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   	DOC-EXEC-22-09-11
             
International Cooperation, including our actions on Ukraine
                                             Document for information 
Purpose of this item
· Update the Executive Committee members on the progress of EDF international cooperation strategy implementation, including our actions on Ukraine.
· Decide on a structure to bring together EDF experts in international cooperation 
Questions for the executive Committee 
· Do you have any questions relative to the overall EDF work on international cooperation?
· Which type of structure is best to reach out to EDF experts and improve information sharing between people working on International Cooperation in EDF? 
· EDF is registered to attend the 2022 United Nations Climate Change Conference (CPO27) in Egypt (November). Who should attend, beside Nadia Hadad who is our focal point on climate? It is an opportunity for EDF to influence this portfolio while being in line with our new green policy. 
· Do you have any questions regarding our work about Ukraine?
Overview international cooperation 
In February 2019, EDF Board adopted the new EDF’s strategy for international cooperation 2019-2022. The strategy has five objectives:
· Influencing the European Union;
· Strengthening regional level advocacy among regional DPOs;
· Advocating for evidence;
· Promoting the engagement of DPOs in international cooperation; 
· Innovation and learning. 
Implementation of this strategy has been progressing well, with successes in various fields. 
High level events
· Organisation of the first European Regional Disability Summit on international cooperation (more than 600 participants and many commitments made) 
· Participation in the Global Disability Summit, 
· Participation in UN Climate Change Conference (COP26), 
· Participation in 2022 Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and European DRR platform and improvement of the roadmap. 
· Co-organisation of the thinking lab on disability inclusion and civil protection with DG European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) 
Advocacy
· Involvement of EDF, members and partners in the EU review by the CRPD Committee; submission together with International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC) on EUs implementation of CRPD in its external action, resulted in several references to our recommendations regarding articles 11 and 32 CRPD in the List of Issues of the CRPD committee to the EU.
· Increased involvement in the implementation of the EUs action plan on human rights and democracy (participation in the European Commission Civil Society Organisations’ consultation in June, and upcoming mid-term review in 2023)
· Input into the European Parliament's Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) Committee report on the implementation of EUs Gender Equality Action Plan III
Publication
· Publication of guidance document for Periodic Review of the EU by the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2022-2023 (with a focus on international cooperation)
· Input for the List of Issues Prior to Reporting for the second review of the EU by the CRPD Committee: EDF-IDDC submission focuses on the EU’s implementation of CRPD in its external action beyond Europe.
· Publication of a new guide: volunteer with disabilities within the new European Solidarity Corps 
· Publication on a new report on deinstitutionalization (DI) in EU global actions 
· Toolkit for DPOs involvement European Regional Disability Summit
· Publication ‘Recommended responses to children in institutions in Ukraine’
· EDF-IDDC Analysis on European Disability Rights Strategy External Action  
· Publication of various documents (policy brief, policy paper, review and quick guide) on “Disability-inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction: Moving forward in DiDRR across Europe and Central Asia”
· EDFs input to the Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Roadmap for Europe and Central Asia, that now comprehensively commits to disability inclusion.
· Publication of a video on disability and climate justice. 
Building our network
· EDF is the European Focal Point for the Global Thematic Group on Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Action (TG-DRRCA)
· EDF became a new member of CONCORD, the European confederation of relief and development NGOs – this helps us to widen our network and have stronger impact on policy-making. 
Capacity building and awareness raising
· For EDF members, and together with UNHCR workshop on the rights of refugees with disabilities in Lithuania
· Information session on EDFs work on refugees with disabilities and Ukraine for UN Disability Reference Group on Humanitarian Action, intervention at the European Humanitarian Forum, at OSCE conference on gender responsive DRR
· Translation of our toolkit on the rights of persons with disabilities into Ukrainian
· EDF webpage with information for people with disabilities fleeing the war in Ukraine
Upcoming work 
For the remaining of the year, EDF will focus in particular on:
· EU Global Health Strategy (with IDDC and IDA)
· The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development's Development Assistance Committee (OECD DAC)  marker on disability 
· EU Action plan on human rights and democracy (Mid-term review)
· EU national dialogues (with Human Rights and Democracy Network, IDA and the regional DPOs) 
· Disability Guidance notes for EU delegations and for DPOs
· Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network
· COP 27 Climate Conference	Comment by Gordon Rattray: Marion, we are a part of a joint side event at COP 27 (led by IDA and in collaboration with CBM UK among others). The event application has been accepted but exact title and format have yet to be decided. We have also been granted 4 participant places (I had applied for 6).

