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DOC-BOARD-21-11-10
Membership Updates
                                        Document for decision
Purpose of this document
The purpose of this document is to present and vote on a new membership application and give updates on the membership review. 
Questions for the Board (which will be sent by email for voting via Microsoft forms? 
· Do you agree that the International Association for Accessibility Professionals (IAAP Europe) can join EDF as associate member? (Yes/No/Abstention)
· Do you agree that the European Deaf Blind Network and the European European Cooperation in Anthroposophical Curative Education and Social Therapy (ECCE) to change from Full Members to Ordinary members? (Yes/No/Abstention)
Introduction 

The Membership and Credentials Committee met on 15 November 2021.  The Committee analyzed one complete application for associate member, which had the support also of the relent national council. The recommended applicant organisation recommended for associate membership by the Membership and Credentials Committee will be briefly introduced: 

The European Association of Accessibility Professionals (IAAP Europe)

The International Association of Accessibility Professionals (IAAP Europe) is charged with implementing in the European Union the mission of G3ict and its division the IAAP which is to promote the digital inclusion of persons with disabilities as per the UN Convention on Rights of Persons with disabilities (CRPD) via awareness raising, policy development, sharing of innovation and good practices and developing the accessibility profession globally. It is aligned with EDF’s mission. IAAP Europe is therefore ready to support EDF calls to actions on promoting the disability inclusive dispositions of the UN CRPD, Sustainable Developmental Goals (SDGs) and the fundamental rights for persons with disabilities through advocating for inclusive EU policy, standards, and skills as such development

Some of the points and activities where the organisation could bring their input are: - Technical seminars on critical policies implementation such as public procurement - Collaborating with EDF on research about the progress of digital accessibility among European countries - Participating in the EDF Oracle scholarship jury - Promoting IAAP professional training in digital accessibility through G3ict’s scholarships for Persons with Disabilities in volved in digital accessibility advocacy - Organisation of virtual sessions at EU levels aimed at raising awareness of the European Accessibility Act (EAA) and EU directives among businesses and civil society.

EDF collaborated with IAAP to provide technical seminars and on ICT policies. 

The European Branch of IAAP is legally established in France. The French National Council CFHE supports this application.

For more information check the website of IAAP 
Membership Review Updates

The Membership and Credentials Committee have completed 87 complete reviews. Still 5 organisations remain to be reviewed. During the revision process the Committee noticed that some organisations do not comply with the membership criteria set up for the membership category they are part of.
The following organisations are currently in the full membership category, and the committee proposes they move to ordinary membership category.
1. European Deafblind Network (EDbN) 

2. European Cooperation in Anthroposophical Curative Education and Social Therapy (ECCE)
These two organisations are not led by a majority of persons with disabilities or parents as set down in EDF statutes (art. A0.1), and thus they comply more with the criteria set up for ordinary members. Therefore, the Membership and Credentials Committee recommends the above two mentioned organisations to be placed in the Ordinary Members category. 
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