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27 November 2019 Brussels, Belgium

Date: 			27 November 2019 
Present: 		Kamil Goungor (chair), Danny Canal ,Matthieu Chatelin, Francesca Sbianchi, Sigríður Fossberg Thorlacius (members) and Humberto Insolera substitute focal point from the Executive Committee. 
In attendance: 	Loredana Dicsi from EDF secretariat, Lisa and Leyre , International Sign Language interpreters.	
Apologies : 		Erika Becerra, Dominique de Marné and Victor Rehn 
Welcome and adoption of the agenda
The chair welcomed the committee members and opened the meeting. He reminded the members that the meeting will be shorter as young advocates from Inclusion Europe would join the committee. He mentioned that Francesca was in a meeting about making trainings for the actors of the European Solidarity Corps Programme, but that Francesca would join the team for dinner. He asked if there were any points to add to the agenda. As no one had anything to add the agenda was adopted by the entire committee.
Updates from EDF
Since the last meeting of the youth committee two new people joined the team: Naomi Mobita as communications assistant and Aoifa Price researchers, working on Women with disabilities. Lucia will leave EDF and will be replaced by Gordon Rattrey who will joint the team in January.
Loredana announced the committee members that EDF is going to move in another office as from December 12. The new office is not far from Arlois metro Station that is accessible and the closest tube station Madou is in process of becoming accessible.
Loredana said that she is not going to give details about the European Day of Persons with Disabilities as this will be done during the common meeting with Inclusion Europe where a common message will be prepared. 
Project with ESN continuation of the Inclusive Mobility Alliance
Loredana gave details about the meeting of the Inclusive Mobility Alliance (IMA) held on 20 november. The project entered by Erasmus Students Network (ESN) has not been approaved thus the meeting was held with no financial resources. During the meeting it was decided that the alliance would continue to meet despite the lack of financial support and would continue advocating for inclusive Erasmus+. 
EDF will chair the alliance for the first half of the year together with SIHO a Belgium member dealing with higher education students. EDF will host the next meeting in the first trimester of the 2020.
Next youth committee meeting and European Youth Event.
Loredana explained that the EDF team proposed to organize next youth committee meeting before the European Youth Event. This event is a large scale event, there will be around eight thousands young people participating in. The EDF team things this would bring the youth Committee visibility and have a good perception of the youth movement. The European Youth Event is taking place in Strasbourg from 29 to 30 May. The EDF Youth Committee would meet the day before on 28 May afternoon. 
 Inclusive Universities for all project with Fondacion Once
Loredana reminds the committee members that this project have already been introduced in the previous meeting of the committee. The project was approved by the Spanish Erasmus+ Agency and will receive funding.
EDF is in charge of one of the intellectual outputs to provide a training on inclusiveness. Edf will also have to organize a meeting of the partners and a multiplier event in 2021.
The youth committee will be asked to participate in the meetings foreseen. There is a first meeting taking place on 23 and 24 January in Madrid Spain. As during this meeting there will be discussed a lot about organization Loredana thinks that for this meeting there will go soemeone from the staff of EDF. 
Erasmus+
Loredana give details about what have been done for the Erasmus+ folder.
She explaines that the European Parliament have tabled all EDF’s amendments with the requests of EDF. 
EDF wanted: 
· Reference to important legislation and conventions such as the Convention on the Rights of persons with disabilities, the Web Accessibility directive, 
· Accessibility reference to reasonable accommodation
· Financial support for persons with disabilities
· Training on inclusion to Agencies working staff etc
As from September the file entered into trialog process. This is a discussion between the Commission, the European Parliament and the Councile of the European Union to reach common consensus on all points not agreed. The council unfortunately did not want to take the references to legal documents in the article but EDF hopes they will be mentioned in the text elsewhere. However a good point is that there is mention of budget to support persons with disability and the possibility to prefinancing when needed. 
The The parliament proposed in the text to request the commission to develop an Inclusion strategy for both Erasmus+ and the European Solidarity Corps. In this strategy there should be mention of trainings and other elements.
Which actions did EDF do?
· Contacted the Raporteur via e-mail who promised his support
· Sent EDF’s demands to all education attachées, these are representatives of the EU memberstates dealing with the policy aspect of the Erasmus+ Programme 
· Met the Lithuanian attaché in person
· Worked with the Commission DG EAC on a first draft of the Inclusion Strategy
During the the European Days of Persons with Disabilities Loredana arranged a meeting during lunch for the youth committee and the representative from DG EAC working on the Erasmus+ Programme. Francesca and Kamil would join a meeting early before the EDPD start with DG Employment and Education and some students and volunteers part of Erasmus+ or the European Solidarity Corps.
European Solidarity Corps 
The process for the European Solidarity Corps (ESC) was similar to the Erasmus+. The European  Parliament included in their proposal all EDF requests. The trialog process started also in September. EDF’s demands are the same like for the Eramsu+.
Actions taken by EDF:
· Meeting with rapporteur and shadowraporteur at the European Parliament jointly with Lumos an organization for children.
