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Welcome and Adoption of agenda 
The Chair welcomed the members of the Committee. The agenda was adopted. 
Round table: updates from members on national human rights issues and priorities (oral updates by members) 
The Chair opened the roundtable on human rights issues and development in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
He opened the discussion by reporting on the situation in Germany. He explained that all discussions on legislation are dominated by COVID-19 and that when an emergency law was established at the beginning of the pandemic DPOs were not consulted. He said that this led to many negative issues that are highlighted in the EDF Human Rights Report, including the impact of lockdown on persons with disabilities, the role of DPOs and the fact that measures are decided by the sixteen Länder (provinces). A specific law was adopted by the German Parliament with regard to sheltered workshops. All of them were closed during the lockdown periods, but the government continues to pay the basic salaries for persons with disabilities working in these sheltered workshops. He also gave information on a rather huge reform of the current guardianship law into custodianship law which only in parts is in line with Art. 12 UN – CRPD. He said that access to justice is still a big problem because judges do not care with Art. 13 UN – CRPD; for instance they do not use easy to understand language. 

Ana Pelaez Narvaez reported on the situation in Spain. She said that people with disabilities in institutions already received vaccines, however other people with important support needs continue to stay at home. She explained that there is a distinction between people who have a disability certificate and those who additionally have a “great dependency registration”. In theory people with the dependency registration must now be the first to get the vaccine among people with disabilities but many people are waiting to receive this certificate and do not have access to the vaccine. In addition she explained that CERMI works on a revision of the civil code to amend the guardianship provisions in line with article 12 of the CRPD. The legislation is ready for approval but due to political conflicts among different parties of the government there are no resources available  in the government to deal with the planned revision of the civil code. There are also discussions on the revision of article 49 of the Constitution that refer to “disabled people” in an old way and do not use an inclusive language. She said that the text for new article was confirmed and should be approved. Finally, she announced that she had been elected as vice chair of the CEDAW Committee. Members of the committee congratulated her for this great achievement. 
Dovile Juodkaite reported on the situation in Lithuania. In relation to COVID-19 she explained that during the first lockdown all services were closed and that they worked with national organisations to advocate on disability inclusive measures. It was a success, and now there are meetings every 2 weeks with the ministry of social affairs on different measures and how COVID 19 is impacting vulnerable groups. DPOs are also involved in the resilience recovery plan. She said that during the second lockdown services were open with protective measures. Special schools were also open and now there is a monitoring on how inclusive education is developing. She explained that people in social care homes were vaccinated, but that in relation to persons with disabilities, especially under guardianship, she does not know how and who decides on vaccinations. There are informations that such decisions are taken by the administration or relatives. She also mentioned cases of neglects and abuses in social care homes. Finally, she also explained DPOs’ contribution to the new government program for the next 4 years. She said that the ratification of the Istanbul convention was one of the goals of the new government but there is a huge opposition of the society. She informed that a law on personal assistance is going to be adopted in the coming parliamentary session, on which DPOs were consulted. 
Humberto Insolera reported on the situation in Italy and from the perspective of the European Union of the Deaf (EUD). He explained that new ministers are working with the disability movement. Regarding vaccination he said that priority goes to older people and persons with disabilities but that there has not been much room for consultation. He announced that there is now a ministry focusing on disability. In relation to EUD he highlighted work on access to information in sign languages and progress in the use of transparent masks. 
Marica Miric reported that the situation in Croatia is very bad because of the earthquake. In relation to COVID 19 she said that the situation is better than during the first lockdown and explained that the ombudswoman reacted and that services for persons with disabilities remained open. Thanks to the reaction of the ombudswoman, people with disabilities, especially people in institutions have been moved up on the priority list for vaccinations. In relation to the implementation of the recommendations from the CRPD Committee, she explained that there are discussions to equalize the law on disability allowance and services for war veterans and other persons with disabilities. She also said that several new laws had been adopted. She mentioned major improvements on laws related to employment of persons with disabilities, and self-employment, quota system.  

