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DOC-EXEC-21-01-05
Campaign on Oviedo Protocol
                                     Document for discussion
Purpose of this item
The Executive agreed at the last meeting to strengthen the campaign against the draft additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention that is put for adoption by the DH-BIO Committee and Council of Europe this year.
Questions for the executive Committee 

· Do you agree with the proposed course of action to prevent the adoption of the draft additional protocol? 

· What kind of advocacy can be planned at national level? 

· Would you be interested in writing a blog post or do an interview? 
Introduction 

The Council of Europe is composed of 47 Member States from the European region with the role of upholding human rights, democracy and rule of law is persisting in its work to adopt its additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention ("Draft Additional Protocol concerning the protection of human rights and dignity of persons with mental disorder with regard to involuntary placement and involuntary treatment").  EDF and partners have long called for this to be dropped, because it is in direct conflict with the CRPD. If adopted, this additional protocol will authorise some forms of involuntary placement and treatment of persons with disabilities. We want this draft to be withdrawn and for Member States to consider other alternatives that comply with the human rights of persons with disabilities. EDF has worked closely with members and partners to oppose the additional protocol, and yet, the DH-BIO Committee plans to put the text to a vote in June, and could be officially adopted by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe by end of the year. 

We have campaigned for some time, using different means – attending meetings, public communication, events (like the Work Forum), letters to national governments and Ambassadors in Strasbourg. The only shift we have seen is small changes in language and an attempt to gather good practice examples through a compendium proposed by DH-BIO in 2019. Ultimately, the additional protocol final draft (see annex) still endorses forced treatment and placement and does not aim for zero coercion. 

At the November meeting, the Executive agreed that EDF continues to work with partners to campaign against the draft protocol; we need to create political objection at national, European and international levels. 
Timeline 

· June 1 – 4, 2021: State delegations vote in DH-BIO committee plenary meeting  

· June – September (TBC)
· Adoption by Steering Committee on Human Rights (formality) 

· Non-binding opinion of the Parliamentary Assembly 
· Fall 2020 (exact time TBC): adoption by Committee of Ministers – usually by consensus involving all Member States of the Council of Europe (even those who did not ratified the Oviedo Convention) – if no consensus the rule is 2/3 majority, however we have been informed that the opposition of 5-10 countries could be enough to derail the process  

Proposed campaign 

International and European level 

· Political letters and meetings: 

· Secretary General of the Council of Europe
· UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
· WHO (with IDA) 

· Involvement of UN Special Rapporteurs and UN Treaty Bodies (with IDA) 
· Engagement of the EU- Dalli 

· Pro bono advice request to assess the impact of the adoption of the protocol would have on the implementation of the CRPD by the EU has been done. It is our understanding that the Commission can only intervene if there is an impact on its ability to implement the CRPD which needs to be legally demonstrated.
National level 

· Creation of a toolkit for members and partners on advocating against the draft protocol at national level (with Mental Health Europe) 
· Supporting outreach to State permanent representation in Strasbourg and Geneva (with members)
Media campaign 
· Use of social media to reach out to countries/political actors 
· Update EDF webpage on the additional protocol and our campaign 
· Blog Posts and interviews 

· Op-ed/reaching out to journalists 
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