimension. She also highlighted the difficulties arising from economical situations and financial frameworks. Pat Clarke explained that Ireland was considering the cost of the implementation of social protection as an investment and not as a cost. Emmanuelle Grange acknowledged the issues raised. She reassured that her DG was putting high on the agenda the need to obtain EU Budget for social protection and human rights. She said that the actions to be undertaken in the future would be very challenging.

Comments from the audience: 

· Maureen Piggot:  requested details about the monitoring of the Social Pillar. 
· Jolijn Santesgoeds:  highlighted the lack of information in relation to psychosocial disabilities and community treatment. She regretted that too much focus is put on employment and not enough on social protection. 
· Nadia Hadad:  explained that the field of long term care and housing were interrelated and that this should be reflected in the Social Pillar. 
· Humberto Insolera:  requested sustainable solutions in relation with employment.

Liz Gosme, Emmanuelle Grange and Kelig Puyet acknowledged the confusion about social rights and that it needed to be improved but they insisted on the need to consider the Social Pillar as an opportunity. Marina Monaco explained that solidarity aims could help humanizing the Social Pillar.

The Vice-President concluded the debate and handed over the report prepared by EDF on Sustainable Development Goalsthe SDGs to the speakers.

4. Review of activities 2017-2018
a. EDF final report 2017 (DOC-B-18-03-03)
The Vice-President explained that the document was our main report to the European Commission detailing all the 2017 activities. He gave the floor to the Director who highlighted some achievements made. 
b. [bookmark: _Hlk505940539]4th European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities (DOC-B-18-03-04)
[bookmark: _Hlk505785368]The Vice-President explained that the purpose of this item was to get some feedback from the Board about the event and to discuss on the follow up actions on the right to vote, accessibility, participation and others at both national and EU level. He opened the floor to the participants for comments. 
Some members expressed their satisfaction about the event and the outputs related to it. They highlighted the importance of such an event and the need for the Disability Intergroup to support the participation of different countries.
Some members also made some comments highlighting some organizational issues (confirmation of registrations, captioning services). 
The Director explained that these aspects had been discussed internally and with the European Parliament in order make improvements for the next organization and that a cooperation agreement was being discussed with the European Parliament.
5. EDF Work Plan for 2018 (DOC-B-18-03-05)
The Vice-President explained that the document was including the work programme for the four coming years. No comment was made from the floor. 
6. European Accessibility Act (DOC-B-18-06)

The Vice-President gave the floor to the Director who gave a brief update from the legislative procedure on the EEA and the related meetings that took place at the end of 2017. She explained that the purpose of the item was to get feedback from national government on their current position and priorities and the items to campaign on. She encouraged EDF members to send to the Secretariat examples of bad use of tax payers money in inaccessible products, services and buildings. She added that EDF Secretariat would then be able to gather the worst examples to show why public authorities need the list of accessibility requirements in order to comply with the UNCRPD and EU legal obligations to buy accessibly. 


[bookmark: _Hlk506977621]Alejandro Moledo explained that the key priorities for the upcoming trialogue were to ensure that accessibility requirements would be linked to Public Procurement, as well as the inclusion of the built environment. He explained that in order to support the Parliaments position in favour of these points, EDF Secretariat had come up with the idea of preparing a report showcasing 28 bad examples of discriminatory use of tax payers money in products, services and buildings that were not accessible.

Some members reported that some countries like Norway, Germany, France, Croatia, Spain were concerned about the accessibility to public buildings. They highlighted need for hard standards qualities and for improvement in the text of the Directive. They called for a great campaign for the Directive to be reviewed.

Alejandro Moledo explained that, indeed the Act, was not satisfactory at different levels but that EDF should continue its fight and that the European Parliament was an important ally. He highlighted some positive items included in the act such as access to e-information and that he still believed that an added value could come out of the approval of the Act.