Pat Clarke reported on the situation in Ireland and said that the numbers of COVID-19 cases reached the lowest rate in 2021 but there is still a lockdown until April/May. He said that all special schools reopened recently. In relation to vaccination he explained that all persons with underlying conditions will be brought up under the same bracket where persons over 70 are listed and he expects vaccination by the end of March or early April.
Xandra Koster reported on the situation in the Netherland. She expressed concerns about proposals to “lockup vulnarable people” and to allow the rest of the society to open again – which fortunately did not go through but were very frightening. She said that schools have now reopened and that the first group of people who was vaccinated were older people. Vaccination in the Netherlands has been pushed further back and many people with underlying conditions have been in quarantine for a year and will not receive the vaccine before May. She also raised the issue of vaccination of children and young people with underlying conditions saying that it is not possible because the vaccines have not been checked and approved for children. They must stay at home until there is more research available or they turn 18 years old to be vaccinated. In relation to elections she said that voting  by post is not facilitated for persons with disabilities. 

Pirkko Mahlamäki reported that in Finland the COVID-19 situation is worsening due to the mutation of the virus. She said that the government has increased the state of emergency and people are encouraged to stay  at home. In relation to elections she said the home voting and pre voting was possible but not postal vote. In relation to vaccination she said that some people with disabilities are listed in risk group 1 and 2, however the vaccine is not available/approved for some older people or for people under 12 years old which impacts persons with disabilities under these age ranges. She indicated that the supreme administrative court decided that some lockdown restrictions were declared illegal because they restrict  individual freedoms. She mentioned that by ENIL cases are brought to the European Court of Human Rights in relation to the issue and the consequences of lockdowns for people with intellectual disabilities in group homes. Finally, she mentioned that Finland had been reviewed by the UN committee on economic, social and cultural rights and by the UN human rights committee, and that her organisation sent alternative reports. 
Rui Coimbras explained that the COVID-19 situation has been very similar in Portugal. He explained that letters were sent to the government to alert them of the situation of persons with disabilities, especially people with disabilities who need assistance for daily activity.  But no reply was received. He said that there are online petitions to put pressure on the government to allow persons with disabilities to be vaccinated with priority.  

Human Rights Report and COVID-19 monitoring 
The Chair informed members of the Committee that EDF short human rights report on COVID-19 has been published on EDF´s website and that the long report was finalized and sent to the designer. Publication is expected in April.
EDF Director gave an update on the human rights report series. She explained that initially the next report should be on political participation and the right to vote which is still very relevant for the work with the European Parliament and at national level. Positive impacts on political participation at the EU level will also positively impact the national level. She said that EDF needs to be narrower and more specific in its reports, for instance by making them shorter and to the point with 3 or 4 indicators and recommendations. 
The Chair, Pat, Pirkko and Dovile agreed. Klaus referred to the recent February 2, 2021 judgment on the right to vote by the European Court of Human Rights (Case of Strobye and Rosenlind v. Denmark) explaining that this topic is relevant and important.
In relation to COVID-19 monitoring Catherine explained that the monitoring will continue throughout the year. For instance in relation to the recovery fund she said that we need to ensure that the money is not used by EU - countries to build institution. In relation to vaccination of children, EDF will be in contact with WHO. There is also the idea of  a vaccination passport to be discussed to allow tourism to restart. 
The Chair suggested the use of the CRPD and human rights platform to collect information on development on COVID -19. This should be discussed and could be extended to the board and all EDF members. This proposal will be examined by EDF Secretariat in order to decide which platform is best to disseminate information to members. 
Update on ongoing activities at UN and international level 
CRPD Committee 
Marine reported that EDF had started to engage with the CRPD Committee on several issues this year, namely in the preparation of the review of Estonia taking place in March, through an information note on European issues submitted end of February, and in relation to the General comment on employment and the Working Group on desinstitutionalisation. She said that EDF´s President will deliver a statement at the opening meeting of the CRPD Committee 24th session on 8th of March. 
She informed that the CRPD Committee shared a tentative calendar for the review of countries that has been posted on EDF’s website. The European countries foreseen for review are: 

