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DOC-EXEC-22-09-09
Appointment of new Youth Committee  

                            Document for discussion and decision
Purpose of this item
This document presents the nominations received for EDF new Youth Committee and propose selected members for approval by the Executive Committee. Moreover, our Youth Focal Point has been approached by the president of the European Deaf blind Union who due to changing of its president and governance have not managed to nominate a young person until now.
Questions for the Executive 

· Do you agree with the proposed nominations of the new members and observers of the Youth Committee? 
· Should we accept to co-opt as observers in the committee under-represented group after the process of selection was closed?
Process

Following the Annual General Assembly (AGA) end of June 2022, invitations were sent to EDF full and ordinary members to nominate candidates to the Youth Committee. The candidates were asked to fill in an application questionnaire and send their CV to the Secretariat. 
The secretariat made a pre-selection based on the applications received and following criteria: 
· Age candidates should be not older then 27 at the moment of application, an exception was made for persons with disabilities who need higher level of support
· Skill sets relevant to the Committee 
· Direct representation of young People with disabilities, including self-advocates, 
· Intersectional identities
· Balance between different disability groups 
· Geographical balance in Europe 
· Balance between European and National EDF members 
The Geographical balance unfortunately was not met as we have not received application from Central and Eastern Europe for example, nore have we received nomination of Blind and partially sighted, this meaning that this group is not represented within the committee.
The proposed list was drawn up followed by a discussion with the Executive focal point for the Committee. 
Applicants 

EDF received 12 applications for the Youth Committee, 7 applications from European members (for 4 places) and 5 applications from National members (for 4 places). For the selection of the members, for National Councils one of the applicants was older then 27 and there was no reason to apply an exception in her case. For the European NGO the selection was difficult as the applications were very good and relevant for the Committee, thus 5 candidates are proposed for the 4 places with the request for the Executive Committee to allow the 5th nomination representing a group not included in the Committee.
Proposed Youth Committee members

We propose the following members for the new EDF Youth Committee: 
1. Charlotte Aelbrecht, nominated by the Belgian Disability Forum
2. Alexandre Gomes, nominated by the CFHE 
3. Lydia Vlagsma, Nominated by The Dutch Council of persons with Disabilities and chronical illnesses Ieder in
4. Amir Alibabić Slovenian National Disability Council (NSIOS) 
5. Ben Rowsome, nominated by Autism-Europe 
6. Jonathan Elebjörk Wahlström, nominated by the European Federation of Hard of Hearing (EFHOH) 
7. Tamara Byrne, nominated by Inclusion Europe
8. Nina Portolan, nominated by the European Network on Independent Living (ENIL) 
9. Elias Tebibel nominated by the European Union of the Deaf (EUD) 
The following young people were nominated but not selected: 
1. Eliza Marino, nominated by the Italian Disability Forum 
2. Angelina Mortensen, European Council of Autistic People (EUCAP)
3. Agnes Kojc, Cerebral Palsy – European Community Association (CP-ECA) 
Candidates who were not selected will be invited to participate to the Committee as observers. 
Observer status 

Observers will be part of the mailing list of the Youth Committee and invited to give input to EDF’s consultations and participate in the Committee’s meetings at the cost of the organisation which nominated them. All meetings of the Youth Committee will be made accessible to all participants. 
Short Biographie of proposed members
Below are the short biographies of the proposed selection of members for the new EDF Youth Committee
Representatives nominated by National Councils:
Charlotte Aelbrechts
Charlotte is a 25 young women in wheelchair from Belgium. She is leading a team in a Belgian organisation for persons with disabilities where they are organising activities lobbying for the rights of persons with disabilities and supporting persons with disabilities. Together with other grass rutes organisation from her country they are advocating on a national level for the rights of persons with disabilities, knowledge she would like to bring to this committee and to learn to advocate on a European level.  She is also in the board of the Belgian Disability forum. She studies special education and during her studies she worked in a facility centre for children and youth with disabilities. She was also a jobcoach for persons with disabilities, what allowed her to deepen the knowledge in the subject. Charlotte is interested also in the sexuality of people with disabilities, she started a project within her organisation on the topic. 
[image: image4.jpg]Funded by
the European Union




