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DOC-BOARD-21-11-07
Update on EU Council Presidencies
                                   Document for discussion
Purpose of this item

The purpose of this item is to update the Board on our and the members’ work on the Council and its Presidencies, both the current and upcoming ones.

Questions for the Board

· Do you have any additional points on the Council and its Presidencies?

· Do you have any feedback on your work with the Council and the shifted priorities due to the COVID-19?

Introduction

As with most of our work, the Council has focused on the immediate impact of the COVID-19 crisis and certain files and procedures have slowed down. The upcoming Presidencies have also slightly adjusted their programmes to accommodate those changes. We have of course also been impacted because certain meetings did not take place or have been postponed. We were hoping to have an in-person meeting in Slovenia again but unfortunately it is still not possible in 2021. 
Current Presidency – Slovenia
After analyzing the priorities for the current “Trio” of Presidencies (Germany – Portugal – Slovenia) we focused on some topics that we know are important in Slovenia, such as the Disability Card. 
On 16 September, we organized an online discussion about the future of the Disability Card with our Slovenian members (NSIOS) and invited the European Commission, experts in the field, and EDF members to work out some issues for our first position on the Card project. The Disability Card will also be on the agenda of the official Presidency event on 20 November, “Empowering persons with disabilities to fully participate in society by increasing their mobility and accessibility”, at which several EDF members as well as our Slovenian members are speaking. On 15 November, EDF and NSIOS also co-organised a workshop for members on “Your Rights in the EU”. 

Of course, there are also other policy topics that we are focusing on, summarized in our Top 10 Disability Priorities for the Slovenian Presidency. See also our document “Update on ongoing EU policy files” (DOC-BOARD-21-11-05) for information about the specific policy files. 

Upcoming Presidencies: France
The French Presidency will start on 1 January 2022. As for the previous Presidencies, we have drawn up a list of the Top 10 Disability Priorities under the French Presidency. EDF and our French members (CFHE) have had a meeting with the Deputy Permanent Representative of France, Mr Dubreuil, to discuss possible disability policy topics and funding sources. 

We have also organized a meeting of the EDF National Councils in the other Member States that have upcoming Presidencies (see also table below). Those members that are present at the Board meeting can give a short summary of the items discussed.
	Upcoming Council presidencies

	Country
	Timing
	Planning update

	Slovenia
	July-December 2021 
	Update will be presented by Goran Kustura. Unfortunately, we did finally not have a Board meeting in person in Slovenia as it was planned. We did, however, organize 2 joint workshops and collaborated on the Presidency event on Mobility and Accessibility on 19 November. 

	France
	January-June 2022 
	Update will be presented by Albert Prévos. We have met with the French Permanent Representation to get support for our policy work as well as for funding. We hope to have a Board meeting in person in Paris in 2022. 


	Czechia
	July- December 2022 
	EDF has had a meeting with our Czech members to discuss possible actions.

	Sweden
	January-June  2023 
	Update will be presented by Mia Ahlgren. Our Swedish members (Funktionsrätt), have contacted the government to inquire for funding and possible policy topics that could be highlighted under the Swedish Presidency.

	Spain
	July 2023- December 2023
	No meetings organised so far but our Spanish members (CERMI) have been invited to the informal meetings on the Council Presidencies.


Relevant policy files active in the Council

· Horizontal Non-Discrimination Directive (COM 2008/426): The proposal is still blocked in the Council. There has been some movement under the Portuguese Presidency in 2021 but nothing new has emerged since the Slovenian Presidency started. The file is also amongst the priority pending proposals in the Commission's work programme for 2022. 

· Air Passengers’ Rights Regulation (261/2004) the discussion was dominated by the COVID-19 situation and the current practices of airlines to give passengers vouchers instead of reimbursements for cancelled flights. The issue of damaged, lost or destroyed mobility equipment has therefore not been on the table in the past weeks and it has not progressed.

· Erasmus+ Programme: Adopted on 18 May. Our analysis will be published on the EDF website.

· European Solidarity Corps:  Adopted; European Volunteering strand has been also agreed on, and the Humanitarian Volunteering Strand, in which we participate, will be launched on 17 November.
· European Social Fund+: Adopted. See our analysis of the final text here. 
· Digital Services Act (Regulation on a Single Market For Digital Services and amending Directive 2000/31/EC) – Commission Proposal Published end of 2020, Parliament and Council positions to follow
· Digital Markets Act (Regulation on contestable and fair markets in the digital sector) – Commission proposal published end of 2020, Parliament and Council positions to follow
Resources
For those who would like to refresh their knowledge on how to work with the Council Presidencies you can find more information in a webinar for EDF members we organized in 2020. A recording and transcript are now available on the EDF website.

See also our Guide on Council Presidencies which was published this year. 
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