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DOC-BOARD-22-03-05
Follow up of the Regional and Global Disability Summits
                         Document for information and discussion 
Purpose of this item
To update the board on the Regional and Global Disability Summits and explain the political commitments of the EU made at the Global Disability Summit. 

Questions for the board  

· Do you have questions or comments regarding both Summits? 

· Has your country made commitments during the Global Disability Summit? How do you plan to keep your government accountable? 
High level European Regional Disability Summit on international cooperation
A high level European Regional Disability Summit on international cooperation took place on 8th February 2022, under the auspices of the Global Disability Summit. EDF led on its organisation along the Atlas Alliance, Global Disability Summit secretariat, International Disability Alliance (IDA), International Labour Organization (ILO), Norwegian Federation of Organisations of Disabled People (FFO), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Europe and Central Asia, UN Human Rights Regional Office for Europe, UNICEF Europe and Central Asia, UN Partnership on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Fund (PRPD) and WHO Regional Office for Europe. 

The Summit discussed how international cooperation in the broader European region, including Eastern European, Western and Central Asian countries can become inclusive of all persons with disabilities. We had a successful event, with 1008 registrations and 637 actual attendees from all parts of the world and in particular Europe, including representatives of the disability movement, civil society, donors, governments, United Nations (UN) agencies and their country teams in the region.

The event welcomed 20 high level speakers and three excellent moderators, covering the European Union, the UN, organisations of persons with disabilities and other important stakeholders. They presented their political commitments towards the Global Disability Summit, explaining how they will make them a reality for all persons with disabilities in the region. The discussions focused on disability inclusive development across health, education, employment, humanitarian situation and civil society strengthening, including on women’s rights.

Background information - Global Disability Summit 2018 
The first Global Disability Summit (GDS18) was held in 2018 in London, co-hosted by the UK, Kenya and the International Disability Alliance (IDA). It was a historical moment for disability inclusion and the rights of persons with disabilities. GDS18 generated an unprecedented level of focus on and commitment to disability-inclusive development.  

The European Disability Forum (EDF) took part in this critical summit, along 171 national governments, multilateral agencies, donors, foundations, private sector and civil society organisations. Altogether, 968 individual commitments were made, each one intended to strengthen and transform disability inclusion. These commitments were made around the four central themes of the Summit1 as well as the two cross-cutting themes2. 

In Europe, only four countries made commitments (Andorra, Sweden, Finland and the United Kingdom), while the European Union (EU) did not make any commitments. The EU was also little involved in the Global Disability Summit itself and did not send high level representatives to speak or attend. With regards to EDF, we made eight commitments focusing on our work in the EU (EDF’s commitments are included in annex). 

Global Disability Summit 2022 
The Government of Norway, the Government of Ghana and IDA, in collaboration with the Atlas Alliance co-hosted the second Global Disability Summit (GDS22) on the 16th and 17th February 2022. 

The Global Disability Summit had four main objectives: 

· Raise global attention and focus on neglected areas and inclusive sustainable development. 

· Strengthen the capacity of organisations of persons with disabilities (DPOs) in the Global South and their engagement with governments. 

· Mobilise targeted and concrete commitments on disability inclusion and inclusive development. 

· Showcase best practice and evidence from across the world on disability inclusive development, and progress made from the GDS18. 

The co-hosts of the GDS2022 have asked participants to prepare commitments on the following themes:  

· strengthening engagement with DPOs, in particular in the Global South. 

· inclusive education. 

· inclusive livelihoods and social protection. 

· inclusive health. 

· inclusion in situations of conflict and crisis, including from climate change.  

· Gender (as a cross-cutting theme).  
EDF spoke at the GDS, in the session “on inclusion in crisis and conflict including climate change”. The EU also spoke with the speech of Commissioners Dalli, Lenarčič and Urpilainen, who presented their 17 political commitments. 
Commitments of the European Union   

Overarching commitments

· The EU will increasingly raise the rights of persons with disabilities in dialogues with its partner countries, support the implementation of UNCRPD and foster its ratification globally.

· The Commission will continue to uphold the human rights of persons with disabilities and support their social inclusion in the framework of the EU’s enlargement and neighbourhood policies. Through the policy and political dialogues with partner countries, the Commission will support reforms of public policies to make these more inclusive of persons with disabilities; 

· The Commission intend to make available EUR 5 million dedicated financial support to UN Partnership on the Rights for Persons with Disabilities (UNPRPD)  from the new Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument thematic programme - Global Challenges; 

· The Commission will track disability inclusive investments for a targeted monitoring of EU funding by systematically using the OECD Development Assistance Committee Disability Marker.

· The EU aims to a steady increase of the proportion of new international partnership actions that are disability inclusive, measured by OECD Development Assistance Committee disability marker;

Inclusive Education

· The EU will strengthen inclusive education systems through its education sector programmes in its international partnership countries; 

· The Commission commits to support inclusive education in situations of crisis (i.e. conflict, disaster, epidemics, etc.);

Situations of Crises and Conflict

· The Commission commits to take into account the specific needs of persons with disabilities to ensure their full participation in humanitarian action, including in emergency preparedness activities. It also commits to support capacity building of its humanitarian partners on disability inclusion;

· The Commission commits to collect data on beneficiaries of humanitarian action disaggregated by disability, and to report on disability inclusive humanitarian action with the OECD disability marker;  

· The Commission commits to continue raising awareness around the principles of non-discrimination and inclusiveness including the specific needs of persons with disabilities, in prevention, preparedness and response operations in the context of civil protection and commits to support Member States exchange of best practices in the area;

· The Commission commits to take into account the specific needs of persons with disabilities to ensure their participation in the civil protection response, including in emergency prevention and preparedness activities, such as civil protection exercises.

Inclusive Health

· The EU will contribute to strengthen inclusive health systems (that enable access to both general health care and specialised services) including public health workforce capacities on disability inclusive service delivery through bilateral health programs in  international partnership countries;

· The EU will add inclusive health, CRPD principles and combatting discrimination as an integral part of its policy dialogue on Universal Health Coverage and Primary Health Care;

· The EU will promote inclusive health care models and support integrated management of non-communicable diseases (NCD), disability and rehabilitation in primary health care as a key component of the multi-country Universal Health Coverage Partnership programme implemented by WHO;

Inclusive livelihoods and social protection

· The EU will further strengthen national social protection system building including persons with disabilities in its new generation of international partnership programmes in view of universal social protection for all;

· The EU will encourage the formulation in its international partnership of best practice in standardisation of social protection schemes, including persons with disabilities.

· The EU continues to organise regular structured dialogues during the annual UNCRPD Conference of State Parties, and in the context of other existing multilateral fora, and enhance cooperation with a focus on accessibility and employment. 
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