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DOC-BOARD-21-03-07
Report from the Membership and Credentials Committee
                        Document for Decision and Information
Purpose of this item
This item serves to update the Board on the deliberations of the Membership and Credentials Committee. The two substantive items are: 

· One complete membership application has been received and analysed by the Membership & Credential Committee. 

· An update of the Membership Review, which was initiated after our last AGA.
Membership application

The EDF secretariat have received one complete application form that have been analysed by the membership and Credentials Committee. The organisation is applying for Associate membership. 
CBM Italia Applying for associate membership
CBM Italia is a humanitarian organisation committed to the inclusion of

persons with disabilities in the world and in Italy.

CBM (Christian Blind Mission) Italia is linked to CBM International, an international

disability and development organization active since 1908 and focusing on creating

an inclusive world in which all persons with disabilities enjoy their human rights.

Their vision is to make an inclusive world in which all persons with disabilities enjoy their human rights and achieve their full potential.

CBM Italia implements projects compliant with the «UN Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities» in Africa, Asia and Latin America, as well as in Italy.

CBM develops projects in line with the Sustainable Development Goals of the

United Nations, with a particular focus on combating poverty, as well as on the rights

to health, clean water and education. In Italy it builds awareness on inclusion and is

gradually opening programmes prioritizing the areas of inclusive education, health

and independent living.

During 2019 CBM Italia supported 48 projects in 17 countries reaching 1,871,171

persons. Overall, CBM supported 540 projects in 51 countries worldwide.

CBM Italia would like to join EDF as an associate member for the following

two reasons: as a disability and development organization, they would like to become

increasingly aware of policy developments at EU level in the area of

international aid and disability, and would like to join organizations of persons

with disabilities in their advocacy effort in this area. In this respect, they think

that they may possibly contribute to EDF working group on international

cooperation, and can offer their (limited) advocacy capacity at national level

for coordinated advocacy efforts at EU level, together with other EDF

members.
The organisation would like to join EDF as an associate member. The Italian Disability Forum (FID), our member gave a positive recommendation for their potential membership. The organisation was part of CBM organisation that was our member with whom we had several common projects.

For more information check the webpage of CBM Italia.
Membership Review

The Membership Review was further conducted as agreed by the General Assembly in 2019 and fastned to be finalised by the end of the year as decided by the Executive Committee on September the 4th. Thus all members not yet reviewed have already been contacted and requested to proceed to this and given the necessary time to do it. The secretariat has announced this decision via the internal newsletter and updated the page on the Membership Review that is on the Members Area of EDF website.

The Committee, since the last oof the Board on 23 October 2020, that took place online, met twice: once on December 17th and once on March 2nd.  

There have been analysed during this period completely a total of 20 members:

· 7 National Councils

· 3 European NGOs full members

· 4 European NGOs ordinary members

· 10 associate members

The following organisations have been analysed:

National Councils
1. Belgian Disability Forum (BDF)

2. German National Council (DBR)

3. Portuguese National Confederation of Organisations of Disabled People (CNOD) (PT)

4. Cyprus Confederation of Organisations of the Disabled (CCOD) (CY)

5. National Council of People with Disabilities in Bulgaria (NCDPB) (BG)

6. Polish Disability Forum (PDF) (PL)

7. Ieder in (NL)
European NGOs Full Members

1. European Deafblind Union (EDBU) 

2. European Association of Cochlear Implant Users (EURO-CIU) 

3. DEBRA-International 
European NGOs Ordinary Members

1. Association International Aphasia (AIA)

2. The European Guide Dog Federation (EGDF) 

3. European Multiple Sclerosis Platform (EMSP 

4. Design for All Europe (EIDD)
Associate members

1. European Federation of Hard of Hearing Young People (EFHOHYP)

2. Fundación ONCE (FONCE) 

3. Gelijke Rechten voor iedere Persoon met een handicap (GRIP) 

4. Hilfsgemeinschaft der Blinden und Sehschwachen Österreichs (HBSO) 

5. Housing Options Scotland (HOS) 

6. Leonard Cheshire Disability 

7. the European and Ibero-American Academy of Yuste Foundation (FAEY) 

8. The European Myalgic Encephalomyelitis Alliance (EMEA) 

9. Union of Disabled People in Bulgaria (UDPB) 

10. Vittime Italiane Talidomide (VITA) 
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