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DOC-EXEC-21-04-05
Concept note for human rights report 2021
                                       Document for decision
Purpose of this item
This document informs members of the Executive about EDF’s Secretariat proposal for the 2021 human rights report on right to vote and political participation. It follows up on previous discussion in EDF Executive, board and human rights committee meeting on the human rights report. 
Questions for the executive Committee
· Do you agree with the proposal to have the 2021 human rights report on the right to vote and political participation? 

· Do you agree with the focused concept note and outline for the human rights report? 

· We need to shorten the human rights reports- what, for you are the most important parts of our previous reports, that we should not cut?
Introduction 
EDF has a regular human rights report series concerning the rights of persons with disabilities in the EU. The series looks at both the EU and national levels and generates recommendations for both levels. The first issue was in 2016 to mark 10 years of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. This was an introductory publication and provided a baseline to assess progress at the EU and Member States levels regarding CRPD ratification.  
In the Executive Committee’s meeting on November 23rd 2020 the full planning for 2021 was approved by the executive and in our EC grant application we committed to the human rights report on Political Participation. In January’s executive, the importance of COVID 19, the recovery funding and access to vaccination was also presented as a priority and the secretariat was asked to review the planning. The Human Rights Committee and its Chair and Vice Chair were consulted.

In order to address urgent issues related to COVID 19, EDF continued with Board discussions, resolutions and ongoing advocacy with our members and IDA on vaccination and recovery plans. A human rights report on these topics would only be ready by early next year, and it was decided that this is not helpful. Our COVID 19 human rights report will be disseminated through this year, and many actions are planned on health: 

· A workshop with members on access to health

· Research and a contribution to the EU study on patients’ rights in cross border healthcare

Furthermore, political participation is still a high priority for members, different actions in this regard are planned in the new Disability Rights Strategy, and given the recent decisions of the European Court of Human Rights, this is a top human rights objective for us.  Therefore, it is proposed that topic of right to vote and political participation remains relevant, including in view of the new EU Disability Rights Strategy and the next European Parliament elections in 2024. 

Concept note 
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, ratified by the European Union and all EU Member States, obliges its States parties to guarantee the right to vote and participation in political and public life for persons with disabilities (article 29 CRPD). However:
· About 400 000 EU citizens from 14 Member States are deprived of the right to participate in elections because of their disability. 
· Millions of EU citizens with disabilities have no possibility to vote because of accessibility barriers of the election procedures, polling stations, ballots, information, and so forth. In some countries, there is no alternative to the established voting procedure. Besides, there are also certain limitations preventing persons with disabilities from choosing assistance of their choice to support them in casting their votes.  

· Furthermore, in some countries, persons with disabilities are considered “unfit” for political office and cannot stand as candidates. 
These are the main issues that this report will shed light upon in approximately 30 pages.

The report aims to gather, analyse and publish key information from the EU and its Member States on right to vote and stand for elections to the European Parliament. Although the focus will be on EU elections, recommendations to better ensure this right at the EU and national levels will conclude the report. This overview will inform our future work on combatting barriers to the right to vote and stand for office, towards the next European elections. We aim to cooperate directly with EDF members, the European Economic and Social Committee, the European Commission, the European Parliament, OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR), the Fundamental Rights Agency and the United Nations Office for Human Rights.

Target audience

· EDF members: to strengthen their advocacy on the right to vote and participation in political and public life. 

· Organisations of persons with disabilities (DPOs) in Europe: to strengthen their advocacy towards the EU and their national governments, to guarantee political and public life participation and right to vote and stand for office for all persons with disabilities.
· Elected officials: to promote collaboration and joint capacity building with DPOs on the right to vote and stand for office, and strengthening legislation and practice in Members States.
· National monitoring bodies, national human rights institutions and ENNHRI, equality bodies and Equinet, the EU CRPD Monitoring Framework: to provide new information to assist in monitoring of the CRPD and its Article 29, and to give clear information on the level of implementation of article 29 across the EU Member States

· Policy makers at the international, EU and national level, such as the European Commission, European Parliament and the Council of the EU, the European Cooperation Network on Elections, national governments, the Fundamental Rights Agency and the European Ombudsman, the Council of Europe, the OSCE, UN agencies, and the CRPD Committee, with the aim to make them aware of the state of play in Europe, including good practices, and need to further ensure the right to vote for all persons with disabilities in all levels of elections, and to stand for office

· Stakeholders working in the field of political participation such as European political parties, civil society organisations working on improving democracy in Europe, and other non-governmental organisations working on political participation.
Objectives 

· Explain key obligations under article 29 of the CRPD 

· Collect up-to-date information on the legal and practical barriers to vote and stand as candidate in European Parliament elections, in relation to:

· Right to vote in the European Parliament elections.

· Accessibility of European Parliament elections, with a focus on specific accessible procedures (e.g. ad hoc solutions for persons with disabilities); alternative ways of voting (e.g. postal voting, mobile ballot box, electronic voting, etc.), and free choice of assistance to vote.

· Right to stand as candidate. 

· Raise awareness amongst DPO’s, policy makers, governments and election officials on the comparative situation across the EU on the right to vote for persons with disabilities through comparative maps. 
· Provide recommendations to DPOs and policy makers, governments, and election officials in Europe on the next steps to take with regards to the right to vote and political participation.
[image: image3.jpg]Avenue des Arts 7-8 Tel+3223290059 info@edf-feph.org
B1210 Brussels - Belgium Fax+322329 0059 www.edf-feph.org



1

