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Minutes of the Youth Committee
4-5 May 2018 Athens Greece

[bookmark: _GoBack]Present	Kamil GOUNGOR- ENIL/NCDP , chair
Victor REHN- EFHOH- European Federation of Hard of Hearing, member
Dominique DE MARNE- Mental Health Europe, member
Francesca SBIANCHI- Italian Disability Forum, member
Sigr¡Ður FOSSBERG THORLACIUS- OBI Icelandic National Council (	OBI), member
Mathieu CHATELIN- Cerebral Palsy European Community Association (CP-ECA), member
Erika BECERRA- Autism-Europe, member
Humberto INSOLERA- EDF Executive committee
Yannis VARDAKASTANIS- EDF president
Catherine NAUGHTON- EDF director
Loredana DICSI- EDF secretariat
Apologies	Danny CANAL- EUD- European Union of the Deaf

1. Opening of the meeting by the chair Kamil Goungor 
The meeting was opened by Humberto Insolera focal person from the Executive. He welcomed all participants and expressed his pleasure to supporting the committee in its work. 
The chair welcomed all youth committee members in Greece, his home country. He wished a fruitful meeting and handed the floor to Loredana from the secretariat.
Loredana gave practical explanation of the programme and reimbursement. She said she will e-mail the claim form to all participants. 
1. Call of members by the chair
Instead of a call the chair proposed to all persons present to introduce themselves, saying their name, country, what they were doing and teach to the group a phrase in their own language (sign language included).
2. Adoption of the agenda
The Agenda was adopted with no additional points to be added. 
3. Introducing EDF and its governing structures (the secretariat)
Loredana introduced EDF explaining its mission, types of membership, governing structures, introduced the secretariat and gave the floor for questions. 
The chair asked whether the youth committee could get a short introduction of each policy officer and its work.
Loredana proposed to do this online she will ask her colleagues to do it. 
4. Introducing the focal point of the committee with EDF Executive Committee (Humberto Insolera)
Humberto did in the beginning of the meeting. 
5. Youth activism in Europe (Ville Majamaa, member of the European Youth Forum board)
Ville joined the committee meeting via conferencing system GoToMeeting. After solving several technical issues the group could hear Ville and see the presentation managed by Manuela Esposito, PA of Francesca youth committee member.
Ville introduced the youth forum, its mission, structure and activities. 
After answering some questions from the committee, he gave an overview of youth rights: which mechanisms exist, which one the Youth Forum would like to set up.
The Youth Forum would like to make a UN Convention on youth. They are waiting an answer from the UN whether they can continue the process. 
Humberto proposed EDF help in doing this as EDF has experience because they managed to make a UN Convention on the Rights of Person with Disabilities. Ville was pleased to hear and promised to bring it to his board and will keep EDF informed.
Youth committee members asked a few questions, like for example how could they cooperate with the youth forum. Loredana answered that both organisations have signed a Memorandum of Understanding and that the two organisations have had previous common projects.
Ville was happy to hear because he didn’t know about the partnership of the two organisations and he asked whether the youth committee had also focal persons for different topics. The committee promised to send them the list of focal persons as soon as they establish it. 
The participants were encouraged by the youth forum to to participating in youth forum events as 10% of participants may be non-members.
Their next board meeting will take place in Greece Athens and it was agreed that Kamil will try to join the public meeting around 20 June when they will be there. 
6. Adoption of work planning of the youth committee
The proposed work plan activities from the four years work plan of EDF specific to youth were explained by Loredana. See Document (Working plan)
The committee members raised their fear to not being able to doing all the items, but agreed to trying their best. They also mentioned that this working plan was not created by them, so not everything there is necessarily important for them. They agreed to adopt it via e-mail after changes.
The action plan will be finished by end July and sent to the executive and board in November as advised by the president.
-Erasmus+
A call for stories will be launched. Loredana will send to the committee the plan of the previous committee regarding this.
-Employment workshop conference in Romania
Youth committee found it very interesting. For the activity planned Loredana had a first discussion with Romanian Presidency and they were interested. The topic of the conference coincides with the objectives of the presidency. 
EBU and EUD have already made studies on their group and EBU provided trainings. Humberto suggests gather experiences from membership and gather all publications for the kit.
For open interviews we should for sure have the approval of the person. Maybe open interview during the conference workshop in Romania.
On the activity on housing in 2021 accessible students houses should be also taken into account. Humberto mentions also the accessible housing for deafblind persons.
For the annual picture exhibitions they should be made accessible for everyone. And the exhibition, at least when the youth committee organises it, to be open to other forms of art. 
Other topic, not specific to youth where youth involvement would be needed, the EU elections that will take place next year.
7. Youth committee- internal communication, roles and responsibilities
The e-mail address of youth committee will be managed by Kamil and Dominique in the beginning and the second person may change after a while. The credential of the addresses will be sent to the persons in question.
Kamil will make a Facebook Group for the committee for internal communication between them. 
EDF will make visit cards for the youth committee with the youth committee e-mail and EDF address. 
8. Preparing communication for the Board and or General Assembly (short outcome of meeting)
The committee after an hour discussion came out with the following five values which will guide its work. These are: equality, cooperation, transparency, democracy and participation.
And four focus topics for each year:
· 2018 Erasmus and education
· 2019 Employment
· 2020 Freedom of movement
· 2021 Independent living and housing

They will do other activities too.
Catherine sent them by e-mail the draft taking into account what they said the members will give feedback before sending it to the board.

Outcomes from the meeting with EDF president
· Write a youth manifesto to be published next year during the EDF General Assembly
· Give a training next year to the AGA on youth
· Start applying for membership in the European Youth Forum
· Bring at least two members of the youth committee at the EDF board and AGAs, the chair and one rotating (to be checked if budget wise this is possible, maybe a youth speaker)
· Organise a hearing at the European Economic and Social Committee
· Organise a big conference on youth discuss this to see which resources how to finance it: Suggestion of Dominique organising it in Slovenia Liubliana about tourism on the year of freedom of movement topic 2020 to organise it
· Side event in 2020 at the High Level Political Forum in New work with focus on youth see with IDA too

9. Calendar planning

· Manifesto on Youth from now on until next year before the AGA
· Monthly webinars on different topics: SDGs, UNCRPD other policy areas from EDF or from European Youth Forum
· Around 20 June Youth Forum meeting with Kamil during their board meeting
· End June Youth Academy participation from EDF too
· End July finish action plan of the youth committee to be adopted by Executive in August and adopted by board in November
· August 12 International youth Day an issue of Disability voice dedicated to youth
· November 17-18 EDF board Vienna
· 2 December Youth committee meeting and EDF in Brussels
· 3-4 December European Day of Persons with Disabilities
 
10. Any other business
There were no other business
11. Next youth committee meeting
The next meeting in life will be on 2nd December afternoon at EDF office. 
The chair closed the meeting thanking EDF president for his time and support, and Humberto from the executive Catherine for her help, Loredana too and all participants for their input and work, The interpretors were also thanked for their hard work making accessible this meeting to everyone. 
What people brought home after this meeting:
Light, positivness, friendship, kiwa, got it, solidarity, engagement, safety, excitement, thanks, please, 
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