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DOC-BOARD-21-07-06
Ongoing and upcoming policy developments
                  Document for information and discussion
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this document is to give an overview on the current and upcoming policy and advocacy campaigns of EDF. This includes ongoing legislative procedures at EU level, and key advocacy campaigns (for example, withdrawal of additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention). This document does not include EDF work in other areas in which the policy campaign is concluded at international level (for example, the European Accessibility Act). In short, this document covers current lobbying activities. 
Questions for the Board 

· Do you agree with the below list of campaigns as well as EDF’s approach to them?

· Is there any other important policy development EDF should be following at the moment?

· Is there any policy campaign you are leading to which EDF could be supportive? 
CRPD review of the EU
The start of the second review of the European Union by the CRPD Committee is postponed to (at least) September 2022. In 2021, EDF Secretariat will work on a draft interim alternative report and calendar of consultations of Members and activities to prepare for the EU review. Consultations on the alternative report with EDF members and partners are foreseen for 2022. Contact: Marine. 
Council of Europe – withdrawal of the draft additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention
We continue our campaign against the draft additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention on involuntary treatment and placement in psychiatry. In June, the Committee of Bioethics of the Council of Europe decided to postpone the vote on the draft protocol to November. UN experts made a strong press release against the protocol. We will continue our joint campaign with Mental Health Europe and continue to encourage members to be very active in their country to advocate for a vote against the adoption. Updates on the campaign will be posted on our campaign website. Contact: Marine. 
European Union

European Disability Rights Strategy
The new Disability Rights Strategy 2021-2030 was published in March 2021. Since its publication we have focused our advocacy mainly on influencing the Council Conclusions on the Strategy. Unfortunately, the Member States were resistant to making commitments that went beyond what was already mentioned in the Strategy. We also began our advocacy work to shape the new Disability Platform by sending suggestions to the Commission. You can read our reaction to the Disability Rights Strategy here. The Disability Platform will replace the High Level Group on Disability. Contact: Alejandro and Haydn.
EU budget

· Our advocacy on the wording in the Regulations for EU funding has come to an end. The negotiations have ended and the budget has been approved. This does not mean that the work has ended, however. Now we will focus on the implementation and the correct use of these funds for accessibility and the social integration of persons with disabilities. You can see our analysis of the final texts for the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+), the Regional Development Fund, and the Common Provisions Regulation (CPR). Contact: Haydn.
· Our advocacy on the wording of the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) has come to an end, with the final budget approved at the beginning of June. Persons with disabilities and the CRPD are successfully included in the NDICI. This instrument will support the EU's external action with an overall budget of €79.5 billion in current prices. The EU is now in the process of defining its priorities and programmes funding for external action through the geographic and thematic programmes of the NDICI. EDF and IDDC published in February 2021 a joint statement on disability-inclusive programming of EU funding for external action. The international cooperation team will monitor the geographic and thematic programmes regarding the inclusion of persons with disabilities. Contact: An-Sofie.
COVID-19 recovery and resilience funds