· August 2021: France (Concluding observations) 

· March/April 2022: Italy (List of Issues prior to reporting); Norway (List of Issues prior to reporting); United Kingdom (List of Issues prior to reporting)

· September 2022: European Union (List of Issues prior to reporting); Portugal (List of Issues Prior to Reporting) 
Marine said that EDF will continue to prepare this year the second review of the EU by drafting an interim alternative report to inform the CRPD experts in advance.. 
Country review by other UN Treaty Bodies, including CEDAW Committee 
Marine informed that EDF is working closely with IDA in supporting involvement with other UN Treaty Bodies and that now IDA´s UN Treaty Body Unit has more capacity to support members. This year many EDF members already submitted reports to Treaty Bodies: 
· CEDAW Committee: Denmark, Italy and Hungary 

· CESCR Committee: Latvia and Finland 

· Human Rights Committee: Finland and Iceland 

Marine indicated that the full calendar of reviews was available in annex 1. 

Pirkko raised the issue of gender-neutral development in Denmark. She also explained the value to engage in joint DPO reports to the UN Treaty Bodies. 
Commission on the Status of Women and Beijing +25 (by Marine and Pirkko) Marine informed that EDF is coordinating involvement in the Commission on the Status of Women with the International Disability Alliance. She said that a statement prepared jointly on political participation of women with disabilities has been selected to be delivered by video. EDF is also liaising with IDA regarding a side event organised by Poland on political participation of women with disabilities. 
Similarly, EDF is working with IDA and the European Women’s Lobby to find opportunity to engage in the Beijing +25 review. Pirkko informed that EWL is leading the action coalition on violence against women in Beijing+25. 
Update on ongoing activities at European level 
EU policy and initiatives 
Marine told the Committee that the Disability Rights Strategy 2021-2030 will be published in the afternoon. On the 17th of March, EDF organizes a workshop on the strategy for all EDF members and committee members are invited to join. 

She also informed about the publication of a green paper on ageing in January, and concerns in relation to the “protection of vulnerable adults”. She also informed about several consultations in which EDF will be involved, for instance with regard to ageing, gender-based violence, hate speech and rights of victims of crime.

Country review by Group of Experts on Action against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO) 
Marine informed the Committee that EDF supports members in reporting to GREVIO. Members are highly encouraged to contribute to the review of the implementation of the Istanbul Convention. In 2021, the GREVIO will work on the review of Norway, Estonia, Cyprus, Switzerland and Iceland. 

Ratification of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) by the EU and judgments of the European Court on Human Rights 
Marine explained concerns over the potential ratification of the ECHR by the EU and judgments of the European Court on Human Rights  that are not compliant with the CRPD Committee´s general comments and views. On February 2, 2021 the court ruled against the right to vote of persons under guardianship who are also deprived of their legal capacity, instead of favouring a legal scheme that discriminates against and excludes persons with disabilities (Case of Strobye and Rosenlind v. Denmark). She informed that the CRPD Committee and the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities adopted a statement on the judgement. 
Klaus explained that we need more expertise on this and that this is an urgent issue. 
Pat agreed that there is a lot of work to be done at the Council of Europe level and European Court of Human Rights. Society evolved quite a lot since the ECHR was published and a review needs to be considered. 
Campaign against draft additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention (toolkit for members) 
Pat Clarke gave an overview of the campaign against the draft additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention. He explained a toolkit has been developed with Mental Health Europe. The draft protocol will come for voting at the meeting of the CoE Bioethics Committee in June 1-4. 
Conclusion 
The Chair said that the next meeting will take place during the Board meetingin October. The date will be communicated later in the year. He expressed his gratitude for excellent contributions and lively discussions.
The meeting was closed. 
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