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DOC-BOARD-22-03-04
Combating violence against women and girls with disabilities
                        Document for information and discussion
Purpose of this item
This item presents new initiatives that will aim at combating violence against women and girls with disabilities and EDF’s main objectives. 

Questions for the Board 

· Do you have any questions on the EU initiatives and recommendations for our advocacy? 

· Are you interested in becoming a partner of the WeMove petition on ending forced sterilisation and translating it in your language? 

EU Directive on combating violence against women and domestic violence 
On the 8th of March the European Commission plans to present a new legislative proposal to combat violence against women and gender-based violence. In 2021, EDF was active to influence the text of the proposal. We participated in several online and written consultations organised by the European Commission, published a position paper on violence against women and girls with disabilities in the EU and sent recommendations to the cabinet of Commissioner Dalli preparing the legislation. We are also in contact with the European Coalition to End Violence Against Women and the European Women’s Lobby, and continue supporting the ratification of the Istanbul Convention. 
The Directive is very important for persons with disabilities who are victims of gender-based violence, especially as the Istanbul Convention has not been ratified by the EU and all its Member States. 
Our objective is that the legislation fully includes all forms of violence faced by women and girls with disabilities, including forced sterilisation, and incorporates accessibility requirements in preventing, combating and sanctioning gender-based and domestic violence.  
EU Recommendations on harmful practices 

Harmful practices are forms of violence committed primarily against women and girls. They are forms of gender-based violence and serious violations of women and children’s rights. Forced sterilisation is a form of harmful practice faced by women and girls with disabilities.

The European Commission will publish a consultation on the prevention of harmful practices against women and girls with the objective to adopt a Recommendation on the topic. This is part of the EU Gender Equality Strategy. The Recommendation should be adopted in the fourth quarter of 2022. The EU Strategy announced that the Recommendation would include the need for effective pre-emptive measures and acknowledging the importance of education and address the strengthening of public services, prevention and support measures, capacity-building of professionals and victim-centred access to justice. 
Our objective is that the Recommendation includes forced sterilisation and ensures that all the measures proposed take into account the rights and needs of women and girls with disabilities. 

EDF campaign on ending forced sterilisation 

Forced sterilisation is a form of violence against women. EDF advocates for the criminalisation of forced sterilisation and for targeted measures to prevent, combat and sanction this harmful practice and to provide support and redress to victims. 
EDF is launching an online petition on ending forced sterilisation with the online petition platform We Move. The targets are the European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union. Our objective is to influence the negotiations on the proposed directive on violence against women and EU Recommendation on prevention of harmful practices so that they include forced sterilisation. It could also be used as a tool for national advocacy against forced sterilisation by EDF members. 
The petition will be launched in English on the 1st of March. It could be translated with the support of EDF members in other languages to reach out more people throughout the EU. 
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