Not sure if you want to include all this? I am very sure that nobody will be travelling except perhaps Nadia but I went for the maximum with everything.
In 2023, EDF will review its international cooperation strategy. More components related to disaster risk reduction, climate change, humanitarian action and preparedness will be included. 
Communication
The work of EDF regarding international cooperation is mostly shared through the Global Action newsletter, which is published on a regular basis. There was an attempt to revive an expert group on international cooperation in 2019, but too many people were in the outlook group and little responses were received. 
Executive members focal points for international cooperation:  
A range of executive committee members are working in the field of international cooperation.
· International cooperation: Nadia Hadad, Thorkild Olesen and Vera Bonvalot 
· Humanitarian action and emergencies: Giampiero Griffo 
· Climate action: Nadia Hadad 
· Disaster Risk Reduction and Preparedness: Nadia Hadad 
· SDGs: Ana Pelaez and Thorkild Olesen 
· Ukraine: Gunta Anca 
· Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network: Yannis Vardakastanis
· Women’s Rights: Ana Pelaez and Pirkko Mahlamaki
· Children: Maureen Piggot
· DI: Maureen Piggot
· IDA: Klaus Lachwitz
· Global Disability Summit (Germany 2025): Klaus Lachwitz
· UN: Yannis Vardakastanis
· Volunteering: To be confirmed 

Projects managed by the international cooperation team
	Name
	Donor
	End of project

	1. General Operating grant
	Wellspring
	July 2024

	2. UN Special rapporteur
	Wellspring
	December 2022

	
	OSF
	July 2023

	
	Ford foundation
	October 2024

	3. Ukraine programme
	CBM international
	Spring 2023

	
	Wellspring
	One time donation 

	
	IOM
	December 2023

	4. Ascend project – Capacity building of DPOs in Central Eastern Europe
	Citi Foundation
	December 2022 with most likely a new phase approved up to December 2023

	5. CovidResilience – Strengthening resilience of older persons and persons with disabilities during COVID-19 and future disasters
	EU (Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations; DG NEAR)
	December 2023




EDF programme for Ukraine 
In March 2022, EDF developed its first humanitarian action programme to ensure persons with disabilities and their representing organisations (DPOs) are supported in the response and recovery in Ukraine and neighbouring countries. Our programme is supported financially by CBM International, Wellspring and International Organization for Migration (IOM) until spring 2023. The countries involved are Ukraine, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Moldova, Slovakia, Poland and Romania. 
Selected successes and quantitative outcomes so far
Response to immediate needs
· Ensuring accessibility of information (using translation and interpretation as well as different formats of delivery such as online, by phone and in person) 
· Direct provision of, and referral to other agencies for: accessible transportation and accommodation, hygiene products, medicines and food, health services and psychological and financial support, assistive technology/devices including wheelchairs, crutches, pressure relieving mattresses etc. 
· Support in finding employment and attending local language classes
Advocacy and influencing work 
· Production and adoption of the Riga Declaration during the July conference ‘With today's experience for the future of Ukraine’ organised by The Latvian Umbrella Body for Disability Organisations (SUSTENTO). This declaration calls on the Ukrainian Government, EU institutions, United Nations and wider humanitarian community to support the reconstruction of an inclusive society for persons with disabilities in Ukraine.
· Participation in private consultation with the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) on the situation of persons with disability in and from Ukraine
· Providing input on Ukrainian refugee children from institutions for a meeting of the CRPD Committee and the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
· Constant engagement with UN coordination mechanism, both inside Ukraine and neighbouring countries, including input to strategy of the UN Age and Disability Technical Working Group (EDF Ukraine members/partners in Ukraine participate in this mechanism).
· Publication of EDF position paper ‘Recommended response to children from institutions in Ukraine’ moderation of thinking lab on disability inclusion during DG ECHO Civil Protection Forum; signing the joint statement by Civil Society Europe urging the European Union to guarantee a meaningful role for civil society in RebuildUkraine.
· Influencing the Ukraine Cash Working Group, in collaboration with CBM Global, by: the production of a technical brief on disability inclusive cash and voucher assistance; training session for cash actors on disability inclusive cash delivery; implementation of a cash feasibility assessment among internally displaced people with disabilities by the EDF member the Ukraine National Assembly of Persons With Disabilities (NAPD). This recent work has so far led to opening of discussion with World Food Program.
Number of people reached and services provided
Exact numbers are still being checked and consolidated, therefore please note that the following data do not reflect all of the work done so far but as examples:
· At least 799 people have been reached in Latvia and at least 559 in Romania
· 7000 food packages were delivered to persons with disabilities and elderly people in Ukraine (in cooperation with the UN World Food Programme)
· 1800 assistance requests have been processed in Ukraine with 250 people receiving humanitarian aid, 200 receiving legal advice and 150 receiving psychological support
· Advocacy and communication with public authorities work in Ukraine around the building of 11 temporary modular towns for approximately 4900 displaced people.
For more reading see the EDF Ukraine webpage and article on Ukraine update during EDF Annual General Assembly in June.
Finances
· To date, 1,020,833 euros has been committed to EDF members. 
Immediate and longer term next steps 
· In October 2022, EDF will host approximately 30 representatives from our members and partners working on this response for one week in Brussels. The objectives of this meeting are to allow these organisations to learn and share from one another, receive training and capacity building (including safety and security and risk assessment), to meet EU, UN and humanitarian agencies. 
· EDF is continuing to look towards fundraising to continue our work past spring 2023, exploring options with CBM International, the UN Partnership on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, WHO Europe and other potential organizations and agencies. 
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