[image: image1.jpg]Avenue des Arts 7-8 Tel+3223290059 info@edf-feph.org
B1210 Brussels - Belgium Fax+322329 0059 www.edf-feph.org



[image: image2.jpg]Funded by
the European Union






DOC-BOARD-21-11-05
Update on ongoing EU policy files
                  Document for information and discussion
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this document is to give an overview on the current and upcoming policy and advocacy campaigns of EDF. This includes ongoing legislative procedures at EU level, and key advocacy campaigns (for example, withdrawal of additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention). This document does not include EDF work in transposition or implementation of EU legislation. In short, this document covers current lobbying activities and activities related to specific EU policies. 
Questions for the Board 

· Do you agree with the below list of campaigns as well as EDF’s approach to them?

· Is there any other important policy development EDF should be following at the moment at EU level?

· Is there any policy campaign you are leading to which EDF could be supportive? 
CRPD review of the EU
The start of the second review of the European Union by the CRPD Committee is scheduled to spring 2022. EDF Secretariat is currently working on the alternative report, for which all EDF members and close partners will be consulted. For more information see Board document DOC-BOARD-21-11-04. Contact: Marine. 
Council of Europe – withdrawal of the draft additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention
We continue our campaign against the draft additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention on involuntary treatment and placement in psychiatry. On the 2nd of November, the Committee of Bioethics of the Council of Europe agreed to send the finalised text to the Committee of Ministers for decision. The text will be examined by the Steering Committee for Human Rights end of November, and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe will adopt an opinion before the Committee of Ministers makes its decision. The decision is foreseen for the first half of 2022. 
Recently EDF has mobilised members in the campaign, met with the EU delegation to the Council of Europe in Strasbourg and sent a letter to the Working Party of the Council of the EU on the OSCE and Council of Europe. Besides, EDF and Mental Health Europe mobilised the European Parliament Disability Intergroup and the Coalition for Mental Health and Wellbeing, which issued a joint letter calling to withdraw the additional protocol. MEPs were also encouraged to send letters to their ministries. 
Updates on the campaign will be posted on our campaign website. Contact: Marine. 
European Union

European Disability Rights Strategy
After the publication of the Disability Rights Strategy 2021-2030 in March, and the disappointing Council conclusions, the European Commission has launched the call for organisations to join the Disability Platform, which will replace the High Level Group on Disability (deadline for applications November 26th). 

The Disability Platform will meet four times per year and will be formed by the focal points at EU and national level, in addition to representatives of organisations of persons with disabilities and service providers. No representatives from the Council nor the Parliament will be members of the Platform.

The tasks of the platform will be the following:

· support the implementation of the Disability Rights Strategy as well as national disability strategies, plans or policies;  

· facilitate cooperation between the Commission and the Member States for matters relating to the implementation of the Convention; 

· assist the Commission in the preparation of policy initiatives or legislative proposals in the field of disability;

· establish cooperation and coordination between the Commission and the Member States and stakeholders on questions relating to the implementation of Union legislation, programmes and policies in the field of disability;

· bring about an exchange of experience and good practice in the field of disability.

A Commission decision about the Disability Platform has been published in the Official Journal of the EU.
Contact: Alejandro and Haydn.
COVID-19 recovery and resilience funds

The Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF), and namely the Recovery and Resilience Plans (NRRPs) outlining how the money will be spent in each Member State, has become a policy priority for EDF. At this stage all but a few of the national plans have been adopted. While the window of opportunity for influencing the content of the NRRPs has mostly closed, we are still able to influence spending priorities through the EU Semester process. The Country-Specific Recommendations that the Commission will deliver to the Member States in 2022 as part of the next Semester Cycle will be a basis for telling national governments where they should be spending most of the money they have received through the RRF. Our advocacy aim is therefore to make sure that investment in support for persons with disabilities, particularly in employment, inclusive education and community-based services, feature highly in the recommendations. We will begin influencing the Country-specific recommendations from now into early 2022. Contact: Haydn
Equality and non-discrimination