Our focus on advocacy around EU funds has now shifted towards the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF). It consists of 672.5€ billion to help Member States recover from the impact of the pandemic. We have been providing updates and letters for our national members to send to their national ministries of labour and social affairs to stress where we need to see investment for persons with disabilities. From our side at the EU level, we have been joining forces with our partner organisations in Brussels to analyse the national Recovery and Resilience Plans released by the Member States, and to contact the European Commission desk officers when we see any kind of investment that risks further segregating persons with disabilities. We have also been highlighting to the Commission the insufficient consultation of civil society by the Member States when drawing up the plans for how to use the money. You can read the EDF Resolution on the Recovery and Resilience Facility here. Contact: Haydn. 
Women with disabilities
· The European Commission organised online consultations on violence against women in the view to adopt initiatives to combat violence. We published a position paper on violence against women and girls with disabilities in the EU, attended the joint meeting of the Victims Rights Platform and Gender Equality Unit on the topic, and took part in an interview for a study on violence commissioned by the Commission. We are also in contact with the European Coalition to End Violence Against Women and support the call to adopt a Directive to combat male violence against women, ratify the Istanbul Convention and add violence against women to the list of EU crime. Contact: Marine. 
· The European Commission published a proposed Directive on Pay Transparency “Equal pay for equal work between men and women”. The proposal is now examined by the FEMM and EMPL Committees of the European Parliament. We had a meeting with one of the shadow rapporteurs (MEP Mark Angel) and sent proposed amendments to key MEPs. Contact: Marine. 
Protection of “Vulnerable adults” in civil and criminal matters 
In March, the Portuguese presidency organised a high-level event on the protection of vulnerable adults in which no representative organisation of persons with disabilities was invited. We reacted publicly and raised concerned about initiatives to ratify the 2000 Hague Convention on the international protection of vulnerable adults. In June, the Council of the EU adopted Council conclusions on the protection of vulnerable adults across the EU which include strong references of the CRPD. For example, it calls EU Member States to “ensure that the national measures on the protection of vulnerable adults are in line with the CRPD.” The European Commission is planning to launch a consultation on Civil aspects of the cross-border protection of vulnerable adults in September. We are following closely this and are in contact with the Unit in charge in DG Justice. Contact: Marine  
Victims’ Rights 

The European Commission is planning an evaluation of the EU Victims’ Rights Directive. This directive lays down a clear set of rights for victims of crime, and obligations for EU countries and other actors (other EU bodies, victim support organisations and civil society organisations) to ensure these rights in practice. It recognises the importance to ensure the rights of victims with disabilities through accessibility of the justice system, from accessible communication to accessible premises. However, it is still very difficult for victims with disabilities all over Europe to claim their rights due to lack of information, support and protection. We will respond to the consultation highlighting the issues faced by victims with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities. Contact: Marine. 
Hate speech and hate crime 

The European Commission organised two consultations on hate speech and hate crime in the view to adopt an initiative in December. We participated in the consultations and reached out to the unit responsible of the initiative in DG Justice. We published a position paper on hate speech and hate crime against persons with disabilities in which we call on the EU to extend the list of EU crimes to cover hate speech and hate crime beyond the grounds covered by the Council Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA in order to cover hate speech and crime on the grounds of disability. Contact: Marine. 
Political participation

· The European Parliament published a draft resolution and reform of the EU Electoral Law. It acknowledges the deprivation of the right to vote of persons with disabilities, and proposes a new article on accessibility. However, it falls short on EDF’s demands to ensure the right to vote and stand for election. EDF Secretariat will prepare amendments and distribute them in the Parliament. Contact: Alejandro.

· The European Commission launched a public consultation on mobile voters (EU citizens living in another EU country) to examine their right to vote and stand as candidates in municipal and European elections (deadline 12 July). The Commission may propose an update of the Directives regulating these rights by the end of 2021. EDF will respond to the consultation highlighting the barriers for persons with disabilities. Contact: Alejandro. 
Social Policies
· The first piece of legislation emerging from the new Social Pillar Action Plan that we will work on is the Minimum Wage Directive. We are currently focusing on influencing the Parliament’s position. We want to see clear wording that all workers with disabilities in all work settings should be covered by minimum wage schemes and given the legal status of employee that will entitle them to annual leave paid sick leave, parental leave, educational leave, etc. You can read our position paper on minimum wage here. Contact: Haydn.
· We are advocating on the General block Exemption Regulation (GBER). This is a Regulation explaining when and how Member States are allowed to use State Aid without it giving certain businesses an unfair advantage over others in the EU’s internal market. We are asking the Commission to allow Member States to use more money from State Aid to support the employment of persons with disabilities. You can read our joint statement on the GBER here.
· We are also advocating around the Non-financial Reporting Directive for Large Businesses. We are asking for companies to be required to report in more detail how they include workers with disabilities, offer reasonable accommodation, and make their services useable for persons with disabilities. A new proposal was released by the Commission and is now being reviewed by the Parliament and the Council. Contact: Haydn. 

