[image: image1.jpg]Funded by
the European Union




[image: image2.png]EUROPEAN
DISABILITY

FORUM






   
DOC-BOARD-22-05-02
EDF programme- Ukraine and neighbouring countries
Document for background information to support the Board discussion
Purpose of this item
· Share with the board progress about our Ukraine programme.
· Discuss with board members any questions they might have as well as work within their own organisations.
Questions for the Board 

· Do you have feedback or comments on EDFs programme and our members and partners work? 

· Are you involved in supporting persons and children with disabilities from Ukraine? Do you have information to share? 
Introduction 

EDF expresses its support and solidarity with the people of Ukraine. EDF started its advocacy action on February 24th and its official programmatic support to our members developed in March. We are working to ensure persons with disabilities and their representing organisations (OPDs) are supported in the response and recovery in Ukraine and neighbouring countries.   We keep the Board updated each Monday, and report back in detail on members work in the members mailing. Each significant programme decision is also reviewed by the EDF executive and discussed in advance with the President. 
Our programme
· Our response is supported financially by CBM International and Wellspring Philanthropic Trust

· CBM: 2.1 million Euros for 12 months (with a possible one-year extension)

· Wellspring: 100,000 US dollars. 

· Our three objectives (in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and humanitarian principles): 

1. Support persons with disabilities in collaboration with organisations of persons with disabilities (DPOs) 

2. Advocate for disability inclusion in the broader humanitarian response in Ukraine and in the countries of the EU as people flee the war (now over 4 million children and adults) 

3. Ensure recovery of persons with disabilities, and build the capacity of the disability movement in the long-term

· Countries 

· Implemented by our members in Ukraine, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Slovakia, Poland and Romania (CBM) 

· To be implemented by partners in Moldova (Wellspring)

· Staff

· Ukraine Programme Coordinator: Gordon Rattray (previously International Cooperation Officer, also working on the i2i project which is now finished). Manager of: 

· Humanitarian Support Officer: Mariya Yasenovska 

· Humanitarian Advocacy Officer: Should start on June 1st; currently in Ukraine. 

· Administrative and Reporting Officer: to be recruited

· Support of a consultant for Moldova: Georgette Mulheir 

· Activities are proposed by our members and partners and include:

· Identify immediate and urgent needs 

· Support local organisations in the set up accessible transit shelters in Lviv and Uzhhorod  

· Provide accessible information for receiving organisations/ persons with disabilities and their families (website, helpline, information leaflets)  

· Deliver hygiene products, medicines and food 

· Ensure the purchase of the necessary aids, including wheelchairs, crutches, walkers, pressure-relieving mattresses, etc.  

· Provide accessible vehicles to transport refugees with disabilities  

· Advocate for governments to welcome adults and children with disabilities arriving from Ukraine and provide them with the right support.   

· Help link people with disabilities with accessible places to stay, with food, medical support and technical equipment they may need  

· Advocate for disability inclusion in the wider humanitarian response 

· Work with the media to ensure the situation of persons with disabilities is adequately represented  

· Next steps - Majority of partners have planned and are implementing short-term (three month) activities. Next steps are to consider priorities up to 12 months and beyond, including capacity building activities (training, eg. safeguarding and safety and security, use of Washington group questions, humanitarian action and disaster risk reduction) and to make meaningful partnerships with 'mainstream' humanitarian responders. Such collaborations will strengthen DPOs capacity and improve disability inclusiveness of humanitarian community in the longer term.

Links for further information

Our work on Ukraine is available on EDF webpage on Ukraine. Further links are important to highlight: 
· CBM and EDF statement on our joint project 

· EDF first statement on protection and safety of persons with disabilities in Ukraine (our most impactful content on the web, with approximatively 10.950 visits (as of the 13th May)
· EDF FAQ on Ukraine 
· Stories of Ukrainian with disabilities 
Policy links

· Model letter to write to your government to advocate on the rights of persons and children with disabilities from Ukraine
· Video: How to include organisations of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action – IASC Guidelines. English version – Russian version (Ukrainian version being finalised)
· EDF position paper: Recommended response to children from institutions in Ukraine (April 2022)
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