· The proposal for a Horizontal Equal Treatment Directive is still blocked in the Council of the EU. In October, EDF and equality organisations met with the Rapporteur in the European Parliament to discuss regressive amendments that were made by the Portuguese presidency, including deletion of the accessibility article and the addition of a temporary exemption from reasonable accommodation. EDF is liaising with partners in preparation of a brief position on the text to be shared with the French Presidency and Commissioner Dalli. Contact: Marine  
· The European Commission is planning a consultation on equality bodies for the third quarter of 2021. This initiative aims to strengthen equality bodies by setting minimum standards on how they operate in all grounds of discrimination and areas covered by EU equality rules. EDF will submit input as equality bodies are important bodies that can promote equality and non-discrimination and support victims of discrimination. Contact: Marine  
Women with disabilities
· On December 8th the European Commission will present a legislative proposal to combat violence against women and gender-based violence. EDF published a position paper on violence against women and girls with disabilities in the EU, attended several meetings and participated in a Commission study. We are also in contact with the European Coalition to End Violence Against Women and the European Women’s Lobby, and continue supporting the ratification of the Istanbul Convention, as well as to add violence against women to the list of EU crimes. Contact: Marine. 
· The Directive on Pay Transparency “Equal pay for equal work between men and women”. The proposal for a Directive on Pay Transparency was published in March and is currently being examined by the European Parliament. EDF sent proposed amendments to key MEPs, in particular to ensure that pay transparency encompasses all types of employment, that information on pay is accessible to persons with disabilities and that disaggregated data is collected on pay by women and men with disabilities. Several EDF amendments were included in the draft report on the directive adopted by the Rapporteurs. The vote in the joint committee will take place on 9th of December. Date for vote in the plenary is to be confirmed. In 2022, the Directive will be discussed by the Council of the EU. The proposals of EDF were also included in the European Women’s Lobby position. Contact: Marine.
Protection of “Vulnerable adults” in civil and criminal matters 
In August, EDF participated in a consultation for a study on “Procedural safeguards for vulnerable adults who are suspects or accused persons in criminal proceedings”, commissioned by DG Justice. We will take part in a stakeholder workshop on the topic organised by Commission on 16th of November. EDF advocates for access to justice by persons with disabilities who are suspects or accused in criminal proceedings, including accessibility and procedural accommodation. Contact: Marine  
The European Commission announced a consultation on Civil aspects of the cross-border protection of vulnerable adults in September. It has not been published yet. It is important because proposals on the topic may violate the right to legal capacity of persons with disabilities and support the ratification of the Hague Convention on the protection of vulnerable adults. We are following closely this and are in contact with the Unit in charge in DG Justice. Contact: Marine  
Victims’ Rights 

The European Commission is undertaking an evaluation of the EU Victims’ Rights Directive. This directive lays down a clear set of rights for victims of crime, and obligations for EU countries and other actors (other EU bodies, victim support organisations and civil society organisations) to ensure these rights in practice. It recognises the importance to ensure the rights of victims with disabilities through accessibility of the justice system, from accessible communication to accessible premises. However, it is still very difficult for victims with disabilities all over Europe to claim their rights due to lack of information, support and protection. In August we responded to a targeted consultation for EU platform and EU NGOS on evaluation of the Victims’ Rights Directive. In October, we responded to the public consultation highlighting the issues faced by victims with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities. We also raised those issues during meetings with Victims’ Support Europe. 

Under the Victims’ Rights Strategy, the European Commission is planning to launch a EU campaign on victims’ rights. EDF contacted the EU Victims’ rights coordinator, to advocate for accessibility and inclusion of victims with disabilities, including women and children with disabilities, in the campaign. 
Contact: Marine. 
Hate speech and hate crime 

The European Commission organised two consultations on hate speech and hate crime in the view to adopt an initiative in December (no date confirmed). We participated in the consultations and reached out to the unit responsible of the initiative in DG Justice. We published a position paper on hate speech and hate crime against persons with disabilities in which we call on the EU to extend the list of EU crimes to cover hate speech and hate crime beyond the grounds covered by the Council Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA in order to cover hate speech and crime on the grounds of disability. Contact: Marine. 
Political participation

· The European Parliament issued a draft resolution and reform of the EU Electoral Law. EDF Secretariat published a position paper about the proposed EU electoral law with proposals for amendments which have been taken on board by the rapporteur of this initiative. Contact: Alejandro.

