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Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting of 12 May 2017 in Madrid
Present: Gunta Anca, Vera Bonvalot, Rodolfo Cattani, Pat Clarke, Alain Faure, Helen Holand, Klaus Lachwitz, Ana Pelaez, Yannis Vardakastanis, Donata Vivanti, Yannis Yallouros

In attendance: Catherine Naughton, Muriel Da Via

1.
 Welcome by the President and adoption of the agenda

The President welcomed the members of the Executive Committee and said that this was the last meeting of the executive in this mandate. He thanked the Spanish colleagues of ONCE and CERMI for their help and contribution in organising this meeting. 

EDF president gave the floor to the President of CERMI who welcomed the Executive Committee. He thanked EDF for choosing Madrid to celebrate its 20th anniversary. He wished success to EDF for the forthcoming meetings, in particular, the AGA.

The agenda was adopted with two additional items, one on the Accessibility Act and one on the Council of Europe. Under Any other business the issue of the Marrakesh Treaty was included.2. Review of minutes of last meeting and follow-up decisions (DOC-EXEC-17-02-01)

The President gave the floor to the Director who went through and updated the list of decisions taken at the last meetings: 

· Follow-up on next presidencies: meeting with Bulgarian Permanent Representation and with EDF's Bulgarian members planned; meeting between EDF and MEP Papadimoulis on hold

· On the AGA Preparation: the Director underlined the tremendous team efforts made by CERMI, Fundación ONCE and by the EDF Secretariat to organise the meeting. 

· On the Conference of States Parties to the UNCRPD on 13-15 June 2017 in New York and the organization of a side event by EDF, EDF, the European Commission and the EESC: EDF has worked on a number of side events which have been formalised on May 5th. EDF is leading on a side event on refugees, together with EESC, UNHCR, OHCHR, HI, HRW and CBM; 2 side events on accessibility and development cooperation- bridging the gap have been organised with the EU. Both the President and the Director will be part of the EDF delegation in NY. the President would also attend as a member of the EESC and would also participate  in IDA meetings.  

· Follow-up Executive Committee Budapest (22-23 September 2017): this was planned with Erzsebet Földesi. A workshop planned between EDF and European Lotteries hosted by Hungarian lotteries was in question due to another European lotteries event happening in Madrid simultaneously. The dates for our Executive committee meetings remained the same.

· The Director confirmed that the Board in Estonia was being planned with Meelis Joost and that the conference would be on Accessibility (Marie Denninghaus was already working on this). The Board would be held on October 7th and 8th. 

· The Executive committee meeting in Estonia would take place on June 29th and 30th with a seminar on the Disability Card on the 30th am. EDF Executive committee members would be invited to rehearsals for a famous singing contest on Friday afternoon. 

· Follow-up DFID/IDA project on the SDGs: a meeting had taken place in Athens in March with the participation of the President, the Director and the Project Coordinator, Marion Steff. The main role of EDF would be supporting the regional networks in regional SDG monitoring. 

· BREXIT: a workshop with ENIL took place on 20th March; a report had been posted on the EDF Website and EDF continued to collaborate with ECAS in the follow-up. 

· Bridging the Gap Project: Project officially started on April 1st. FIIAPP has hired a project director to be based in Spain. Ana Pelaez would be in the steering committee representing EDF. EDF Director and Marion Steff would support. The director had participated in the recruitment of the coordinator on May 5th. The knowledge and learning coordinator would be based in Brussels, hired by IDDC, and would liaise closely with EDF.

· UNICEF Project: In 2017, EDF would maintain its focus on strengthening the organizational capacities of DPOs to manage initiatives efficiently; encouraging and expanding networks among DPOs; developing DPOs’ expertise in new models and the human rights based approach on children with disability, more in line with the CRPD. Concretely: ad-hoc support to the coalition of DPOs in Montenegro would be provided for the finalization of the alternative report and their briefing meeting with the CRPD Committee in Geneva; in the 2nd half of 2017 / beginning of 2018 (depending on the CRPD Committee's sessions schedule), EDF was going to assist coalitions of DPOs in Albania, FYRoM and Turkey for the preparation of their alternative reports. Ideally in October 2017, the organization of a regional event was being discussed with UNICEF to share the findings of the project so far.

