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DOC-EXEC-21-01-06
Planning of the meeting with the Disability Intergroup bureau
                                            Document for discussion
Purpose of this item
On Friday 29th, from 10 to 12, and as every year, the Disability Intergroup will meet with the EDF Executive Committee. The objective of this meeting is to exchange information, assess progress on the Disability Intergroup work programme, and plan and coordinate the activities for 2021. 
Questions for the Executive Committee 

· Do you have any other item that should be discussed in the meeting with the Disability Intergroup bureau?

· Is there a specific priority that should be taken up by the Disability Intergroup this year?

Introduction 

All members of the EDF Executive Committee are invited to register for the meeting.

The meeting will be chaired by MEP Radka Maxová (Czechia, Renew Europe Group).

This is the draft agenda:

1. MEP Radka Maxová welcoming remarks

2. Adoption of the agenda

3. Reporting on achievements in 2020 by Alejandro Moledo
4. Update from the European Disability Forum by Yannis Vardakastanis, EDF President

5. Discussion on COVID-19 and persons with disabilities by Catherine Naughton
6. Update on European Disability Strategy 2021-2030 by Catherine Naughton
7. Campaign on setting up a CRPD focal point in the European Parliament by MEP Radka Maxová
8. Emergency Resolution on Professional Deafblind Interpreters/Intervenors and Equal Access to Communication and Information for Persons with Deafblindness in Europe, by MEP Adam Kosa

9. Planning for 2021 by Alejandro Moledo (based on the previous discussion)
10. Any other business

11. Closing of the meeting by MEP Radka Maxová

Reporting on 2020 activities

EDF Secretariat has compiled in a document (see Annex I) the main work of the Disability Intergroup in 2020. If you need any further information about any of them, please write to Alejandro.
COVID-19

EDF joined forces with AGE Platform and the European Public Service Unions to call the Parliament for setting up an inquiry committee to further investigate the impact of COVID-19 in residential institutions. Given that there have been and there are more violations of the human rights of persons with disabilities, EDF Secretariat has been discussing with the Intergroup’s chair and co-chair from the Greens the possibility of calling for a general inquiry committee on the impact of the pandemic, in which we can include all issues. This possibility was discussed in the meeting with the Parliament President, who said he will look into the legal basis for it.
EDF Secretariat will gather cases of contraventions of EU law to argue the legal basis for such committee, and we will encourage Disability Intergroup members to do the same and support this initiative.  

If such committee is established, Disability Intergroup members must become members and make sure the inputs from the disability movement are taken on board in discussions and the conclusions of the committee.
Update on the Disability Rights Strategy

EDF Secretariat will give a brief update on the recent news about the release of the Strategy, and we will encourage the Intergroup bureau to remain active on fulfilling and exceeding its objectives.
Proposal to the Intergroup: to host an event with the Commission and the whole intergroup to discuss the Strategy once launched.

Campaign on the EP focal point

Following EDF recommendations, several members of the Disability Intergroup have been advocating strongly for the establishment of a disability focal point within the European Parliament. Among them, MEP Maxová and Langensiepen were the most active.

MEP Langensiepen explicitly called the Parliament President to set up this focal point in a Greens group meeting in which he was invited.

MEP Maxová is publicly active on this matter. She sent letters to the three institutions, Commission, Parliament and Council requesting a disability focal point. She also mobilised one of the Vice Presidents of the Parliament, MEP Charanzová (an ally of EDF in the Web Directive), who along with Vice President Hautala (Greens) asked the Secretary General of the Parliament about this possibility. The Secretary General only replied with soft commitments on the obligations of the Parliament as public administration, as they don’t agree that the Parliament should have the CRPD focal point when this is appointed in the Commission.
MEP Maxová may want to discuss the possibility of organising a high level meeting with Parliament bureau members, the Parliament Secretary General, the UN special rapporteur for disability rights, and EDF to discuss this issue.

The possibility of setting up a standing committee on disability rights that could act as focal point was proposed by EDF President in his meeting with Mr Sassoli as it’s the case in national parliaments like Greece, Ireland or Spain. Mr Sassoli did not explicitly reacted to this, but referred to a joint meeting once the Disability Strategy is released.

Emergency resolution on deafblindness

This point was included by MEP Kosa. The resolution is included in Annex 2 of this document.

Priorities for 2021

As for the priorities that we can propose to the Intergroup this year, these could include:

· Disability Rights Strategy: public event with all the Intergroup members and the Commission to discuss the Strategy once it is published (March/April).

· International Cooperation: event planned by EDF and IDDC (International Disability Development Consortium) to be held in March.

· Right to vote and political participation: Intergroup members will be crucial to get a broad support to a resolution in the Constitutional Affairs committee aiming at amending the European Electoral Law.

· Request the reactivation of the CRPD Network as it did not hold any meeting since the beginning of the term.

· EU Pilar of Social Rights: the Commission will present its Action Plan and the Portuguese presidency will push forward the social agenda of the EU. Intergroup members can seek for ways to support this priority.
· Children with disabilities: nothing substantial was reported in 2020. A conference about this was planned in one of the EDF Board meetings with the participation of the Intergroup.
· Accessibility in digital services: the Parliament will work this year on several flagship proposals to regulate the legal framework of digital services and Artificial Intelligence. Intergroup members will support the inclusion of accessibility as one core element of those services. 

· Event on the Green Deal: it was planned for last year. This could be organised on the second half of 2021.
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