The Director confirmed that all comments from members about public procurement, emergency services, EU funding, built environment would be taken into account. She also mentioned the importance of the ratification at national level and that EDF would continue to work with Perm Reps.

7. Future of EU budget and structural funds (DOC-B-18-07)

On Sunday, EDF President, Yannis Vardakastanis, was feeling better and was able to chair the Board meeting. 

The President gave the floor to the Secretary, Gunta Anca who explained that the EU was planning its next budget (the Multiannual Financial Framework) and that it was important that EDF influence the next budget to ensure adequate financing to disability programmes, and overall strong budget for a social Europe and the maintenance and strengthening of provisions in the current budget. She explained that this item introduced the topic so that all Board members be aware and can give input.

She asked some questions to the Board about their involvement in disability inclusive projects funded by the European Structural Funds, their views on the ESIF, information on Structural Funds in their respective countries (involvement in monitoring committees and expert meetings).

Belgium reported that there was no implication within the Structural Funds and that the monitoring of the regional level was difficult to monitor at national level. Spain reported that guidelines on the use of the Structural Funds with an emphasis of gender issue had been issued and were translated into English. Estonia reported that accessibility issues were questioned towards the European Commission. France reported that the national council was member of the monitoring and the evaluation committee. Italy reported that the national council had no information about involvement of associations in programmes and that an evaluation at regional level needed to be put in place. Croatia expressed worries. Greece reported on the need to follow-up the use of the Structural Funds carefully and noted the political involvement to be examined against the shaping of the Structural Funds and called for the shaping of the Funds to be designed to secure funding.

The President reminded that the subject would be dealt with in a conference during the AGA in Lithuania. He insisted on the importance to keep the level of Structural Funds at least equal to what it is now and that further discussions with the European Institutions would need to take place. He reminded the importance of Regulation 1404, article 6 that opened funding possibilities for capacity building for associations. He insisted on the importance to examine the situation at national level in order to optimize the use of the available funds. He suggested to continue the discussion in Lithuania and requested the support from the Board to the Secretariat for the lobbying in the meantime.
 
8. Report back from the Social Policy Committee and plan of action from the Social Policy Committee

The President gave the floor to Rodolfo Cattani, chair of the Committee.

He reported that the meeting had been well organised with good documentation about the items and that the discussions had been very fruitful and interesting. Terms of reference had been reviewed and agreed. The group then gave an overview of EDF’s work in 2018 on the Social Policy and employment. He said that some priorities had been defined: determining vision of roles, Disability assessment and determination, workshop on Structural Funds at the AGA and Board, advocacy work on the European Social Pillar.

He also mentioned from ENIL a hearing at the European Parliament and the necessity to dispatch this information.

He explained that a long discussion took place in view of supporting member states’ governments to review and harmonize the system of disability assessment. He also explained further actions to be undertaken in the field of Employment. He clarified that some work of the Committee would take place on an electronic basis and he insisted on the need for this Committee to be very active and efficient, not only having discussions but also taking actions.

9. Report back from the Human Rights Committee and plan of action from the Human Rights and Non-Discrimination Committee 

The President gave the floor to Klaus Laschwitz who reported on a very good discussion of the group. He explained that the discussion went about the third Human Rights report and its content (draft of general comment on Article 5 on the prohibition of discrimination including access to justice, reflection on the concluding observations at national level. He explained that the discussion continued about national laws on discrimination with the statement that the situation was very much varying from one country to another. Finally, the Committee discussed about the composition of its members. 

