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Briefing 
Approval of the Agenda

Do you agree with the proposed agenda? Any items to add?

Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on March 12th
Do you agree to approve the minutes of the meeting held on March 12th? Do you have any amendments to propose?

Membership Applications
The Membership and Credentials Committee met on 15 November 2021. They have analysed two complete application forms, both organisations, presented below, applied for Associate Membership. 

Both candidates have sent complete applications. The Membership and Credentials Committee recommend that both AsoPMR and the International Association of Accessibility Professionals Europe are eligible to apply for associate membership. 
The two applicant organisations will be briefly introduced: 
The European Association of Accessibility Professionals (IAAP Europe)

The International Association of Accessibility Professionals (IAAP Europe) is charged with implementing in the European Union the mission of G3ict and its division the IAAP which is to promote the digital inclusion of persons with disabilities as per the UN Convention on Rights of Persons with disabilities (CRPD) via awareness raising, policy development, sharing of innovation and good practices and developing the accessibility profession globally. It is aligned with EDF’s mission. IAAP Europe is therefore ready to support EDF calls to actions on promoting the disability inclusive dispositions of the UN CRPD, Sustainable Developmental Goals (SDGs) and the fundamental rights for persons with disabilities through advocating for inclusive EU policy, standards, and skills as such development

Some of the points and activities where the organisation could bring their input are: - Technical seminars on critical policies implementation such as public procurement - Collaborating with EDF on research about the progress of digital accessibility among European countries - Participating in the EDF Oracle scholarship jury - Promoting IAAP professional training in digital accessibility through G3ict’s scholarships for Persons with Disabilities in volved in digital accessibility advocacy - Organisation of virtual sessions at EU levels aimed at raising awareness of the European Accessibility Act (EAA) and EU directives among businesses and civil society.
EDF collaborated with IAAP to provide technical seminars and on ICT policies. 

The European Branch of IAAP is legally established in France. The French National Council CFHE supports this application.

For more information check the website of IAAP
Question

· Do you agree that the International Association for Accessibility Professionals (IAAP Europe)  can join EDF as associate member?
The Association of People with Reduced Mobility
The Association of People with Reduced Mobility (AsoPMR) is a Spanish organization and was born with the main objective of collecting and distributing useful information to people with reduced mobility, to help them in their autonomy and improve their quality of life. 
The association wants to support social entrepreneurship, projects and initiatives with an impact on this group.

While there are problems that apply to all people with disabilities, the organisation has detected specific needs for people with reduced mobility (PMR), such as the location of parking spaces, accessible tourism, related topics to accessible transport and financial assistance.

The association is also part of a project Park4dis that promote the parking card in Europe. The organisation has a wide expertise in the EU Parking card, and is still lobbying on the topic. Its president was a guest speaker at our event on the European Disability Card held on 16th September. They wish to join our organization to exchange knowledge and to join forces on bringing real change for persons with disabilities. AsoPMR believes strongly that only via the EU real change can take place. 
AsoPMR is legally established in Spain. Our Spanish National Council CERMI does not support this application
Paragraph to be changed depending on discussion and deliberation of the Committee..
CERMI stated in an email that the organization is not representative enough. However, this is not a criteria for Associate membership. CERMI also stated that they cover the issues covered by AsoPMR. However, this needs to be deliberated by the Membership and Credentials committee because this reason is also not a criteria set out in EDF statutes or rules. All new EDF members work on topics our members already work on, and in addition this organisation has a rich experience in important issues for EDF, like the parking card that can serve as a model for the disability card we are working on. 
For more information check the website of AsoPMR
Question

· Do you agree that The Association of People with Reduced Mobility (AsoPMR ) can join EDF as Associate member?

Membership Review

Questions 
· There are 3 ENGOs with not enough members to meet the criteria- they are currently on hold in the review. They are willing to increase their membership. Do you agree that the Membership and Credentials Committee recommend the Board that these organisations are allowed during the upcoming mandate 2022 – 2026 to make efforts to comply with EDF membership Criteria? Can they remain full members during this period? 
· Do you agree to give Retina Europe to the end of the year to finalise their membership review- they have been delayed by internal issues. 
· There are 3 associate members who not responded to the review despite numerous attempts, and they have not paid membership fees. Do you agree propose exclusion of these Associate members not responding to the review by the AGA of 2022?

Since our last meeting held on 12 March 2021 two more organisations have been reviewed. The European Union of supported Employment European NGO from Ordinary members and the Kosovo Disability Forum. Both organisations comply with the criteria for their respective membership category and there is no remarks to be added.

So at this moment 87 organisations have been reviewed. 82 of them stay in the Membership category they are at this moment.

For two European NGO it was decided during our last meeting to recommend they pass into the Ordinary membership category.

Three Organisations remain on hold and we need to decide what happens with them:

1. Action Européenne des Handicapés (AEH) 

2. Brain Injured & Families - European Confederation (BIF-EC) 

3. Cerebral Palsy – European Communities Association (CP-ECA) 

One Full NGO Retina Europe still needs to be reviewed. After long struggles to get in contact with the organisation a contact was Established. Retina Europe has passed through important changes, they moved their office from Switserland to Ireland. Due to COVID the Irish authorities are very slow in processing information and at this stage the transfer is almost complete. However the organisation did not yet complete the procedure to finalise their review.

Finally, five associate members remain unreviewed. With one of them, San Marino Paralympic Committee, contact was established, they have changed their e-mail address. But with the other organisations there is still no contact despite numerous attempts:
1. Association Numérydis
2. European Dysmelia Reference Information Centre (EDRIC) 
3. San Marino Paralympic Committee (SMPC) 
4. The Norwegian Association of Youth with Disabilities 
5. The Saint Lazarus Foundation 
Summary of the situation

Reviewed

· 29 National Councils, (all are reviewed
· 18 European NGO Full members 

· 10 Ordinary Member (all are reviewed
· 3 Observer member

· 23 Associate members

· In total 82 reviewed members
· 2 member resigned one in 2019 and one in 2020

· 1 Members does not exist the organization was taken over by another and its objective changed
On Hold 

· 5 European NGOs
87 Members have been reviewed or are in process of revision.

Any other business

Do you have any other issues to bring for this meeting?
Date of next meeting January 2022 in Greece

During our executive Committee meeting the president said that the Committee was welcome to meet in Greece when we have our Executive Committee to prepare the elections and Annual General Assembly. 
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