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DOC-EXEC-21-05-05
Conference on the Future of Europe
                          Document for information and discussion 
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this document is to give an overview of the current state of play of the Conference on the Future of Europe (hereafter the “Conference”), as well as the opportunities and risks for EDF, its members and persons with disabilities in getting involved in this top priority of the EU at the moment. 

Questions for the executive Committee 

· How involved should EDF be as for the Conference on the Future of Europe?
· Should EDF seek opportunities to organize an event as part of the Conference on the Future of Europe?

· Are your organisations considering to contribute to this Conference? How can EDF Secretariat support you in this?
Introduction 

The Conference on the Future of Europe was officially launched on May 9th, Europe’s Day. For one year, the EU institutions will proactively facilitate discussions and inputs from citizens and civil society organisations, EU and national policymakers, on potential reforms of the European Union, and proposals to the EU institutions. 
Objectives of the Conference 

· To reflect on the current EU, its challenges and future.

· Giving European citizens a greater role in shaping EU policies and priorities by facilitating an “open, inclusive, transparent and structured debate”.

· Youth focused.

· In all corners of the EU by digital means and face-to-face gatherings at local, regional, national and European level.
· Topics for the conference are proposed, but others can be suggested. No pre-empted discussion or outcomes.

· EU leaders commitment to follow up on the conclusions of the Conference “in full respect of their competences and the subsidiarity and proportionality principles”. 

Governance and structure of the Conference


· Joint Presidency. the Conference is a joint undertaking of the European Commission, the European Parliament ,and the Council. The three Presidents of these EU institutions signed a Joint Declaration setting the basis of the Conference. 
· Executive Board. An Executive Board, formed by an equal representation of the three institutions, decides on the work, events and processes of the Conference, and reports to the Joint Presidency. The Executive Board will prepare the Conference Plenary, including citizens inputs and their follow up. The Executive Board is supported by a Common Secretariat (from the three institutions). The Executive Board will have the final word on the Conference conclusions that will be sent to the Joint Presidency.
· Conference Plenary. The Conference Plenary will ensure that the recommendations from the national and European citizens’ panels (see below) and inputs through the multilingual platforms (see below), grouped by themes, are debated without a predetermined outcome and without limiting the scope to pre-defined policy areas. The Conference Plenary will meet at least every six months and be composed of 433 members on equal footing with each other. However, it is not clear what will be the powers and working methods of the plenary, and how the members will be appointed. The composition of the plenary will be as follows:
· 108 MEPs;
· 108 representatives from national Parliaments;

· 108 citizens, being 80 of them from the European citizens panels (see below), 27 from the national citizens panels (one per country), and the President of the Youth Forum. One third of these will be young people (under 25).
· 54 national governments representatives (2 per Member State);
· 3 representatives from the European Commission;
· 18 representatives from the Committee of the Regions;
· 18 representatives from the European Economic and Social Committee;
· 8 representatives from the social partners;

· 8 representatives from civil society organisations.
· Citizens panels. Each European citizens panel will comprise 200 citizens and will ensure that at least one female and one male citizen per Member State is included. Citizens will be chosen randomly to set up panels that are representative of the EU's diversity, in terms of geographic origin, gender, age, socioeconomic background and level of education. Young people between 16 and 25 will make up one-third of each panel. At the moment of writing this document, it is not clear how the citizens will be selected. Member States are encouraged to organise their national citizens’ panels (e.g. France has confirmed they will do this).
· Multilingual platform. (https://futureu.europa.eu /) Launched on April 19th, and under the supervision of the European Commission, the platform allows citizens to submit proposals, and comment on others’ ideas. The platform also allows for organisations at regional, national or European level to include their events as part of the Conference on the Future of Europe. This allows the event organisers to submit the conclusions of the discussion. A feedback mechanism will ensure that the ideas expressed during the Conference events result in concrete recommendations for EU action.

Topics of the conference
· Climate change and the environment.

· Health.

· Stronger economy, social justice and jobs.

· EU in the world.

· Values and rights, rule of law and security.

· Digital transformation.

· European democracy.

· Migration.

· Education, culture, youth and sport.

· Other ideas.
Tentative timeline

· 9th May: launch of the Conference
· 19th June: 1st Plenary

· September: 2nd Plenary
· October-November: Citizens Panels

· December: 3rd Plenary.

· March 2022: End of Conference.

Ways of contributing to the Conference
· By submitting ideas through the multilingual platform.

· By organizing events at European or national level linked to the Conference.

· By making sure persons with disabilities are selected for the Citizens Panels, and potentially at the Conference Panel.

· By having EDF representatives at the Conference Plenary.

EDF work

EDF Secretariat has joined the multilingual platform, and is currently assessing the accessibility of the website. In advance of its launch, we called for an accessible online platform. 
EDF Secretariat has also liaised with the Parliament communication team to ensure the accessibility of the communication about and of the Conference. However, the inaugural conference was not accessible. 
EDF President has sent an open letter to the Conference Executive Board with the following key messages:
· Accessibility of the Conference (online platform, materials, events).

· Address the specific needs of persons with disabilities in all the themes.

· Ensure proportionate representation of persons with disabilities in the Citizens Panels.

· Representatives of the disability movement to be present in the Conference Plenary.

EDF Spanish member CERMI organised a Conference about the future of Europe on May 11th, to which EDF President participated by video message. CERMI has already created a position paper about the Conference on the Future of Europe.
EDF joined a press release of a group of civil society organisations to raise our concerns about how the citizens panels will be selected.

We are partners in a project led by the European Youth Forum, on youth participation in the Conference. 

EDF will also work through Civil Society Europe which is organizing a parallel Convention. This Convention will also prepare inputs to the Conference to which EDF will contribute to through different thematic clusters.
EDF Secretariat has submitted to the Conference its event on Rail Passengers Rights. This will allow us to upload the conclusions of this event.

Communication and sources of information:

· Twitter @thefutureisyours

· https://www.edf-feph.org/conference-on-the-future-of-europe/
· https://civilsocietyeurope.eu/the-civil-society-convention-on-the-future-of-europe-has-been-launched/
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