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DOC-EXEC-21-04-03
Update on EDF role in networks and EU platforms 
                        Document for information and decision 
Purpose of this item
This document gives an overview of some key networks EDF is involved in and presents key information and some decisions. 
Questions for the executive Committee 

· Should we propose candidacy in the Management Committee of Social Platform?

· Do you agree that EDF becomes a partner of the New European Bauhaus Initiative

· Do you have any other questions/ comments about the EDF role in networks 

Introduction 

European Women’s Lobby- verbal update from Pirkko
Civil Society Europe – verbal update from Yannis/ Catherine 

International Disability Alliance- verbal update from Yannis and Klaus

Social Platform- update from Catherine and decision to be presented

We are active members of the Social Platform. Our recent policy activities within the Platform recently have been the following:
· Taking part actively in the Social Platform Working Group on the Social Pillar

· Contributing Social Platform’s advocacy position and reaction to the Social Pillar Action Plan

· Supporting Social Platform in its work around the new Social Scoreboard to measure the implementation of the Social Pillar

· Participation in the Taskforce on Minimum Wage

· Contribution to the Position paper on the new Directive on Adequate Minimum Wage

· Contribution to the Social Platform position paper on Social Services.

Catherine has been a member of the Management Committee, as Vice President for 2 terms and can run again. However, this should be discussed during the executive meeting to take a decision. 
New networks and platforms:

EDF is strengthening its advocacy in health.  

EU Health Policy Platform

Marine Uldry is now part of the online EU Health Policy Platform which is for written update and exchange with the EC on health policy issues. It allows us to get an overview of initiatives, actions and development in the area of health from the EC, service providers, civil society and others. It also gives us the opportunity to share information on access to health for persons with disabilities with these actors.
European Public Health Alliance

The EPHA is the network at EU level which is the Civil Society interlocutor for the EC on many public health and health equality concerns. EPHA is the interlocutor of the Commission’s directorate for Health and includes most civil society networks working on health in Brussels. EDF has been collaborating on vaccination issues and will assess more deeply if we should propose to join this platform. https://epha.org/
CONCORD

The executive committee recently agreed for EDF to apply for associate membership in CONCORD. The decision from CONCORD is pending and we will keep the executive updated. 
New European Bauhaus
The European Commission has published a new initiative: the “New European Bauhaus“. EDF has publicised it on our website and members area. It is one of the many initiatives that have its roots in the “EU Green Deal“, the strategy that aims to reduce EU carbon emissions. Most people will have heard of “Bauhaus” in connection with architecture in design, as it describes a style of early 20th century design focusing on functionality as well as form. In this new initiative, those two things are connected to think about how our spaces can be “beautiful, sustainable, and inclusive”. It concerns architecture, urban spaces, and also the work environment. As it is related to architecture and urban planning, it is also connected with Universal Design or Design for All. Inclusive environments have to be accessible as well. It also relates to Standards, such as the new European Standard on accessibility and usability of the built environment (EN 17210). It is an opportunity to highlight accessibility as part of the wider sustainability debate and mainstream it in architecture and design.

What is the Commission planning concretely:

· the “New European Bauhaus Prize”

· several pilot projects that are yet to be defined

· provide financial support through ad-hoc calls of procedures (yet to be defined) for innovative ideas and products

· co-designing projects with partners

EDF has been:

· Attending info sessions
· Sharing the information with members 

We will proceed to 

· Share ideas and examples of sustainable and inclusive initiatives via the New European Bauhaus website

· Possibly, become a partner 
Consumer Policy Advisory Group of the Commission (DG Justice): Gunta to give a verbal update on this new body EDF is a member of
More detail on this official Commission expert group can be found on the Commission’s website.
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