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DOC-BOARD-22-03-07
Update from the Youth Committee and new Terms of Reference
                                          Document for information 
Purpose of this item
Provide the EDF Board with updates on the past activities and future plans of the EDF Youth Committee and the changes brought to the Terms of Reference.
Questions for the executive Committee 

· Do you have any feedback for the future plans?

· Do you approve the new Terms of References of the Youth Committee?

Introduction 

In the second half of the year of 2021 and beginning of 2022 the Youth Committee was very active on delivering on the activities around the topic of the year Independent Living in the IDA Youth Committee they joined and other projects that EDF is involved in. In February 2022 they were part of the organisation and spoke in the first ever organised Youth Global Disability Summit of the International Disability Alliance and the partners.
They organised 3 activities and workshops, participated or spoke in 10 activities, and contributed to 3 web publications and gave feedback to 4 policy items.

For 2022 the Committee chose Mental Health as a topic to focus on, as this came out as an important point from the survey run in 2020 on COVID-19 and its effects on young people with disabilities. 

Activities
The Youth Committee Organised and participated in 12 activities some of which very large scale events.

· Independent Living so basic and yet so impossible a webinar within the European Youth Event attended by almost 180 participants with the presence of MEP Katrin Langensiepen
· Independent Living within the Fundamental Rights Forum an event with hundred of parallel activities with the presence of Katarina Ivankovic Knezevic Director of DG EMPL

· The Change Maker Workshop given by the EDF Youth Committee

· Participated in 4 Meetings of the IDA Youth Committee, set up in June 2021, where EDF Youth Committee is represented by its chair Kamil Goungor
· Participated in the Council of Members of the European Youth Forum December 2021

· Participated in Consortium meeting of the 25% Project on Empowering Young People and participation in the Conference on the Future of Europe

· Co-organised and provided speaker for the Europe MENA Region part of the Youth Global Disability Summit (GDS)
· Moderated and spoke during a round table on Mental Health and persons with disabilities within the Youth GDS.

Publications:

· Disability Voice on Youth in August 2021

· Messages of the Committee on International Youth Day August 12 and December 2 on the European Day of Persons with Disabilities

Contribution to policy

· General Comment on Article 27 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, on employment

· Gave feedback in the shadow Report EDF made for the upcoming second review of the EU by the UN Committee on the Convention of Persons with Disabilities

· Consultation on Volunteering of young people in the EU

· Resolution of the European Parliament on Employment and Young People

· Gave feedback via a survey on the European Year of Youth 2022

Future Plans
· Final Activity of the 25% Project

· Events of the European Youth Forum

· Event on Mental Health as part of the European Year of Youth

· Event of Youth Group of our French member 20-22 May France

· European Youth Event

· Youth Meeting within the City Foundation Project with young people from Central and Eastern Europe

· Contribute to the Human Rights report on Employment and any other upcoming policies. 

Terms of References of the Youth Committee
The EDF Youth Committee proposed some changes of their terms of references; These have been approved by the executive committee. There are some common changes that are proposed for women committee as well such as: human rights approach language use when representing EDF and that the non-elected candidates to the Committee could join this one as observers on their own costs.

Specific changes of the youth committee were:

· Age: a maximum age for the moment of application to avoid having young people older then 35 during their mandate. Being older then 35  hinders their participation in the youth movement.

· Updated the number of members from 3 to 4 per membership category as this youth committee had four representatives from national councils and four from European NGOs.

· A representative of the youth committee to be part of the selection when choosing the new members of the Youth Committee. 
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