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Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting - Malta- 17 February 2017

Present: Gunta Anca, Vera Bonvalot, Rodolfo Cattani, Pat Clarke, Alain Faure, Helen Holand, Klaus Lachwitz, Ana Pelaez, Yannis Vardakastanis, Donata Vivanti, Yannis Yallouros

In attendance: Catherine Naughton, Muriel Da Via

1. Welcome by the President and adoption of the agenda

The President welcomed the members of the Executive Committee and recalled that it was the last meeting of the elected members in this mandate. He also thanked the Maltese colleagues for their help and contribution in organising this meeting. The agenda was adopted with no changes.

2. Review of minutes of last meeting and follow-up decisions (DOC-EXEC-17-02-01)

The President gave the floor to the Director who explained the late sending of the minutes of last meeting and the difficulty to organise a consultation beforehand. The minutes were approved with no comments.

The Director went through the list of decisions taken at last meeting and updated it. She pointed out the need to get in contact with Bulgaria in view of the upcoming presidency. She also highlighted the proposal of the Estonian National Council to organise the Board meeting in autumn in addition to the Executive Committee in June.

Ana Pelaez reported on her recent contacts with the President of the European Parliament especially in view of the accessibility of elections and right to vote. The President underlined the good initiatives taken by EDF members to get concrete contacts and develop relationships with MEPs.

The president confirmed the foreseen date for the 4th EP of Persons with Disabilities on 28 November; It is a Brussels week for the EP and more members would be available.

The Director also reported on the good meeting on refugees and migrants with Disabilities at the European Economic and Social Committee. The President expressed his satisfaction that the meeting could be held and was well attended. He also recalled the good contacts initiated during the mission in Lesbos last October. He explained that the UNHCR was now including more DPOs in the process. Yannis Yallouros and Ana Pelaez highlighted the work that needed to be developed further in order to have a good strategy on this topic. The President also suggested to invite representatives of Refugees with disabilities at the EDF AGA.

3. European Accessibility Act

The President gave the floor to the Director who gave an update on recent developments. She explained that the new rapporteur made a report the content of which was extremely worrying and that EDF had written to the rapporteur in view to meet with him.

She confirmed that the meeting would take place on 1st of march. The president confirmed that no step bcck should be made during the discussion. The director also informed the committee about the protest demonstration planned on March 6th in front of the Parliament between 12h and 14h before the next meeting of the IMCO Committee. She added that the call for protest had been widely disseminated among the social networks in order to gather as many people as possible.

The President expressed the need to be tough with the Parliament and to put pressure on them. He also said that the protest should be strong protest and that it would be necessary to optimize all the contacts we have to mobilize a lot of persons with disabilities and also some MEPs.

Ana Pelaez expressed her full support for the protest and said that EDF should call on Belgian people to be present at the protest as they would be on the spot already.

The President also suggested to send a strong message to EDF members to contact the EP office in their respective country.

The President proposed to contact the president and all members of the Internal Market Committee so that they participate in the Protest.

The President also suggested to organise a live streaming of the protest even if captioning is not possible. The Executive Committee agreed on the Proposal.

4. Finance and fundraising

The President gave the floor to the treasurer who went through the Financial situation. Pat Clarke explained that the accounts were being finalized with a view to send EDF's financial report to the EC. He highlighted the co-financing and income received during the year that lead to a final positive result that would allow EDF  to recuperate almost all the accumulated losses. He thanked all the members for their contribution in paying the membership fees. He also explained that the cash flow situation would be fine due to the recent signature of the EC contract and the payment of the 1st instalments. He also highlighted the need to begin to build a reserve and thus not to limit our efforts to gather more income and co-funding.

The president congratulated the Treasurer, the Director and the Finance Officer for their work in getting a safer and more sustainable financial situation. He recalled that the efforts to be made for the future concerned the whole membership.

The Director recalled the uncertain situation of EDF due to the ending of the triennial contract with the commission and the new one, the funding of which was not yet confirmed. She also highlighted the need to build a reserve in order to fulfil our obligations under Belgian law.

The President called for the drafting of a financial strategy for the coming years with the help of the Auditor.

5. Staff Issues in Camera

Some staff issues have been discussed in Camera.

6. Preparation of the Board meeting and conference

The president gave the floor to the Director who explained the program of the meeting and the conference.

The President pointed out the importance to explain well the plans for the next AGA and the elections process. It was agreed that the Director and the Secretary would present this item. The President explained that he would have the opportunity to meet with Commissioner Thyssen ahead of the AGA and that the meeting seemed to be promising. 

7. Any other business:

· Collective complaint-France (DOC-EXEC-17-02-02)

The Director explained that this item had been followed by Donata Vivanti and Alain Faure and that there was a document outlining the reasons of the Collective Complaint to the Council of Europe in which EDF was involved supporting France. She explained that the complaining organisations in France, including CFHE, wanted to know if EDF was still ready to support the complaint. Donata Vivanti explained that the complaint was in the hands of some lawyers in order to comply with the legal procedure and that a lot of work had still to be done. The Executive Committee decided to continue to support this complaint with the participation of Donata Vivanti, Alain Faure and An-Sofie Leenknecht.

· EDF role in the European Expert Group on Deinstitutionalisation(DOC-EXEC-17-02-03)

The Director explained that the European Expert Group on the transition from institutional to community-based care (EEG) was a broad coalition gathering stakeholders representing people in need of care or support, including children, persons with disabilities, in particular with mental health problems, families, homeless people, as well as service providers, public authorities and intergovernmental organisations.

She explained that the current members of the EEG were: European Disability Forum (EDF), European Network of Independent Living (ENIL), Inclusion Europe, Mental Health Europe (MHE), COFACE Families Europe, Lumos, UNICEF, OHCHR, Eurochild, European Association of Service Providers for Persons with Disabilities (EASPD) and the European Social Network (ESN).

She pointed out that Age Platform had left EEG because they did not agree with the total abolition of residential institutions.

The Executive decided that EDF (represented by Simona Giarratano) should be nominated as co-chair of EEG for the period 2017-2018.

The President suggested to have an in-depth discussion on this issue at the Executive Committee in September.

· Proposal from the Advisory working group on Independent living on an award to commemorate Peter Lambreghts (DOC-EXEC-17-02-04)

Donata Vivanti reported that during the meeting of the Advisory Group on Independent Living in Bratislava, the Group discussed the possibility of having an annual award to commemorate Peter Lambreghts’ role in the disability movement.

She explained the proposed criteria to select the prize winner (the recipient is a grassroots/local level activist, the recipient promotes and advocates for the rights and principles enshrined in Article 19 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the recipient is a person with a disability)

The President suggested to discuss this proposal further with the newly elected Executive Committee.

· Structural Funds:

The President proposed to organise an intense follow-up on this item and to build up our own agenda in order to improve the Regulations that are going to be revised. He suggested to take contacts with DG Region to follow this.
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