· The European Commission launched a public consultation on mobile voters (EU citizens living in another EU country) to examine their right to vote and stand as candidates in municipal and European elections. EDF responded to this consultation. The Commission may propose an update of the Directives regulating these rights by the end of 2021. Contact: Alejandro. 

Conference on the Future of Europe
EDF sent to the Conference an accessibility audit of the multilingual platform, and participated in the second plenary meeting. EDF Secretariat is preparing ideas to be submitted to the platform. All information can be found on the EDF webpage on the Conference on the Future of Europe. Contact: Alejandro.
Social Policies
· The first piece of legislation emerging from the new Social Pillar Action Plan is the Minimum Wage Directive. You can read our position paper on minimum wage. Based on this we prepared a set of proposals of amendments which aim to  prohibit exceptions to the minimum wage frameworks based on disability; make sure rules for minimum wage also apply to sheltered employment; ensure the place of persons with disabilities and DPOs in social dialogue and collective bargaining; prevent a person’s salary impacting their disability allowance; and ensuring the accessibility of information on employment status. The Parliament’s Employment and Social Affairs Committee is about to approve its report which will then go to Plenary. You can read our amendments here. Contact: Haydn.
· We are advocating to update the General block Exemption Regulation (GBER). This is a Regulation explaining when and how Member States are allowed to use State Aid without it giving certain businesses an unfair advantage over others in the EU’s internal market. We are asking the Commission to allow Member States to use more money from State Aid to support the employment of persons with disabilities. You can read our joint statement on the GBER here.
· The Directive on Non-financial Reporting for Large Businesses, which is being replaced by the Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive. We are asking for companies to be required to report in more detail how they include workers with disabilities, offer reasonable accommodation, and make their services useable for persons with disabilities. A new proposal was released by the Commission and is now being reviewed by the Parliament and the Council. We have identified the rapporteur and shadow rapporteurs in the European Parliament’s Legal Affairs Committee and sent them our proposed amendments. Contact: Haydn. 

Health

· The European Commission launched a public consultation on the Patient Mobility Directive to which EDF responded to. In September, we published a report on access to cross border healthcare by patients with disabilities to contribute to the evaluation of the Directive. Such evaluation was required by the CRPD Committee in its Concluding observations to the EU. We also raised some of our concerns in a stakeholder’s workshop organised by the Commission on 9th of November 2021. The outcome of the evaluation of the Directive will be published in 2022. Contact: Marine.
· The European Commission also launched a consultation on digital health data and services to which we responded in July. Contact: Marine and Carine. 

· The European Commission will launch a consultation on a new cancer screening scheme. EDF is planning to actively participate in the consultation process and will adopt recommendations on cancer screening of persons with disabilities in 2022. Contact: Marine.
Green Deal

· EDF is at the COP 26 in Glasgow to represent the voice of persons with disabilities in the climate action debate. Nadia Hadad, member of the EDF Executive Committee, was interviewed by the BBC and our colleague Gordon Rattry is attending the conference from 9 – 11 November. 

· EDF was accepted as an official partner of the “New European Bauhaus” initiative. We publicised the New European Bauhaus Prize and encouraged people to vote for our members’ applications. Contact: Marie.
· EDF had a first meeting with the “Just Transition Alliance” led by SOLIDAR to ensure that the initiatives under the Green Deal are inclusive and respect also social sustainability. Contact: Marie.
· We replied to the consultation on the revision of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive to ensure that accessibility is included in the assessment of energy performance of buildings. Contact: Marie.
Digitalisation

