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DOC-EXEC-22-09-13
Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network
                                  Document for information
Purpose of this item

· Share information about the new Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network

· Share the Terms of References (Annex 1)
Questions for the Executive 

· How is your organisation engaged in this region of the world?

· How should we fundraise to get funded activities for this new network?

Background information

The Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network has been created in 2021 by the following partners at equal level: the European Disability Forum (EDF) and the Arab Organization of Persons with Disabilities (AOPD). It was created to further support the region, with the need to have: (1) an organised coordination point for policy and advocacy and (2) further increase cooperation between the Mediterranean countries. The Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network aims for a fully inclusive society in the Mediterranean region with three objectives: 
· All persons with disabilities must have full access to fundamental and human rights; 
· Fully participate in decision-making and policy implementation; 

· And where all children, women and men with disabilities enjoy equal opportunities.
The region is already active with several institutions and platforms in place: 
· EU Neighbourhood work, 

· the Barcelona Process (also called the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership);
· the Union for the Mediterranean, which organised its first conference on disability in January 2022;
· Euromed Follow-Up Committee of the EESC.
This network was presented twice: 

· In July 2021 at the EESC Euromed Follow-Up Committee (by Catherine Naughton)
· In May 2022 at the EESC Euromed Summit (by Marion Steff) 
In January 2022, the Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network was invited to be a co-sponsor of the Union of the Mediterranean first conference on disability. Final report available on this link. 
Next steps

· Present the network at EDF executive meeting in Madrid in September  

· Look for funding 

· Possible organisation of a webinar with key policy makers in the fall or winter

· Possible follow-up meeting in Cairo in December during the IDA board meeting
Annex 1 – Terms of References 
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Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network
Terms of Reference

Latest version: 02nd September 2022. 

These terms of reference describe the organisation of the Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network. They will be updated regularly to reflect the outcome of the Network’s activities.

The Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network has been created in 2021 by the following partners at equal level: 

· the European Disability Forum (EDF) 

· and the Arab Organization of Persons with Disabilities (AOPD). 

The Network is also supported by the Euromed Follow-Up Committee of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) and the External Relations Section of the EESC.  

The Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network will be launched jointly in October 2021 at the next Union of the Mediterranean conference. 

Background 

Since 2006, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) has given

the global disability movement a strong legal framework to advocate for the rights of persons with disabilities. In 2015, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development provided a renewed framework to advocate for the implementation and the monitoring of the CRPD, with an ambitious, universal and inclusive vision. The 2030 Agenda and accompanying Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) were an unprecedented opportunity for organisations of persons with disabilities (DPOs) to unite around a common equity and inclusion agenda. 

In the Mediterranean region, EDF and AODP have been working closely together on two projects – Musawa I and Musawa II - from 2009 to 2015 to influence national and regional development plans, policies and budgets. EDF and AODP are both members of the International Disability Alliance (IDA). They noticed a real demand for Mediterranean countries to come together and work on common challenges in the monitoring of the CRPD and the successful implementation of the SDGs. The region is already quite active with initiatives of the European Union in its neighbourhood work, the Barcelona Process (also called the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership) which laid the foundations for what came to be the Union for the Mediterranean as wellas the work of Euromed Follow-Up Committee of the EESC. 

Aim and activities

The Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network aims for a fully inclusive society in the Mediterranean region. All persons with disabilities must have full access to fundamental and human rights; fully participate in decision-making and policy implementation; and where all children, women and men with disabilities enjoy equal opportunities.

The Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights network is an open network structured around the following activities: 

· Policy dialogue: The purpose is to gather input and views from DPOs members of the network to support the implementation and the monitoring of the CRPD in the Euromed region. The Network will focus on all policy themes relevant to the region, in particular common challenges faced, climate justice, refugees and conflicts. 

· Coordination and representation: The purpose is to enhance the participation of DPOs in decision-making processes, for a stronger political and policy impact at the Euromed level. The Network will build on the expertise, capacities, experience and alliances of the network’s members.

· Knowledge and good practices: The purpose is to share information. The Network will have an online presence on EDF and ADOP’s websites to feature policy papers, published studies and events relevant to the rights of persons with disabilities in the Euromed region. 

Governance

The Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network is governed by a Steering Committee made of EDF and AODP. The members appointed are two executive board members from each organisation (for a total of 4 individuals).  

The Steering Committee will work on enhancing regional cooperation and dialogue in the region, with national DPOs members appointed to follow-up on relevant files.

Countries represented in the network 

The countries represented in the Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network are all the countries member of AODP and EDF. They have all signed the UN CRPD, except Palestine and Syria. 

Reporting 

The Network will meet two to three times online and physically when possible. A report of these meetings will be made available online as well as an annual report. 

Contact

· Yannis Vardakastanis, President of EDF: communication@esaea.gr 

· Nawaf Kabbara, President of AODP:  nawafk@cyberia.net.lb 
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