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DOC-BOARD-22-11-08
5th European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities
                         Document for information and discussion 
Purpose of this item
The aim of this document is to summarise the ongoing work of EDF secretariat concerning the organisation of the 5th European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities, as well as to receive EDF Board members’ feedback and suggestions.
Questions for the Board 
· Have you contacted your MEPs already?

· Do you have any comments or suggestion from previous EPPD’s that EDF Secretariat should be taken into consideration when organising the event?

· Do you have any specific topic or speaker recommendation for EDF? 

Confirming the date and European Parliament’s support
In March, the President of the European Parliament (EP) Roberta Metsola confirmed her commitment to organise the 5th European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities (EPPD). As soon as the EP calendar for 2023 was published, EDF sent an official request. While we await for the EP Bureau to take a formal decision on the week of November 21st (six months in advance as stipulated by the rules for the use of Parliament premises), the cabinet of the President has informally confirmed that the event will most likely take place on Tuesday, May 23rd, 2023, as requested by EDF.
EDF has also requested that the Parliament covers the 24 spoken languages and international sign interpretation, human generated live subtitling in English, catering, and live streaming of the event, as well as other logistical matters like security, ushers and technicians.
Informing the MEPs

EDF has informed the members of the Disability Intergroup as well as the chairs and coordinators of the Employment and Social Affairs Committee and the Petitions Committee to ensure their internal support to the organisation of this conference. EDF has also encouraged these MEPs to start reaching out to EDF members to plan the participation of delegates with disabilities from their countries. As soon as the date is confirmed by the EP Bureau, EDF will communicate to all MEPs and the general public about this landmark event.

Funding the delegations

EDF has established contact with the EP Visitors Programme. MEPs will be able to use this to financially support the travel and accommodation of the delegations. According to the Visitors Programme they will fund for one day 66€ for accommodation, 42€ as allowance, and 0,09€ per kilometre to Brussels. MEPs have certain quota as for how many people they can bring to Brussels, but due to the past years, normally this should not be a problem. 

Additional funding will be available for cases of persons with disabilities who require adapted rooms, and additional reasonable accommodation (e.g. the Parliament can fund the work of national sign language interpreter) – although a proof of this will have to be submitted to the EP administration.
MEPs also count with a monthly free allocation budget which could contribute to funding the travel of the delegations (TBC).
Contacting MEPs

EDF members are encouraged to make use of the model letter and the supportive materials prepared by EDF secretariat to contact their MEPs and get their support to the delegations. A good starting point can be the members of the Disability Intergroup.
Themes and topics of the 5th EPPD

Given that the EU has recently concluded the Conference on the Future of Europe, and the institutions are open to discuss key institutional reforms, and that May 2023 will mark one year before the next EU elections, the 5th EPPD main theme will be “Building an inclusive future for persons with disabilities in the EU”, as agreed by the EDF General Assembly last June.

Some topics that could be tackled are:

· CRPD, equality and intersectionality,

· Political and Civic Participation, 

· Free movement,

· A more social Europe,

· EU’s resilience to crisis and support to the rights of persons with disabilities worldwide.

As in 2017, the EPPD will facilitate plenary discussions by delegates, as well as the adoption of the EDF Manifesto for the 2024 elections, and any other relevant resolution deemed necessary calling for a political commitment of EU policymakers.

EDF team for the EPPD:

Catherine Naughton: catherine.naughton@edf-feph.org – General overview.
Muriel Da Via: muriel.davia@edf-feph.org – Finances.
Raquel Riaza: raquel.riaza@edf-feph.org – Contact with EP logistics.
Loredana Dicsi: loredana.dicsi@edf-feph.org – Support to EDF members.
Andre Felix: andre.felix@edf-feph.org – Communications. 
Alejandro Moledo: alejandro.moledo@edf-feph.org – Contact with MEPs and conference.
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