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Annex 2: Update on ongoing activities at European level
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EU Policies and initiatives 
EU Disability Rights Strategy 
The most important policy document to be adopted this year is the EU Disability Rights Strategy. It is expected for the published on 3rd of March.
On 17th of March, EDF will organise a workshop with EDF members on the strategy. There will be a specific session on human rights. Members of the Committee are encouraged to attend. 

Green paper on Ageing 
In January, the EU published a green paper on ageing and launched a 12 weeks consultation on the topic. We are in contact with AGE Platform. Although the paper does refer to persons with disabilities, we are concerned by the lack of a human rights based approach and measures to address discrimination, and reference to measures to “protect vulnerable adults”. 
Upcoming consultations 

Important consultations have been announced. We will in particular provide inputs on: 

· Demographic change in Europe - green paper on ageing
· Modernising judicial cooperation between EU countries – use of digital technology
· Supporting crime victims – evaluation of the Victims’ Rights Directive
· Violence against women and domestic violence – fitness check of EU legislation
· Combating gender-based violence – protecting victims and punishing offenders
Country review by Group of Experts on Action against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO)
This year, GREVIO will review the implementation of the Istanbul Convention in Norway, Estonian, Cyprus, Switzerland and Iceland. We have informed EDF members in those countries and will support them in preparation and submission of alternative reports. 

	2021 GREVIO Country review 
	Deadline to submit alternative report 

	Norway
	End of February 

	Estonia 
	End of May

	Cyprus, Switzerland and Iceland 
	End of June 


Ratification of the European Convention on Human Rights by the EU and judgments of the European Court on Human Rights
Under Article 6(2) of the Treaty of Lisbon, the EU has the obligation to accede to the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) and negotiations are currently taking place between the EU and the Council of Europe. We are concerned about the impact of the accession to the Convention by the EU, in particular as provisions violate the CRPD – in particular article 16 on the right of liberty and security. Article allows the “lawful detention of persons for the prevention of the spreading of infectious diseases, of persons of unsound mind, alcoholics or drug addicts or vagrants.”
This may also be problematic in light of jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights that is not in line with the CRPD. For instance, in February 2021 the court ruled against the right to vote of persons under guardianship who are also deprived of their legal capacity, instead favoring a legal scheme that discriminates against and excludes persons with disabilities. 

This item will be further discussed at the Board meeting (see DOC-BOARD-21-03-11). 

Campaign against draft additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention (toolkit for members)
EDF continues its campaign against the draft additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention. This year is decisive because the final draft was agreed by the DH-BIO Committee and will be put for adoption in June. 
Timeline 

· June 1 – 4, 2021: State delegations vote in DH-BIO committee plenary meeting  

· June – September (TBC)
· Adoption by Steering Committee on Human Rights 

· Non-binding opinion of the Parliamentary Assembly 

· Fall 2021-Spring 2022 (exact time TBC): adoption by Committee of Ministers – usually by consensus involving all Member States of the Council of Europe (even those who did not ratified the Oviedo Convention) – if no consensus the rule is 2/3 majority, however we have been informed that the opposition of 5-10 countries could be enough to derail the process 

Together with Mental Health Europe, we are developing a toolkit to advocate against the draft additional protocol addressed to a wide audience: DPOs, services providers, national human rights institutions, equality bodies, parliamentarians. The toolkit gives background information on the draft protocol, explains the human rights violations it creates and proposes concrete advocacy actions at different steps of the process. There will be a presentation and kick-off meeting in March. 
This item will be further discussed at the Board meeting (see DOC-BOARD-21-03-09). 
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