10. Update on the CRPD and the Treaty Bodies (DOC-B-18-08)
The President explained that Stig Langvad who could not join the meeting had been designated as rapporteur on the general comment on Article 4.3. He explained that the composition of the Committee would be subject to some changes and it was decided that IDA would agree to dedicate resources to support the conclusion of this general comment and therefore, meetings which took place with EDF in order to prepare a strong contribution to the comment to the Article 4.3 who is perceived as the essence of the movement. He gave the floor to Klaus Laschwitz who informed the Board of a general day of discussion in which all members would be able to give advice. The Director also reported that the Executive Committee decided to address the board at its next meeting in order to examine new frontiers for the UN convention, how to revitalize and reenergize the process of the implementation. She explained that members would be invited to contribute to that item.
Ana Pelaez confirmed the need to work and lobby for upcoming elections to ensure that people coming from the disability movement be elected and that a strategy plan was needed. Klaus Laschwitz insisted on the preparation of the elections in 4 years’ time as there would be a tough work to have the candidates being accepted by other countries. Dovile Juodkaité informed the Board that Yannis Ruskos from Lithuania was running for election. Rodolfo Cattani confirmed the need to put in place a strong system to ensure the participation of people with disabilities and that these persons should not be part of other groups but should form a group of its own.
The President suggested to draft a Resolution paper on the structural funds and budget and to include a strong part related to nothing about us without us.
The Director then reported on the CRPD election. She explained that, at the 11th meeting of the Conference of States Parties (COSP) in June 2018 there will be elections to the CRPD expert committee. She explained that the nomination period expired on 12 April 2018 and that very experienced European members were leaving the committee at the end of this year. She said that there was also a severe gender imbalance in the committee, with only one woman out of 18 members. After the last election at the COSP in 2016, the EDF President referred to this issue in his address to the conference.  She highlighted that it was essential that strong European candidates were nominated and supported and especially the nomination of qualified women. She asked the participants if their government were planning to nominate and if some EDF members would be participating at the Conference of State Parties in June.
The President mentioned that the CEDAW elections were taking place soon and that the EDFs Vice-President, Ana Pelaez was running for election to the Committee. She said that the Board document was explaining how members could support her and she gave the floor to Ana Pelaez to present the topic.
Ana Pelaez reminded the important number of women with disabilities in Europe and she insisted on the need to include the disability dimension within the CEDAW activities. She suggested members to support her election process through foreign affairs ministers and to follow her on Twitter as well as on the web www.disabiliyforcedaw. 

11.  The Council of Europe’s Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine (Oviedo Convention) and the CRPD (DOC-B-18-03-09)
The President gave the floor to the Vice-President, Pat Clarke who explained that the Council of Europe was currently negotiating an Additional Protocol to the Oviedo Convention addressing the “human rights and dignity of persons with mental disorders” and it allows for involuntary placement and treatment, contrary to CRPD. He explained that EDF had been campaigning with OHCHR and other DPOs to block these negotiations but that we needed EDF members to reach out to their ministries. He mentioned that Portugal had decided to block, but other member states would need to follow. 
He wanted to know from the Board if there was any information available on the national positions on the Protocol and if members would be able to raise this issue with their ministry of foreign affairs/disability focal point and to request their government to block further negotiations. He insisted on the need to ensure that the adoption of this Protocol be blocked by more CoE member states besides Portugal. The President also stressed the need to address the matter towards the Parliament. The Vice-President ensured the members that they could get the support of the EDF Secretariat in drafting letters and give template guidelines. 
Joliin Santesgoeds reported on actions taken in Iceland, Italy, Bulgaria and Poland. Giampiero Griffo reported on some actions in San Marino and his involvement with further actions.

12.  European Disability Strategy (DOC-B-18-03-10): 
The President explained that the EDF campaign on the next European Disability Strategy was officially launched during the 4th European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities with the adoption of the Resolution on EDF Resolution on the European Disability Strategy 2020-2030. 
The Director called the members to express proposals for strengthening the approach outlined in this document and to define the key messages to approach national governments on this.
The President expressed his concern about the European Commission process linked to this strategy because he saw no preparation of a new text on this. The Director explained that a meeting with a new director, Joost Korten, at the EC would take place soon. The President requested also to meet with the Commissioner and get a clear answer from him. He insisted on the need to lobby towards the Commission.
Gisèle Marlière requested clarification about actions and timing. Albert Prévos was concerned to lobby towards their ministries when the main work needed to be done by the European Commission.
The President explained that the EDF should prepare a letter to be sent to the ministries and representatives on national governments towards the European Institutions. He suggested that members activate the Member States and that EDF would advocate toward the European Commission. The Director specified that the work of the European Commission was scrutinized and questioned by the Member States. She explained that the High-Level Group was in May and that the letter would be prepared by EDF (requesting to add this item on its agenda) and should be sent by Members to their ministries.

