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Annex 1: Update on ongoing activities at UN and international level
Human Rights Committee meeting – 17 November 2021
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Updates on CRPD Committee
Review of the European Union 

The CRPD Committee announced that it will start the second review process of the EU in March 2021. It will adopt the List of Issues Prior to Reporting during its 26th session. 

EDF is currently preparing an alternative report for the EU review. We have held a workshop for EDF policy staff to explain the EU review and for our ENGO members in October. Several European members of EDF are planning to submit their own alternative reports and will also contribute to our reporting. 

EDF Human Rights Committee, and other EDF’s Committees, EDF Board and Executive will be closely consulted. 

We aim to finalise our alternative report by end of January to send it in February to the CRPD Committee. We will also prepare for an EDF delegation to take part in the private meeting with the CRPD Committee in March. 
Country review in 2021 and review of the European Union 
In March 2021 the CRPD Committee will hold its 26th session and 15th pre-sessional working group, with the review of:

· Hungary (Concluding Observations) 
· Switzerland (Concluding Observations)

· European Union (List of Issues Prior to Reporting) 

· Netherlands (List of Issues) 

The review is expected to happen in person, in Geneva. 
Together with the International Disability Alliance (IDA), EDF support members in preparation of the review, depending on the agenda of review and needs. 
General Comment on Employment 
EDF took part in the public General Discussion on the right of persons with disabilities to work and employment as part of the process of drafting a General Comment on Art. 27 of the Convention, the right to work and employment in March 2021. EDF also sent written input. We are not waiting to the next step of the consultation. This work is monitored by EDF Social Policy Committee. 
Guidelines on Deinstitutionalisation of Persons with Disabilities 
The Committee adopted an annotated outline of its Guidelines on Deinstitutionalisation of Persons with Disabilities, including in emergency situations (Annotated outline). The process of preparing the Guidelines began in late 2020 and has continued during 2021. The outline describes the content of the Guidelines, currently under preparation. A draft version of the Guidelines will be published by the end of 2021 with a call for written submissions to all interested stakeholders.

This work is monitored by EDF Social Policy Committee.
Working Group on Women and Girls with Disabilities
The Committee created a Working Group on Women and Girls with Disabilities. It has appointed Ms. Gertrude Fefoame and Ms. Vivian Torrijos as a Chair and Vice-Chair of its Working Group. 
The Committee members of the Working Group seek to strengthen the Committee’s engagement with organisations of women and girls with disabilities in promoting and upholding the rights of women and girls with disabilities and eliminating multiple and intersectional discrimination against them. EDF joined a meeting organised by IDA with Ms. Vivian Torrijos on the Working Group. We will look into contributing to its work notably through the expertise of EDF Women’s Committee. 
Country review by other UN Treaty Bodies, including CEDAW Committee

Countries review have been rescheduled in all UN Treaty Bodies, List of issues and List of Issues prior to reporting continued to be adopted during virtual sessions. 
Committee on Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
· February/March 2022: review of Portugal and Spain 
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR)

· February/March 2022: review of Czech Republic and Serbia; List of issues on Ireland
Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

· January/February 2022: review of Croatia, Cyprus, Greece and the Netherlands
· May 2022: review of Iceland 

· September 2022: review of Finland, Germany and North Macedonia 
Committee Against Torture (CAT) 

· April/May 2022: review of Iceland
Human Rights Committee 

· February/March 2022: to be announced  
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