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DOC-BOARD-22-11-12
Membership Update
                                           Document for decision
Purpose of this item
Inform the board of the work of the Membership and Credentials Committee and bring forward its recommendations for decision of new membership applications.
Questions for the Board 

· Do you accept the League of the Strong from Ukraine as Associate member of EDF?

· Do you accept Faroese Disability Organizations (MEGD) as associate member of EDF?

Introduction 

The Membership and Credentials Committee has received and analised 2 complete membership applications, both applying for Associate membership. The two organisations will be briefly introduced below. 

The League of the Strong

The League of the Strong is a public union founded by 6 organizations working in the field of persons with disabilities.

They have united to change the rules of the game in Ukrainian society, to overcome the monopoly on the rights of persons with disabilities and to involve people with disabilities in the realization of their rights and freedoms.

Currently, the League works in the following areas: Advocacy of the rights of people with disabilities; Building the community of organization for people with disabilities and their strengthening of institutional development; change the perception of disability in the country, Conducting research on disability and international representation. 

The organisation wishes to benefit of EDF’s expertise in policy influencing to ensure that in their country the disability related aspects are on the decision makers agenda and bring their expertise in evacuating persons with disabilities in war context and the Ukrainian legislative process. 

The organisation is working with us as part of the Ukrainian Programme and are actively participating in our work. Our Ukranian members knows them and work together on some issues.

Faroese Disability Organizations

Faroese Disability Organizations (MEGD) is the national disability umbrella organisation for organisations for persons with disabilities of the Faroe Islands. the Faroe Islands is an authonomous region of Denmark with their own governence so is it for the Civil Society representation within the island. 

There are 24 member organisations with a total of about 4000 citizen members in MEGD. The organisations are organisations of persons with disabilities and organisations of persons with chronical diseases. 

The main reason for applying for EDF membership is to strengthen the network and foundation which enables MEGD to represent and ensure that persons with disabilities have full access to fundamental human rights through their active involvement in policy development and implementation in the Faroe Islands. 

MEGD aims to contribute to and learn from the professional EDF network and share best practices in respect to systematic monitoring of legislative proposals and strategic campaigns. The organisation is willing also to invite people from EDF to their events. 

The organisation is working closely with the Disability People organisation in Denmark that is our member in the country, and DPOD recommends them to be part of our network. 
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