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EDF Women’s Committee meeting 
Annex 1: Updates from EDF’s Secretariat (document for information)

UN Treaty Bodies 
Together with the International Disability Alliance (IDA), EDF continue to support members in preparation of the review by UN Treaty bodies, with particular focus on review by the CRPD and CEDAW Committees.  
EDF also prepares an interim alternative report for the EU review. We will organise an online workshop with all EDF members, including the women’s committee. The Committee is also be consulted in written particularly on article 6 on women with disabilities, and to include the perspective of women and girls under the other articles of the Convention. 
Calendar of review 
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)
· August/September 2021: France (Concluding observations) 
· March/April 2022: Italy (List of Issues prior to reporting); Norway (List of Issues prior to reporting); United Kingdom (List of Issues prior to reporting)
· September 2022: European Union (List of Issues prior to reporting); Portugal (List of Issues Prior to Reporting) 
Committee on Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
· February/March: review of Denmark; List of issues on Italy and Hungary 
· June/July: review of Spain; List of issues of Armenia, Estonia, Finland, Netherlands, Turkey 
· October/November: review of Sweden 
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR)
· February/March: review of Finland and Latvia; List of issues on Lithuania and Portugal 
· September/October: List of issues of Armenia and Romania 
Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 
· May/June: review of Cyprus, Czechia, Luxembourg and Poland; List of issues on Albania, Bulgaria, Finland and Turkey 
· September: review of Croatia, Greece, Netherlands; List of issues on Estonia 
Committee Against Torture (CAT) 
· April/May: review of Iceland; List of issues on Czechia, Norway 
· July: review of Belgium 
· November/December: review of Lithuania, Serbia and Sweden; List of issues on the Netherlands 
Human Rights Committee 
· March: review of Finland; List of issues on Iceland 
· June/July: List of issues on Albania, France and Turkey 
Development at EU level 
1. EU Disability Strategy
On 3rd of March, the European Commission adopted its EU Disability Rights Strategy for 2021-2020. 
The Strategy aims to promote the life of persons with disabilities in the EU and beyond in the coming decade and is based on the CRPD ratified by the EU and all its Member States. It promotes an intersectional perspective “addressing specific barriers faced by persons with disabilities who are at the intersection of identities (gender, racial, ethnic, sexual, religious) or in a difficult socioeconomic or other vulnerable situation”.
Women and girls with disabilities are explicitly mentioned among persons with disabilities. There are 4 references to gender and 7 references to women in the text of the strategy.
The Strategy specifically looks at several issues particularly relevant to women and girls with disabilities, such as the necessity to:
· Create gender and culture-sensitive mainstream support services
· Give specific attention of women with disabilities in foresting access to quality and sustainable job in order to ensure economic and social inclusion
· Ensure effective access to justice and combat violence faced by women with disabilities and persons with disabilities living in institutions
· Ensure sustainable and equal access to healthcare, including sexual and reproductive healthcare and prevention services
However, the strategy fails short to include the gender perspective in its planned actions and flagship initiatives. We need to advocate for full inclusion in implementation of the Strategy. We started to do so in relation of the Council Conclusions on the Strategy, and in our public reaction on the Strategy. 
2. EU Gender Equality Strategy
As part of the implementation of the EU Gender Equality Strategy the European Commission launched an important consultations on violence against women and combatting gender-based violence. The consultation aims at assessing the legislation combatting violence against women and measures taken to support victims and punish offenders. It is available in all languages of the EU Member States: 
· Violence against women and domestic violence – fitness check of EU legislation 
· Combating gender-based violence – protecting victims and punishing offenders 
There are 2 links but it is the same questionnaire. To contribute to the consultation we are preparing a position paper on violence against women and girls with disabilities that was sent to the Committee separately. 
3. EU Strategy on victims’ rights 
In June 2020, the EU adopted an EU Strategy on victims' rights (2020-2025). It is very important because it includes victims with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities who are more likely to be victims of violence. There are several references to accessibility and to victims with disabilities.  
Following our advocacy on the Victims’ Rights Strategy, EDF has been asked to become a member of the EU Victims’ Rights Platform. We will continue to include the perspective of women and girls with disabilities through the Committee in advocacy on the implementation of the strategy, for example in the upcoming consultation on the Victims’ Rights Directive. 
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