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   	DOC-AGA-22-06-17           
5th European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities
                                      Document for discussion 
Purpose of this item
To inform all EDF members about the plans to organise the 5th European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities and gather ideas on the themes and objectives.
Questions to delegates:
· Do you agree with EDF’s plan to organise the 5th European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities (EPPD) in spring 2023?
· What should be the overarching theme and topics of the 5th EPPD?
· What objectives should we aim for?
· Do you have any comment or suggestion from previous EPPD’s that EDF Secretariat should be taken into consideration when organising the event?
Introduction 
Since 1993, there has been 4 European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities (EPPD). These meetings represent a unique opportunity: 
· to bring Europeans with disabilities closer to their EU institutions and representatives,
· to prove and give visibility to the strength of the European disability movement, and its commitment with the project of the European Union, 
· to directly discuss with high level EU policy makers, and with fellow disability activists from all over the EU, and
· to set the political agenda of the EU as for the rights of persons with disabilities.
On December 6th, 2017, the 4th EPPD gathered over 600 delegates from all over the EU who filled the EU Parliament hemicycle in Brussels. The meeting was accessible, and it covered different topics (political participation, disability strategy and international cooperation), plenary debates with intervention from different delegates, and the adoption of a resolution calling for a disability strategy 2020-2030, as well as the EDF Manifesto that presented our demands for the 2019 EU elections’ candidates. There was a major problem in the sense that the Parliament booked captioning off-site, which did not function adequately- for the next event, it will be a captioner in the room.
5th European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities – when & where
On March 16th, EDF met with the President of the European Parliament, Roberta Metsola, who is member of the Disability Intergroup and has publicly demonstrated her commitment to support disability rights. You can read a summary of the meeting.
President Metsola supports the organisation of the 5th EPPD during her mandate, and it was agreed that it could take place in spring 2023, most probably on the 2nd or 3rd week of May. The European Parliament (EP) will decide its 2023 calendar of plenary and committee meetings in September, and EDF secretariat will then be able to agree on a date with President Metsola’s cabinet and the EP services. 
It will take place in the Parliament in Brussels to maximise the participation of Members of the European Parliament (MEPs).
How to participate
Once the EPPD date is confirmed, EDF secretariat will inform all EDF members and will provide guidance on how to reach out to MEPs to get their support.
MEPs can support the financing of the travel expenses of persons with disabilities through the EP visitors’ programme. Therefore, it is very important that EDF members contact their MEPs as soon as we confirm the date after the summer.
Particularly, the members of the EP Disability Intergroup will be very much open to cooperate with EDF and its members in the organisation of the EPPD.
Themes and topics for the 5th EPPD
Given that the EU has recently concluded the Conference on the Future of Europe, and the institutions are open to discuss key institutional reforms, and that May 2023 will mark one year before the next EU elections, the 5th EPPD could be focused on “Building an inclusive future for persons with disabilities in the EU”.
Some topics that could be tackled are:
· CRPD, equality and intersectionality,
· Political and Civic Participation, 
· Free movement,
· A more social Europe,
· EU’s resilience to crisis and support to the rights of persons with disabilities worldwide.
As in 2017, the EPPD will facilitate plenary discussions by delegates, as well as the adoption of the EDF Manifesto for the 2024 elections, and any other relevant resolution deemed necessary calling for a political commitment of EU policymakers.
Contact:
Alejandro Moledo alejandro.moledo@edf-feph.org  
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