13.  European Disability Card (DOC-B-18-03-11)

The President gave the floor to Catherine the Director who thanked the Belgian Disability Forum to have requested this point to be added on the agenda.

She explained that, in 2017, the Card had been launched in eight EU Member States (Belgium, Cyprus, Estonia, Finland, Italy, Malta, Romania, and Slovenia), that the efficiency of the use of such a Card depends on the number of Member States that participate. She explained that it was thus important to evaluate the situation in the Member States who joined the project of the European Commission and that it would also be of great interest to know what are the plans of the Commission to promote the Card and to enlarge the number of Member States to join the project.

She requested the Board to give some update about facts and experiences with the use of the card, information in project involvement, the development of the use, the cooperation with partners, the promotion of the project, possible support expected from EDF. She also requested to know about the interest of other countries to participate in the project and what actions were expected from EDF to raise awareness and encourage national authorities to participate.

Comments from the audience: 
· Gisèle Marlière:  reported on the success of the Card within Belgium and she requested to relaunch the European Commission on this subject in order to extend the process. 
· The Cyprus representative: explained that the card should replace a disability identification and he was concerned about the confusion that could be made with the use of this card. He also said that participative partners in Cyprus were limited.
·  Giampiero Griffo: reported that collaboration with government bodies was very difficult and that the scope and benefit from the card was very limited. 
· Albert Prévos:  explained further development in France in relation to the French Inclusion Mobility Card that contains personal information and that this might create reluctance from beneficiaries. He also reported on some French people having difficulty to use the card in other countries. He, therefore, proposes to open this aspect to the European Commission. 
· Rodolfo Cattani: considered that the process of this card was a failure and not very useful. He called for a regulation to be put in place and that would include all EU countries. 
· The President recognized the importance and the need to get proper legislation. 
· Nadia Hadad: explained some difficulties made by users despite the existence of the card. 
· Humberto Insolera: proposed the integration of a QR code to the card. 
· Kato Lie: explained that Norway was proposing a card that would propose some benefits linked to assistance. 
· Giampiero Griffo: expressed the importance to harmonize the use of the card.

The President concluded that information would be collected, that the topic would be first discussed at the Executive Committee and that a document would be proposed and discussed to the Board. He also proposed to present the result of our discussions to the New Commission.

The Director also specified that the topic would be discussed at the DIG meetings 

14.  Disability Signage and Pictograms (DOC-B-18-03-12)

The President gave the floor to the Secretary who explained that the item was giving an overview of some developments in the field of disability signage and that the purpose was to decide if EDF needed to work more specially on this. The Power Point presentation showed the specific signage.

She requested the views of Board members with regards to the use of symbols and pictograms, with wheelchair symbol and if we should limit to standardized symbols or if the use of other symbols would be relevant and finally, if a separate symbol should be used for “accessibility”. 

The President opened the floor to the participants for interventions.Comments from the audience:  
· Kato Lie: thought that changing the wheelchair sign would be a difficult task although the new sign was better and he would welcome a general accessibility symbol. 
· Pirkko Mahlamaki: said that some symbols were not clear and that she didn’t know if she would be able to interpret them well. 
· Humbero Insolera: requested clarification of the foreseen outcome of the current discussion and he specified that the symbol for interpretation has always been the one with hands. 
· Gisele Marlière: called for a common position at European level put forward by the EDF.
· Giampiero Griffo: requested to explore a broader solution on conceptual aspects of these symbols. 
· Marcica Miric: expressed her preference for older wheelchair symbol. She said that the discussion should go further on the harmonization of the symbols. 
· Thuridur: explained that some reflections and changes in Iceland was taking place.

