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ANEX-DOC-BOARD-21-03-08
ANNEX - General human rights update
Ongoing activities on human rights at UN and EU levels

                             Document for information 
Updates on CRPD Committee

Country review in 2021 and review of the European Union 
In March the CRPD Committee will held its 24th session virtually and review Estonia. 

The Committee published a tentative timeline of country reviews. The European countries foreseen for review are: 

· August 2021: France (Concluding observations) 

· March/April 2022: Italy (List of Issues prior to reporting); Norway (List of Issues prior to reporting); United Kingdom (List of Issues prior to reporting)

· September 2022: European Union (List of Issues prior to reporting); Portugal (List of Issues Prior to Reporting) 

Together with the International Disability Alliance (IDA), EDF will continue to support members in preparation of the review, depending on the new agenda of review and needs. 

EDF also prepares an interim alternative report for the EU review. We will organise an online workshop with all EDF members.  
General Comment on Employment 

The Committee has scheduled a public General Discussion on the right of persons with disabilities to work and employment as part of the process of drafting a General Comment on Art. 27 of the Convention, the right to work and employment, on 22 and 24 March 2021. A call for written submissions is open from 25 January until 15 March 2021. Further details are available in this link.
EDF will submit input on the General Comment that will be discussed within EDF Social Policy Committee’s meeting. 
Working Group on deinstitutionalisation 
The Working Group is in charge of preparing draft guidelines on Deinstitutionalisation, including in emergency situations. The ultimate goal is to reinforce the operationalisation of the right to living independently and being included in the community (article 19), the Committee’s General comment No. 5 (2017) on living independently and being included in the community and its Guidelines on liberty and security of the person (2015). 
The Committee is holding online regional consultations with persons with disabilities and their representative organisations: “From isolation, invisibility and segregation into inclusion of persons with disabilities in the community” in February. The consultations focus on Central Asia and Eastern Europe, and Central and South America. EDF is in contact with IDA and EDF members in Eastern Europe. 
Country review by other UN Treaty Bodies, including CEDAW Committee

Countries review have been rescheduled in all UN Treaty Bodies, List of issues and List of Issues prior to reporting continued to be adopted during virtual sessions. 

Committee on Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
· February/March: review of Denmark; List of issues on Italy and Hungary 

· June/July: review of Spain; List of issues of Armenia, Estonia, Finland, Netherlands, Turkey 

· October/November: review of Sweden 

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR)

· February/March: review of Finland and Latvia; List of issues on Lithuania and Portugal 

· September/October: List of issues of Armenia and Romania 
Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

· May/June: review of Cyprus, Czechia, Luxembourg and Poland; List of issues on Albania, Bulgaria, Finland and Turkey 

· September: review of Croatia, Greece, Netherlands; List of issues on Estonia 
Committee Against Torture (CAT) 

· April/May: review of Iceland; List of issues on Czechia, Norway 
· July: review of Belgium 

· November/December: review of Lithuania, Serbia and Sweden; List of issues on the Netherlands 

Human Rights Committee 

· March: review of Finland; List of issues on Iceland 

· June/July: List of issues on Albania, France and Turkey 
Commission on the Status of Women and Beijing +25 

The 65th session of the Commission on the Status of Women will take place from 15 to 26 March 2021. In light of the evolving COVID-19 situation, and taking into account the latest guidance from the UN and WHO, it will take place in a hybrid format with mostly virtual meetings.
The priority theme of the year is “Women's full and effective participation and decision-making in public life, as well as the elimination of violence, for achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls”. We have submitted with IDA a joint oral statement on political participation of women with disabilities. 

EDF is in contact with IDA and the European Women’s Lobby concerning activities related to the 25th anniversary of the Beijing Platform of Action that have been postponed to 2021. 
EU Policies and initiatives 

EU Disability Rights Strategy 
The most important policy document to be adopted this year is the EU Disability Rights Strategy. It is expected for the published on 3rd of March.

On 17th of March, EDF will organise a workshop with EDF members on the strategy. There will be a specific session on human rights. Members of the Committee are encouraged to attend. 

Green paper on Ageing 

In January, the EU published a green paper on ageing and launched a 12 weeks consultation on the topic. We are in contact with AGE Platform. Although the paper does refer to persons with disabilities, we are concerned by the lack of a human rights based approach and measures to address discrimination, and reference to measures to “protect vulnerable adults”. 

Upcoming consultations 

Important consultations have been announced. We will in particular provide inputs on: 

· Demographic change in Europe - green paper on ageing
· Modernising judicial cooperation between EU countries – use of digital technology
· Supporting crime victims – evaluation of the Victims’ Rights Directive
· Violence against women and domestic violence – fitness check of EU legislation
· Combating gender-based violence – protecting victims and punishing offenders
Country review by Group of Experts on Action against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO)
This year, GREVIO will review the implementation of the Istanbul Convention in Norway, Estonian, Cyprus, Switzerland and Iceland. We have informed EDF members in those countries and will support them in preparation and submission of alternative reports. 

	2021 GREVIO Country review 
	Deadline to submit alternative report 

	Norway
	End of February 

	Estonia 
	End of May

	Cyprus, Switzerland and Iceland 
	End of June 
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