Amir Alibabic
Amir is a 26 years old young man. A paradanser since the age of 15. He studies social siences. During his studies he joined  the Association of Disabled Students of Slovenia and became its president He advocate especially for for the rights of students with special needs within the university to benefit of an inclusive study programme and facilities. The association provide students with disabilities with adapted transportation this in cooperation with the city, provide adapted housing for students with disabilities and temporarily for alumnies.
He advocated also on a national level in the Personal Assistance Act that regulates personal assistance for persons with disabilities, in accessible transport and education specifically on 
mobility programmes. He did an Erasmus in 2018 in Northern Ireland, at Queens University Belfast.where he studied politics of international relations for half a year. He has also participated in many Youth mobilities and trainings (Romania, Albania, Barcelona, Bolgaria, Slovenia, Italia, Lithuania).
Alexandre Gomez
Alexandre is & 22 years old young man from France. He lived in an institution during his high school period where he started his involvement in the youth movement and activism. He is now associate board member of APF Handicap France of his region where he brings the perspective of young people. Since this year he is working as Communications assistance in a company NovaSancO. As a volunteer in IRTS Nouvelle-Aquitaine he is examiner and trainer for device coordinators. He is an artist writing poetry, slamming and rapping for 10 years and he hat the opportunity to show his talents on stage. 
Lydia Vlagsma
Nominated by Ieder in.
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Lydia Vlagsma is 27 years old and she comes from the Netherlands. Lydia is a young professional who brings her own lived experience as a chronically ill person to the table. She has a lot of international experience, studying the United Nations as a student in International Relations and as a professional in the CRPD monitoring process. She also gained international experience as a student through her involvement in a student debating society. Lydia’s expertise lies in the field of education and she strives to connect education to work and income. She has the gift to connect, involve and empower young, disabled people and their organizations in the Netherlands. The ‘nothing about is without us’ principle is in her blood and actions, and we believe Lydia represents the voice and skills of the new generation.
Representatives nominated by European NGOs:
Ben Rowsome
Ben is an autistic young advocate working towards improving the rights of autistic people. . With his university in Ireland he participated in setting up and now as a job cofacilitates the Autism Drop-In Groups. He is also producing autistic inclusive content and rising awareness through speeches, presentations among the students community and beyond on national level in his country. As he says, he is  very passionate about what he does  when it comes to advocacy and his academics too. He is always out to improve himself by learning new things and always looking to give back as much as possible. 
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Tamara Byrne
Tamara a 28 years old  young women. A self-advocate on intellectual disability. She has been speaking up for her rights and other people’s rights for many years. She is passionate about equality, human rights and fighting against discrimination. She  worked with Inclusion Ireland on a project to make public services more accessible for persons with intellectual disabilities. She now works on a project with journalists to make our voices heard in the media and not being discriminated for who we are in the media. We are not objects, we are people!
Jonathan Elebjörk Wahlström
Jonathan is a Swedish lawyer with a passion for human rights, taxation law and EU-law. Long time disability activist with a special interest for accessibility advocacy. Currently working as Secretary General at the Swedish organisation for young hard of hearing people.He is active working for disability rights both in Sweden and in rest of Europe, moreover, he is also working closely with the Swedish Youth National Council bringing in the youth movement the disability perspective to ensure that young disabled people are included .
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Nina Portolan
Nina is a 25 years old para carate athlete from Serbia awarded several times. She studied molecular biology and physiology. She started her advocacy involvement within the independent movement when she joined ENIL as a European volunteer within the European Solidarity Corps. She is now Member of the executive team on the project „Young disabled people in a fight for Independent Living“, carried out by young disabled people’s initiative IM-PACT 21 and supported by The Lawyers’ Committee For Human Rights (YUCOM) through the “Solidarity for the rights of all” program. As a para athlete she was already fighting for the rights of those practicing para sports, but during her volunteering she worked on the Disability Rights Strategy de-institutionalisations sports to ensure that in the positions prepared by her hosting organisation the rights if young persons are included. She remains active in the independent living movement and would like to use the knowledge acquired to improve the rights of all young people with disabilities, those outside EU too. 
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Elias Tebibel
Elias is a deaf young person. He is now project manager on the "Äkta Man" project, where he work preventively against

abuse and sexual violence. He worked as TV-host for UR's news program for the deaf and hearing-impaired children and as a leisure leader at the youth center for deaf and hearing-impaired

children. A A down to earth guy who is good at pulling in many threads at once to find the best solution for each mission. With my experience I can contribute with greatknowledge and routine despite my young age.
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