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DOC-AGA-22-06-11
Membership Issues
                            Document for information and decision 
Purpose of this item
· Provide the Delegates to the Annual General Assembly information about the results of Membership review 
· Propose the exclusion of 1 member
Questions for the delegates
A vote will be launched on both of these questions.  

· Do you agree to adopt the Membership Review Report?

· Do you agree to Exclude Association Numeridys?

Introduction 

The General Assembly in 2019 commissioned the Membership and Credentials Committee to review all members except the ones who joined our organisation in 2019. The review was to be finished before the General Assembly in 2021 when all governing bodies were to be re-elected.

Given the pandemic and the delay of some members to answer the to the review request, and the postponed elections for this year, the review was finalized at the beginning of January.

Results of the Membership Review 

Out of 98 members requested to proceed to the review 93 organisations have responded to the questionnaire: 29 National Councils full members, 25 European NGO Full members, 10 European NGOs ordinary members and 26 Associate members. 

During the revision process the Committee noticed that some organisations do not comply with the membership criteria set up for the membership category they are part of.

The following organisations:

· European Deafblind Network (EDbN) 

· European Cooperation in Anthroposophical Curative Education and Social Therapy (ECCE)
These two organisations were part of the Full Members category that are Organisations of Persons with Disabilities (DPO). Unfortunately, these two organisations are not lead by a majority of persons with disabilities or parents as set down in EDF statutes (art. 10.1), and thus they comply more with the criteria set up for ordinary members (Art. 10.2 of the statutes. Therefore, the Board of EDF meeting held on November 18 2021 decided to place these organisation in the Ordinary Members category. 

The following organisations:

· Action Européenne des Handicapés (AEH) 

· Brain Injured & Families - European Confederation (BIF-EC) 

· Cerebral Palsy – European Communities Association (CP-ECA) 

These three organisations did not comply with the criteria of representation within the EU “to have members in half plus one of the EU Member States, in this case 14 EU countries, as set down in EDF Statutes (Art. 10.1.

· Action Européenne des Handicapés (AEH) 7 EU countries represented out of minimum 14

· Brain Injured & Families - European Confederation (BIF-EC) 12 EU countries represented out of 14

· Cerebral Palsy – European Communities Association (CP-ECA)  12 EU countries represented out of 14.

During the Executive Committee Meeting held on November 17 it was decided to request the board to decide on what should happen with these members via written procedure. It was also suggested to investigate how can our organisation provide help to members in General to strengthen them, and to help the countries not yet within a European organisation identifying such a group with the support of our national Council. Thus on January 20 the Board decided to allow these organisation to remain as full members.

A last organisation that brought difficulties in the decision process was Retina Europe. This organisation became Retina International in 2018 and its office moved from Switzerland to Ireland where the registration process as charity is not finalized.

Yet other issues came out when analysing the documents they provide:

· The organisation is not European but International

· It has no precise European objective, only in the roles of the board it is mentioned that a board member will watch over the European affairs (Art. 9.2 of Retina International Statutes).

· In an e-mail the CEO named the organisation as a patient organisation, thus not a DPO.

The Membership and Credentials Committee decided to request the Executive Committee advise on how to proceed further. This one, during its meeting of 20-21 January decided to request the Retina International to re-apply as member, as they have changed name, objective and statutes.

Two associate members that have not filled in their questionnaire and not sent their documents, but we are in contact with them the review process will be finalised soon. These organisations have changed contact details  and the contact person has also changed. These associations are:

1. San Marino Paralympic Committee (SMPC) 
2. The Norwegian Association of Youth with Disabilities 
Association Numérydis has not completed the review procedures, nor have they paid their membership fees since several years and they have not reacted to our e-mail and other form of contact. The Board in March 2022 accepted the recommendation of the Membership Committee to call art. X of EDF Statutes to proposed for exclusion during the General Assembly in June 2022 the members that have not paid their annual fees for 2 years consecutively. 
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