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EDF MEMBERSHIP AND CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE MEETING
Minutes 
Date: 


22 October 2020

Present: 
Gunta Anca, chair, Ana Pelaez, member, Christina Wurzinger member, and Rodolfo Cattani, member

Apologies: 

Nadia Hadad, member

In attendance: 
Catherine Naughton, director and Loredana Dicsi EDF secretariat






Opening and welcome:
Gunta Anca the chair, opened the meeting wishing all members and EDF staff welcome. 

1. Adoption of the agenda
The agenda was unanimously adopted by all committee members.. 

2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 29 February 2020
The minutes of the meeting of July 15th were unanimously were adopted

3. Membership Applications
GA explained that three membership applications were received and she requested LD to introduce them one by one.

3.1. CBM-Global Disability Inclusion – applying as associate member
LD explained that CBM-Global is the result of the restructuration of CBM. CBM-Eu liaison, our member was dissolved, but many of its projects and activities are taken over by the applicant. Thus this organisation applies to continue its work with us and  continue their membership. The committee advised this new application instead of the review.

Decision: The committee unanimously agrees to recommend CBM-Global to our Board to becomes an associate member of EDF

3.2. European Council of Autistic People (EUCAP)
The European Council of Autistic People (EUCAP) was established last year, a European organisation of autistic people.  They are evolved from Autism Europe and have some different views. Present in 9 EU member states and the UK. In some countries they have more than one member. They are established in the Czechia. The Czech EDF member agrees with the membership proposal. 

Decision: The Committee agrees unanimously with themembership of  EUCAP as an associate member, and they will recommend them to the board. 
3.3. SO Europe Eurasia Foundation

SO Europe Eurasia Foundation- (Better known as Special Olympics Europe )
They have members in every EU country and the European continent. The structure is not clear from the statutes- but the structure which gathers the network is the foundation registered in Ireland- SO Eurasia Foundation. They have a council of leaders, composed of all the SO NGO, from different member countries. 

LD has asked DFI for their views and they know the Irish member and agrees with the application. 

GA mentions the work in Russian speaking countries which is very important work.

RC pointed out the following aspects: 

· The applicant is a foundation so rightly should become an associate member

· The ordinary membership category is for ENGO which are more organisation ‘for’ persons with disabilities 

AP pointed out: 

· CERMI women’s foundation is both a foundation and an NGO and can act in both ways.
GA completed:

· Two different status exist in Latvia- for associations and both are the same 

CW wanted to know what is the reason behind the rule of foundations not being accepted as ENGO/ordinary members 
RC answered that The legal status of a foundation has its own rights and does not have the same legal status of an NGO. 

All committee members admire and appreciate the activities of SO Eurasia Foundation and only question the legal status. 

AP completed explaining that the issue with Foundations, is they are not democratic participation, because the leadership is appointed by the funder

LD explained that  she has already discussed this issue with the Special Olympic Europe and asked if they could not be an ordinary member, would they be happy to be an associate member. The organisation is happy also to be an associate member. 
Decision SO Europe Eurasia foundation will be accepted in EDF as an associate member. The committee agreed unanimously to make the above mentioned recommendation to the Board. 
The EDF director will call them to explain the decision and ensure a good understanding on both sides. 

As there were no other points to be added to the membership applications by the committee members, the chair proposed to pass to the next agenda point. 
4. Membership Review 
GA summarized that 6 National Councils, three European NGOs full members, 4 European NGO ordinary members and 6 associate members have been reviewed. She proposed to start the discussion directly with the list of issues.

National Councils

RC requested the floor to remind the committee to take into account NH remark from the e-mail sent to the committee. GA read out her e-mail and her comments could be summarized in the following points: 
Input from Nadia: 

· She cannot be present

· She believes that the purpose of the revision is to ensure that all the members are in line with the CRPD

· She knows that in the Executive committee two national members were discussed, which, although not aligned to EDF statutes, might still be accepted as members.  In the case that these members are accepted, she will agree but believes at least EDF should recommend that they recruit members that are real DPOs so they can be a majority

After the reading of NH’s comments and reflections a discussion has risen that brought the following points as summary:
· We aspire for our national member to include all disability groups- sometimes this is not the case, for many reasons which we are not always aware of
· At national level, sometimes, organisations do not want to become part of the umbrella organisation- this is something we cannot do anything about. 

It is important that the Board is aware of the situation. 

It is important that EDF explains to each member what is expected from them in their category. 

It is also important to remember that practically we cannot intervene if certain large DPOs do not join the national umbrella. 