· SDGs Disability Inclusion: The project was progressing very well. Marion Steff had worked on SDG indicators, on EU external consultation, a report of the EP on the SDGs, and intensive involvement in the UN ECE meeting where Ana Pelaez and Pierre Gyselinck were speakers. An EDF members training would take place on June 8th as well as an event with the Disability intergroup the evening before (June 7th 6-8pm) with EDF president speaking at the opening. EDF would also be at the High level political forum in July and is planning side events there. A new proposal would be submitted to the donor on May 23rd for a further 2 years funding. 

· The new committee structures with changes would be presented together with the strategic framework at the AGA. The reason for this was that the strategy referred to the new strengthened committees, so they would be presented as a new strategic approach.

· 4th European Parliament of persons with disabilities December 6th: continued contacts with the European Parliament Bureau at both political and administrative level had been taken to obtain EP funding for the EPPD. A grant of 73000€ from the EP would cover the costs for interpretation, the use of the plenary hemicycle, security and catering. As regards the participation of EDF members, National councils had been asked to contact their respective MEPs to support delegations and inform EDF secretariat. A reminder letter had been sent to National councils. A section of the members’ area had been developed to keep members updated with information on an ongoing basis, including a model letter to MEPs and guidance. The two forthcoming Executive committee meetings (June and September) will include an item on EPPD - progress review, decisions on the programme. The President suggested to reinforce contacts with members on a one to one basis. Guidelines to form a delegation to the EPPD should be sent to EDF national councils.

· Meetings with the Disability Intergroup: there had been ongoing contacts with the DIG. Two very positive meetings had taken place since our last meeting: on the CRPD with Helga Stevens MEP and on refugees with Brando Benifei MEP. We were planning one on SDGs with Sehnalová MEP on June 7th. On the initiative of EDF president, an extraordinary meeting of the DIG bureau was proposed by EDF to work together on the EAA (on May 30).

· On the 20th anniversary: the logo was being used. The Picture exhibition would be presented (The Communication Officer was liaising with the EESC to organise the launch). The President also recommended to organise the exhibition before and after the EPPD. He also suggested to spread the exhibition as widely as possible between September and December.

2.
 Planning of the AGA

The President gave the floor to the Director who explained that delegates were arriving on Friday 12 May. She indicated that the place for the meeting (ONCE Sport Stadium) was close to the hotel.

She went through the Programme of the opening session and confirmed the announced speakers. She went through the remaining part of the Programme (Business session and elections).

She indicated that the Scrutiny Committee would be composed by Jeroen Aalderink from Ieder'in and Alberto Alberani from ARFIE. 

The President suggested to announce the result of the elections right after the lunch break and to organise a second round if needed before the afternoon coffee break.

The Director explained that the AGA session of Sunday morning would be preceded by a short Board meeting dedicated to the election of the new Executive Committee.

3.
 Any other business:

Council of Europe: meeting on the Oviedo Protocol.

It was decided that Pat Clarke would attend as EDF speaker. two other Board members wishing to participate (MHE and ENUSP) would be part of the EDF delegation.  The Executive Committee agreed on this.

European Accessibility Act

The Director informed the Executive committee that the EP IMCO committee had adopted the report on the European Accessibility Act that was weakening the Act significantly. EDF needed to take action in order to create political support for our amendments that would be tabled at the forthcoming plenary session. 

The President reminded that the Disability Intergroup was holding a meeting on May 30 to discuss the issue. EDF would also send a strong letter to all MEPs requesting the review of the report.

The President pointed out that the report could not be redrafted and that at this stage  only amendments could be presented. 

He also explained that an emergency Resolution on the EAA would be submitted to the AGA for approval.

The President said that this important task would be in the hands of the newly elected Executive Committee.

Finally, the Executive Committee agreed on the following actions: the Resolution to be sent to all MEPs as soon as possible; the Resolution to be sent to all members asking them to send it to their MEPs; to draw-up a letter to be co-signed by the Bureau of the DIG and EDF to be sent to the whole parliament. The letter should be strong and detailed calling for amendments (and they should be in the letter). The President said that he wanted the MEPs to sign up and to fight with us. The letter should be agreed before the meeting with the DIG and we should campaign our messages loudly in the media in the coming weeks leading to the DIG meeting on 30th May. We should send our resolution to the leaders of the EP political groups recalling their commitment at our meeting for a strong EAA. 

Rodolfo Cattani suggested to include in the resolution the possibility that the plenary would reject the report if it would be too weak. The President said that the new Executive committee would decide on our position in the coming weeks.

Marrakesh Treaty

The President explained that an Emergency Resolution needed to be prepared by Ana Pelaez and Rodolfo Cattani on the Marrakesh Treaty ratification by the EU.
