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EDF Committee on Human Rights and Non-Discrimination
Annex 3 - Update on ongoing activities at European level
Human Rights Committee meeting – 19 November 2022

Document for information 
Legislative work 
EDF is following several important legislative proposals related to equality, access to justice, human rights, for persons with disabilities. They are: 
· Horizontal Equal Treatment Directive 

· Directive on combating violence against women and domestic violence 

· Regulation on digitalisation of cross-border judicial cooperation and access to justice 

· Pay Transparency Directive 

· Revision of the Victims’ Rights Directive 

· Upcoming directives on standards for equality bodies 

· Upcoming proposal on the protection of vulnerable adults in cross-border situation, and potential ratification of the 2000 Hague Convention 

Country review by Group of Experts on Action against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO) 
Background

GREVIO is the independent expert body responsible for monitoring the implementation of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention) by the Parties.

EDF advocates for the ratification of the Istanbul Convention by the EU and all European countries. EDF also support members in reporting to GREVIO about implementation of the Istanbul Convention and issues faced by women and girls with disabilities victims of gender-based violence. 

More information: 

· EDF webpage on the Istanbul Convention
· Recording of EDF Webinar on the Istanbul Convention and reporting to GREVIO
Review process and upcoming country for review

The review process of the Istanbul Convention is composed of 6 steps: 

· Step 1 - Reporting to GREVIO and information gathering

· Step 2 - Consideration of the state report in the context of an evaluation visit

· Step 3 - Preparing the draft GREVIO report

· Step 4 - Preparing and adopting the GREVIO report

· Step 5 - Publication and dissemination of the GREVIO report

· Step 6 - Follow-up to the GREVIO report

Organisations of persons with disabilities and of women with disabilities can participate in the process, with the support of EDF. Participation is very important to ensure that the issues faced by victims with disabilities are included in the review. 

Upcoming countries for review 

In 2023, the GREVIO will publish the final baseline evaluation reports of the first procedure (2016-2023).  

The evaluated countries will be: 

· September 2023: Greece, Croatia and Luxembourg 
· November 2023: Ireland and North Macedonia 
Campaign against draft additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention
The Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe adopted earlier this year a decision to suspend the adoption of the draft additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention until end of 2024. It requested the Steering Committee on Bioethics (CD-BIO) to provide two deliverables: 

· Draft recommendations on voluntary practices 

· Report on the jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights related to involuntary treatment and placement in psychiatry

The Secretariat of CD-BIO commissioned a consultant to work on principles for the recommendations on voluntary practices and based on this work it prepared draft recommendations. EDF continues to follow this work closely. An EDF delegation attended the meeting of the CD-BIO in Strasbourg on November 2022. 
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