The Membership and Credentials Committee had difficulty drawing conclusions on some membership applications. RC reminded that the Executive Committee  advised EDF to aspire to maintain the strength, and diversity of the disability movement, and to assess not only the constitution, but also to consider the political matters, such as the CRPD and the unity of the movement. 

It must also be born in mind that the EDF statutes have been been reviewed for many years. 

Our National members should be encouraged to ensure their structures comply with the EDF constitution. 

The chair took the next agenda point on the list of issues. The National Council of cCroatia do not include all the big DPOs for Example the Blind Union.
RC underlined that he was member of the Committee when the organisation was adopted as a Full Member and he said that it is not the fault of the Council if the Blind Union does not want to Join the Council.

Decision: The committee is unanimously in favour that the Croatian national council passes the membership review. 
European NGOs full members

The chair explained that One European NGO Full member is on the list of issues. This one is the European Deafblind Network- The organisation is not represented in sufficient countries within the EU to comply with EDF criteria.
RC considers that there are two problems with the organisation. First they do not have enough members, second, they do not fulfil the criteria to be a full member now that EDF has a full member representing the deaf blind persons in EDBU that is the organisation of deaf blind persons. The organisation is a very active one and it is important they exist and that they are part of EDF, but they comply with criteria of ordinary membership.

After a discussion the general conclusion was that we should contact EDBN. They should not be a full member, but should consider becoming an ordinary member, bearing in mind that they should also increase their number of members. RC proposes to contact first the organisation to try and obtain their agreement and only after this to sending this recommendation to the board. 
Decision: The secretariat will prepare a letter for the chair to send to EDBN in view of this issue. The letter will highlight: 

· The important work they do 

· The requirements of our statutes for full members

· The shortcomings of EDBN in relation to their membership (representation of Deafblind people, Number of countries)

· A recommendation to move to ordinary membership and to build up their membership in new countries

Ordinary members

GA asked LD to update on the ordinary members that are on the list of issues.
LD said that there is one member, which is ARFIE. The organisation has members in only 12 EU member states instead of 14; they are building up their membership and by next year they will reach 14; 
Decision: The committee approves unanimously them passing the review, with a recommendation to continue to expand their membership 

Associate Members

The chair explained that all 6 associate members analyzed did not present any issues. 
1. Associazione Nazionale Mutilati ed Invalidi Civili (ANMIC) 

2. Coalition for Independent Living (CIL) 

3. Commission for the Rights of Persons with Disability (CRPD) 

4. European Federation of Hereditary Ataxias (EURO-ATAXIA) 

5. Light for the World 

6. Union of Disabled People Organizations (UDPO) of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

 The chair asked the committee members if they had any other issue to raise for this point, as this was not the case she passed to the next agenda point.
5. Updates from the organisations on hold
BDF; The chair explained that due to the pandemic she did not manage to organise the face-to-face meeting. She also said that given the actual state of play the situation will not improve soon and that an online meeting should be organise instead of.
The whole committee agrees.

Decision- prepare online meeting with Pierre Gyselinck and Gunta Anca. The secretariat will make the necessary arrangement for this to happen. 
Czech national council; GA asked LD to explain what the situation was. LD explained that she has received immediately after the meeting in July more information about the membership of the Czech National Council. the majority of members are DPOs (29 out of 95 are service providers, and it is not the main activity of those organisations) and they therefore comply with the membership criteria. 

Decision: The committee found the information sufficient and the Czech National Council can be considered they passed the review. 

As there were no other points to raise for this subject the chair took the next agenda point. 

6. Any other business

GA explained that The Cerebral Palsy association from Bosnia and Herzegovina would like to join EDF, but we have no national council there. The National Council, which is not a member of EDF, does not agree with the CP association joining. 

However, RC Committee member pointed out there is no documentation on this case. 

LD explained that the existing documentation was not sent to the committee members because at this point no decision is requested, but advice from the Committee, because she does not know how to proceed further as this type of situation is not in our statutes. She has the official request. She has a rejection from the Bosnian national council. 

The Committee decided that the Cerebral Palsy association can apply to EDF and it can be discussed at the next Membership and Credentials committee. 

7. Date of next meeting 
The chair said that the committee will have a meeting in December and that a date should be chosen.

RC suggested the secretariat to send out a Doodle that would facilitate in finding a date. 

LD expressed her wish to have some more details when the members would prefer to meet to not make the Doodle too long.  

The committee agreed to choose the next date using a doodle link with possible dates between 14 and 20 December. LD will prepare the doodle and send it to the committee members.
The chair asked if anyone had anything to add. As this was not the case she thanked the committee members and the secretariat for their participation and adjourned the meeting.
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