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DOC-BOARD-21-03-12
Update from Women’s Committee
                 Document for information and discussion 
Purpose of this item
This document gives an update to board members on the work of EDF Women’s Committee and priorities to advance the rights of women and girls with disabilities at national, European and international levels.
Questions for the Board 

1. Do you have feedback or comments on the actions EDF takes to advance the rights of women and girls with disabilities? 

2. How involved are you and your members on women’s rights? What actions are you planning for 2021? 

Report from 2020 

In January, the Committee adopted its 2021 report on activities and achievements. The highlights are:  

· 2 online meetings of the Committee in May and November

· Organisations of 4 webinars in relation to the rights of women and girls with disabilities: Training on the Istanbul Convention (May 2020); Impact of COVID-19 on women and girls with disabilities (June 2020); Training on CEDAW (September 2020); Ending violence against women and girls with Disabilities in the EU (November 2020) 
· Participation of members in 9 external events

· Recommendations on 4 EU consultations on gender equality and women’s rights

· Publication of a Guide on engaging with the CEDAW Committee and a webpage on the Istanbul Convention

· 11 EDF Women’s Voice newsletters sent to 190 subscribers

The full report is available on EDF website.  
Actions point for 2021 
Also in January, the Committee adopted its activities for 2021. They include: 

· Analyse the inclusion of women and girls with disabilities in the EU Disability Strategy 2021-2030 and advocate for gender mainstreaming in its implementation

· Propose a hearing in the European Parliament on women and girls with disabilities in EU policies 

· Monitor the implementation of the Gender Equality Strategy and participate in any consultation on gender equality and women rights by the European Commission

· Support members in reporting to the CEDAW Committee and GREVIO 

· Organise a webinar on using the UN optional protocols to defend the rights of women and girls with disabilities, and a webinar on trafficking of women and girls with disabilities in the context of global migration 
The full actions point of the Committee are available in Annex. 
Work undertaken (so far) 
· We supported members from Denmark, Italy and Hungary to report to the CEDAW Committee for the session and pre-session of February. 

· We have submitted a statement of EDF and IDA for the Commission on the Status of Women. The statement focuses on the right of political participation of women with disabilities. 

· We are collaborating with IDA in the preparation of a webinar on using the CRPD and CEDAW optional protocol- to take place end of March. 

· We are preparing input for two important consultations of the European Commission: 

· Violence against women and domestic violence – fitness check of EU legislation
· Combating gender-based violence – protecting victims and punishing offenders
[image: image3.png]EUROPEAN
DISABILITY

FORUM




3