· European Accessibility Act: In parallel to national transposition, the European Commission has launched the consultation process for publishing a final request to the European Standardisation Organisations to develop harmonised standards in support of the Act. EDF has given feedback to the draft standardisation request of the European Commission and plans to actively engage in the development of the relevant standards. Contact: Mher 
· The Digital Services Act includes rules for online services such as internet providers, cloud services, online marketplaces, app stores, social media, among other services. The Digital Markets Act aims to regulate so-called “gatekeeper” platforms, the biggest players who have significant market power, for example Facebook or Amazon. We published a position paper on the DSA and DMA with proposals for amendments, which have been taken by different MEPs. The vote on these amendments is planned for December 2021. It might however be pushed back since there are many issues still to be agreed by different political groups EDF plans a discussion on the Digital Services Act with the office of MEP Dita Charanzová, Renew shadow rapporteur on the DSA. Contact: Mher.
· The Regulation on Artificial Intelligence. EDF has recently published a position paper on regulating AI, based on which we will develop proposals for amendments to the Regulation. In the meantime, we have also given input for the development of the UN Special Rapporteur’s thematic report on Artificial Intelligence. We coordinate our actions on the AI regulation with partner organisations advocating for digital rights (EDRi) and consumer rights (BEUC), among others. Contact: Mher.
· European Electronic Communications Code (EECC): according to the EECC, by 21 December 2022 the European Commission is mandated to adopt a delegated act to ensure effective access to emergency services through emergency communications to the single European emergency number ‘112’, including by persons with disabilities. EDF has provided feedback to the consultation for developing the draft delegated act and will be interviewed as part of a stakeholder consultation for the act. Contact: Mher  
· Recast of the Roaming Regulation. EDF published a position paper on the recast Roaming Regulation and shared it with allies in the European Parliament. Currently, the draft regulation is being discussed among the three EU legislators. Contact: Mher.
· Web Accessibility Directive. EDF responded to the open public consultation as part of the Commission evaluation of the Web Directive. We will continue to engage with the EC consultation process leading to the forthcoming review of the Directive. 
· EU Digital Decade Policy: In Spring 2021, the European Commission published its vision for EU’s digitalisation in the next decade called “2030 Digital Compass: the European way for the Digital Decade”, where accessibility and rights of persons with disabilities are addressed only in relation to participation to democratic life and public services, and addressing it within the scope of the other three pillars of the policy, namely in relation to digital skill-building, development of digital infrastructure, and digitalisation of the private sector. To support the goals of the Digital Decade Compass, the Commission has proposed a Policy Programme to set the path towards those goals, and plans to propose an inter-institutional declaration to the European Parliament and Council on digital principles and rights (further information on the Commission website). EDF has actively participate in the consultation process for the development of EU’s digital decade agenda, including providing feedback on consultations for the Digital Decade Policy Programme and the EU Digital Principles Declaration. Contact: Mher 
Transport

· We replied to the consultation on the roadmap for the Urban Mobility Package. We will publish a position paper on the Urban Mobility Package beginning of 2022 based on the content of our input. We also published  a joint statement on the Urban Mobility Package with other transport stakeholders, led by the Organisation for Public Transport (UITP). We will also publish an Open Letter on 12 November to push for accessibility and sustainability in this file and we will draft our position paper. Contact: Marie and Mher.
· The European Commission plans to launch the revision of TEN-T Regulation on intermodal transport infrastructure in autumn this year. We have already developed a position paper on TEN-T which we intend to use for our advocacy. The above Rail conference output will also feed into our work on TEN-T. Contact: Mher.
· We also provided feedback on the European Commission’s consultation on the EU’s transport contingency plan. Contact: Mher
Mobility
On 16 September, the Commission presented possible policy options for the introduction of the European Disability Card by 2023. We discussed the EDF priorities in this event and we will start drafting our position paper soon based on this input. We are also working with a pro-bono lawyer to get legal advice to strengthen our position. 
International Cooperation

The EU-Africa strategy will be adopted beginning of next year. EDF contributed to the Parliament position about it, and will follow the EU – Africa summit in February when the strategy will be adopted. Contact: Gordon.
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