· Met expert from the Gue party
· Provided input in the compromises
· Participating in the Working group on ESC of the commission
· Meeting with the commission for the inclusion strategy
The joint advocacy with Lumos will continue during the nex year.
Loredana explained that the most important parts of the legal text have been agreed on and during the Croatian Presidency the budget should be adopted and the small details of the text the recitals.
Updates from the Chair and other members
The chair said he wanted also the other members of the committee gto give feedback about their activities they followed up. He started giving first his updates. 
Discover EU
They want to help youngsters who can not afford accommodation to work with youth hostel work with solidarity corps project get food for a better price
High Level Political Forum in New York
We connected to the group on youth and children
Report from the other members
Danny
· Participation in the Council of members of the European Youth Forum and the General Assembly. He had the opportunity to bring up some suggestions how to become more disability friendly and be more inclusive during their meetings and activities. 
· At beginning of July he participated in an activity of the European Youth forum at an expert committee about inclusive housing and employment. 
Mathieu
· Participation in the youth activity in Amiens to explain what the EU can do for young people. Mathieu explained he spoke in the opening event and did two workshops the next days with young persons with disabilities from France.
· Event on European Disability Strategy as a private person The event was about the European Disability Strategy. There was an exchange with the EU institutions what do we want in future strategy. Mathieu brought up that Freedom of  movement should have a more prominent place but not wormly welcome by institutions
· Second event on employment of persons with disabilities At the event There wer also big companies. It was mentioned that the  situation is difficult for persons with disabilities some measures can be put in immediate effect which are not too costly:  flexibility,  put some adjustment in place, alternative recruitment process for persons with autism for example. 
Membership within the European Youth Forum
Danny wanted to know which was the situation regarding the application of EDF as member of the European Forum.
Loredana answered that this is to be finalized.
Danny explains that in the European Youth forum there is not much representation of Organisations of Young People with Disabilities. At this moment the European Youth Forum have only the European Union of the Deaf Youth (EUDY) and European Federation of of Hard of Hearing Youth (EFHOHyP) The European Youth Forum would also like to have a more diverse representation of youth with Disabilities. They suggested to have a youth organization of EDF. 
Loredana explained that at this moment EDF does not wish to have a youth organization made of the Youth Committee.
Mathieu gave also feedback on the topic from his participation in the Council of Members in November that took place in Amiens. He explained that we can apply to become associate member a new member category that is for NGOs which are not specificly youth organisations, but have a committee that is not independent from the main body. 
Mathieu thinks that if we become associate member they they will understand the importance of representation of diversity and in this case of the disability and they may change in their membership criteria for full members and thus will have more possibility of being represented. Mathieu explained further that we should take the opportunity and apply because the European Youth Forum made specially for EDF to be able to join this category and if we are not member, they are not sure to be able to continue inviting EDF in participating in their meetings. Loredana confirms that the secretariat said we will apply and YFJ can see the committee in action at the Youth Committee meeting and the European Youth Event.
New youth committee
The chair reminded the committee members that in 2021 the term of the present committee will end. She asked Loredana if she knows how the selection procedure of the Youth Committee happens and if the Youth Committee has any role. He want to make sure that there is continuation in the Youth Committee.
Loredana explains that the committee will be renewed in 2021 and full members can nominate young representatives. The secretariat gathers the information and the Executive Committee decides.
Kamil explained that It is important not only to encourage members to be active but the youth committee should have the opportunity to be inved in the selection process. The youth Committee should indeed have a voice in whose going to become a committee member. He wanted to know Humberto’s opinion on the question. 
Humberto finds important that the Youth Committee supports the overall EDF strategy. Yes he will support the request of the committee in front of the Executive Committee. 
Kamil draft an e-mail with this to request the executive committee. 
Kamil precises it that the youth committee should be taken as a co-decider.
The old members would like to continue to provide their support They would like to know how could they support.
Loredana explained that in EDF there is nothing foreseen at this moment. But indeed the nominating members should better include these young people in their organization and use what they have learned during their mandate. She said she will suggest the secretariat to prepare a letter for each member to recomand them and request the nominating members to plan something more concrete.
European Youth Event Activities
Loredana told the committee that the Youth outreach department of the European Parliament have contacted EDF. Loredana participated in two meetings with a representative of the team Ms. Laura Popa. The EYE team would like EDF to be a partner. EDF has agreed and will be a partner of EDF
As partner EDF will have to organize at least two activities inside the European Parliament. The two proposed activities sent with the preparation documents for the meeting are around freedom of movement the topic chosen by the committee for 2020. 
In front of the parliament during the EYE there will be activities taking place in the framework of the YoFest. Those activities are less formal, more interactive and EDF Youth Committee could propose something for that one too. 
Ideas for activities:	
· Treasure hand
· A wheel chair rice
· Stand up comedy on disability
As the group from inclusion Europe arrived Kamil says that the meeting will need to be ended . Loredana proposed to deal with the not discussed items via e-mail: Adoption of Work plan, the statement on hate speech, the Activities for 2020 that have been partly dealt with and the study visit session.
The chair thanked the participants and reminded that the next committee was to take place in 28 May 2020 in Strasbourg France. 