Health

· The European Commission launched a consultation on the Patient Mobility Directive. Such evaluation was required by the CRPD Committee in its Concluding observations to the EU. The evaluation was also presented at EDF workshop on access to healthcare by the Team leader on cross border healthcare of the Commission. We will respond to the consultation and publish a report on the topic in September. Contact: Marine.
· The European Commission also launched a consultation on digital health data and services to which we are also preparing feedback. Contact: Marine and Carine. 

Green Deal

· EDF was accepted as an official partner of the “New European Bauhaus” initiative. We publicised the New European Bauhaus Prize and encouraged people to vote for our members’ applications. Contact: Marie.
· EDF had a first meeting with the “Just Transition Alliance” led by SOLIDAR to ensure that the initiatives under the Green Deal are inclusive and respect also social sustainability. Contact: Marie.
· We replied to the consultation on the revision of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive to ensure that accessibility is included in the assessment of energy performance of buildings. Contact: Marie.
Digitalisation

· At the end of 2020, the European Commission published two awaited proposals for Regulation of digital services and platforms in the EU. The Digital Services Act includes rules for online services such as internet providers, cloud services, online marketplaces, app stores, social media, among other services. The Digital Markets Act aims to regulate so-called “gatekeeper” platforms, the biggest players who have significant market power, for example Facebook or Amazon though the list of ‘gatekeepers’ is still to be determined. Unfortunately, accessibility of digital services and platforms for persons with disabilities has been totally neglected. So, we are now lobbying towards the European Parliament for improving the texts. We have published a position paper on the DSA and DMA for our advocacy work. Contact: Mher.
· In April this year, the European Commission published a proposal to regulate Artificial Intelligence in the EU. Several consumers and civil society organisations have already expressed concerns about the Commission proposal, as it does not sufficiently ensure protection of fundamental rights and freedoms of persons. We share many of the concerns and note that the proposal lacks accessibility requirements for AI technologies which are intended for use by individuals. EDF Secretariat is currently preparing the position paper with proposals for amendments to this regulation. Contact: Mher.
· The European Commission also published the recast of the Roaming Regulation early this year. The text is quite good already, as it addressed quality of service for roaming customers, as well as equal access to emergency communications by persons with disabilities when roaming. EDF has published a position paper on the recast Roaming Regulation and has shared with allies in the European Parliament. There is a risk that the Commission text will be watered down during negotiations so we need to be alert. We are coordinating with partners at BEUC (consumers’ representatives) and EENA (European Emergency Number Association). Contact: Mher.
Transport

· We organised our conference about the European Year of Rail. 

· The recast of the Rail Passengers’ Rights Regulation was adopted and we published our analysis. Contact: Marie. 
· We replied to the consultation on roadmap for the Urban Mobility Package. Contact: Marie and Mher.
· The European Commission plans to launch the revision of TEN-T Regulation on intermodal transport infrastructure in Autumn this year. We have already developed a position paper on TEN-T which we intend to use for our advocacy. The above Rail conference output will also feed into our work on TEN-T. Contact: Mher.
Youth and Mobility

The Erasmus+ and Solidarity Corps packages have been adopted. There are provision for person with disabilities in both. For the Solidarity Corps, only the section on humanitarian volunteering is incomplete and will be our focus going forward, but for EU volunteering the same provisions exist for both Erasmus+ and the Solidarity Corps. One important thing that is missing is the accessibility of websites and platforms used by these programmes, which is problematic because they use a lot of online tools. The implementation guidelines for the Inclusion and Diversity Strategy were published in April. This has a whole chapter describing the measures and mechanisms put in place by the programmes to support people with fewer opportunities, but unfortunately accessibility is missing. Contact: Loredana.
International Cooperation

· The European Union published a draft new EU-Africa strategy in 2020. Persons with disabilities are well included, including suggestions and amendments made by EDF to the Parliament report. The international cooperation team will follow closely the finalisation of the strategy to ensure that final version remains inclusive. Contact: Gordon.
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