The Director reported on discussions with Inclusion Europe about intellectual disabilities and that this specific symbol without explanations was difficult to understand. She reported on discussions about the UN Symbol that was already used in the UN, but again, the meaning was not clear without explanation. Alejandro reported that work still needed to be done on standardization in this field and that EDF should reach a common position to be put forward at a European Level. The Director also expressed the difficulties met in trying to get a single symbol for all disabilities. She insisted on the need to get the involvement of EDF members in this field.

The President expressed the difficulty to try and reach a harmonization of all symbols. He said that the existence of these signs was in the benefits that they could bring, despite the form of the signs. He suggested to study the matter further after the Mobility and Transport Officer is back from her maternity leave.

15.  Finances issues: Interim Report (DOC-B-18-13)

The President gave the floor to the Treasurer who presented the financial situation of the EDF. She mentioned that the year ended with a small positive result of approximately 19 000 € and that the profit and loss account had been audited but that the balance sheet would be audited by the end of March. She explained that costs financed outside the EU Grant were linked to project activities and the ad-hoc funding and that expenditure within the EU Grant were in line with predictions. She explained that some extra costs were linked to the organisation of the EPDP. She explained that some membership fees (for around 20 00 €) should still be received, that 2 associations requested for reduction of fees for 2018 and that Inclusion Scotland send a resignation letter due to financial difficulties. About cash flow, she mentioned that the situation would be difficult until the end of March, i.e. until the payment of the 2018 EC Grant. In consequence, she mentioned the possible late payment of some expenses as well as the overdraft negotiations. She called the members to pay the fees for 2018 as soon as possible. She also called the members to consider the co-hosting and co-funding of some of the EDF events like the AGA or Board meetings. She further explained that further sponsorship actions should be undertaken.

Gisèle Marlière made a comment about VDAB (the Flemish employment agency) refund as being an interesting track and should be explored further (send request to VDAB and to the ad-hoc ministry). She also requested to finalize the guidelines on sponsorship. 

16.  AOB

The President gave the floor to the Turkish Representative to present a topic on Homerous Days (related to Homer) from Turkish Federation of Persons with Disabilities who gave some information related to a project related to the year of Troy and wanted to invite the EDF President and his team to a session in Turkey on 13-18 August 2018. He also invited EDF members to support their project and to participate in some workshop on access to education, decision making and disability rights in general. He specified that more information would be available online at Troia.Homerous.org.

The President gave the floor to the Director who explained that, following the discussion held in the Conference on the SDGsf Sustainable Development Goals, a Resolution had been prepared. She suggested that the members send their comments by next Thursday to Marion Steff and that the Resolution be published right after.

17.  Evaluation of the Board

The President gave the floor to Dovile Juodkaite from the Lithuania Disability Forum who had been asked to evaluate the meeting.

She explained that she found the conference very interesting as well as the perspective to protect and implement the UN Convention. She congratulated the members for their contributions in explaining the national experiences. She mentioned the interest and importance in linking the SDGs to the UN Convention. She also found that important and interesting topics were raised and that further actions towards the European Commission and national governments were clarified. She appreciated the feedback on last EPDP and the reflections on how to improve it, the discussion of the Disability Act was also interesting (although, the work from the Commission was disappointing in this area). She insisted on the need for the members to be very active in lobbying towards the EU budget and the Structural Funds. She found all discussions globally very interesting and crucial for the future. No comment was made from the participants.

She also mentioned that an electronic evaluation form would also be sent via email to all participants.
  
The President thanked the participants, the Director and the Secretariat and he invited everyone to meet next time during the AGA in Lithuania.
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