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Document 2 
Latest from the Recovery and Resilience Facility
Document for information
Purpose of this item

The purpose of this item is to update the Committee members on the latest developments regarding the Recovery and Resilience Facility, the main COVID-19 relief fund from the EU. 
We will explore what issues have arisen and what EDF is doing about it. 

What is the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF)

The Recovery and Resilience Facility consists of large-scale financial support to both public investments and reforms, which make EU countries’ economies more resilient and better prepared for the future. The support will take the form of up to €310 billion in grants and up to €250 billion in loans. It will temporarily boost the financial firepower of the EU budget.

The spending of this money will be guided by a document that each Member State will deliver to the Commission called the “Recovery and Resilience Plan” (RRP). This will then need to be approved by the Commission before the money starts flowing. 

In practice, the RRF has the potential to invest in any kind of reform that might help boost economic recovery, including things such as employment initiatives, education, services, transport, digitalisation or the built environment. The argument of EDF from the beginning of the process has been that, since persons with disabilities were among the hardest hit by the pandemic, also in terms or employment and poverty, there should be a clear focus on disability in the RRPs. 

Where are we now in the process?

The European Parliament has adopted its position on the Regulation establishing the Recovery and Resilience Facility, as has the Council. 
The Member States are now in the process of submitting their draft national Recovery and Resilience Plans (RRPs) to the Commission. These plans outline what they intend to spend the money on. In the Commission’s guidelines to Member States, emphasis was put on the need for governments to consult civil society on what the Plans should focus on. In November last year we sent out to all national disability councils model letters to contact the national Ministries of Finance and of Social Affairs (or the national equivalents) to request that they be included in the consultation. We also provided contact details for the Commission desk officers dealing with the RRPs for each Member State. 
Our understanding from members, and from NGOs working in other sectors, is that the consultation process by the Member States has been very poor. So far we have seen RRPs emerge for Hungary, Greece, Slovakia, Czechia, Bulgaria, Slovenia and Latvia. 
What is EDF doing? 
Since it is now quite late in the process to further influence the national RRPs at the Member State level, EDF will now release a resolution on the RRF as a whole to call out the neglect Member States have shown in engaging in dialogue with civil society. We also seek to call out the lack of transparency around the process, particularly for the Member States who are deciding not to make their RRPs publicly available (such as Slovenia). 

In the EDF resolution, we will be calling on the Commission to reject any RRPs where the Member State cannot present proof of meaningful consultation with relevant civil society groups, and to ask them to rework their financing priorities. To the Member States themselves, the resolution will list the areas where we want to see specific investment to support persons with disabilities in recovering from the COVID-19 crisis. 

This will be a Board Resolution. It has been sent for written input and will be voted on for adoption during the Board session on the 8th of March. 
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