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DOC-BOARD-22-11-03
Cost of living crisis- National and European responses
                             Document for discussion and decision 
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this document is to open the discussion on the growing problem of the cost-of-living crisis on persons with disabilities in Europe. It also proposes a resolution, detailed in Annex I, aimed at including the disability perspective in the current European political agenda related to inflation and energy costs.
Questions for the Board 

· What are your points of view on the current socioeconomic situation, in relation to inflation, energy costs and associated poverty and exclusion?

· Could you tell us about how persons with disabilities are impacted in your country and any actions you or your government are taking?
· Do you have suggestions and approve the resolution presented in Annex I?

Introduction 

The current European socioeconomic context is extremely worrying for the most disadvantaged groups. Inflation, mainly due to the energy costs and the consequent shortage of products, is affecting persons with lower wages and those who suffer particular inequalities in a greater extent; many persons with disabilities are amongst them once again. 
In this regard, national and European representatives of persons with disabilities have started showing their discontent with the little if no action taken by their governments. This situation was discussed in the meeting with European NGOs last October 6th, and it is being tackled through actions by EDF national members, such as:

· The campaign launched by DFI in Ireland.
· The meeting and letter NCDP, from Greece, wrote to their government raising their concern on energy prices and the need for concrete action.
Main problems for persons with disabilities
The main issues raised by EDF members were:

· Prices are higher while disability allowances and salaries diminish or stay the same. Many persons relying on disability allowances will not have them adjusted for the increased cost of living. Some governments are reducing disability support and redirecting the money, which is sending people deeper into poverty.

· The “benefits” trap compounds this effect. The “benefits trap” refers to the fact that governments often drastically reduce or eliminate disability allowances when people get into employment. It means that some persons with disabilities in employment may earn less income than when receiving allowances, and, hence, they are discouraged from joining the labour market.

· Assistive technologies have become more expensive, pushing persons with disabilities deeper into poverty. These technologies also rely heavily on electricity, so people with disabilities risk giving up life-saving devices such as breathing machines, powered wheelchairs, hearing aids, and others.

· Elevated energy costs limit the use of heating, aggravating chronic pain and health issues. It will reduce mobility and increase functional limitations. Reduced heating in schools, workplaces and public services may stop persons with disabilities from attending mainstream education, limit their employment and make them avoid necessary services.

Responses to the crisis

We have seen through the responses to the survey we opened - coming from Malta, Belgium, France, Hungary and Denmark - that, at national level, there have not been relevant measures particularly dedicated to persons with disabilities on this subject. Few countries, such as Belgium
, have specific policies to support persons with disabilities to pay energy costs, but these were in place before the current crisis. The general approach by most countries that did develop policies oriented at confronting the inflation and the energy costs have no particular consideration for persons with disabilities.

At European level, the action of the Commission is focused on ensuring the access to gas, capping prices – at macro level – and generating resources for Member States to create national policies; European funding has not been oriented neither used yet for this purpose. 
Therefore, two main requests were raised for the European institutions and Member States:
· Countries should create specific measures to support persons with disabilities during this period – including increasing allowances and access to discounted tariffs.

· The EU should re-orient funds to support persons with disabilities, and Member States should make these funds available as soon as possible.

To achieve this, EDF Board is invited to consider launching a European campaign, with a Resolution which includes the most urgent demands to the EU institutions as a starting point. The text is in the Annex I of the present document, followed by an Annex II describing the background to the proposal.
Contact: Álvaro Couceiro
alvaro.couceiro@edf-feph.org 

� � HYPERLINK "https://handicap.belgium.be/fr/news/171221-tarif-social-gas-electricite.htm#:~:text=Direction%20g%C3%A9n%C3%A9rale%20de%20l'%C3%89nergie%20%E2%80%93%20%C3%89nergie%20sociale&text=En%20ce%20qui%20concerne%20la,droit%20%C3%A0%20ce%20tarif%20social" �https://handicap.belgium.be/fr/news/171221-tarif-social-gas-electricite.htm#:~:text=Direction%20g%C3%A9n%C3%A9rale%20de%20l'%C3%89nergie%20%E2%80%93%20%C3%89nergie%20sociale&text=En%20ce%20qui%20concerne%20la,droit%20%C3%A0%20ce%20tarif%20social�. 
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