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EDF Executive Committee 2022-2026 Division of Responsibilities 
“Responsibilities in EDF work and representation in external bodies”

Names and contacts of the Executive members and their roles
The role of the Executive is defined in articles 22, 23 and 24 of the Statutes of EDF, as well as in the articles 12 of its Internal Rules. This document elaborates each person’s contact details, and their specific roles in relation to internal working groups, policy areas and external representation. 

It is developed to assist the secretariat in reaching out directly to executive members for their specific work areas. 

	Name
	Role and representation in external bodies

	Yannis Vardakastanis

President

	Role: EDF President 

· Responsible on the overall leadership of EDF;

· To chair the meetings of the General Assembly, the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee.

· To supervise, on behalf of the Executive Committee, the activities of the Secretariat;

EDF external representation in:

· To represent EDF at high level external meetings and events;
· EDF representative at EU and UN level;
· Executive Committee Focal point for Civil Society Europe 
· Disability Intergroup of the European Parliament.
· Focal point for the Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network 

Policy areas: 

· All new emerging policy areas until they are allocated to another members
· European Structural Funds and Semester process.
· EU electoral reform and EU elections.

· Elected President of the International Disability Alliance

	Pat Clarke

Vice-President

	Role : EDF Vice President 
· To perform the duties of the President if the President is absent or unable to act.
· Oversight on Finance
· Chair of EDF email expert group on Council of Europe
· Vice Chair of the EDF Committee on human rights and non-discrimination
· Person of trust for human resources issues for the secretariat

EDF external representation in:

· Council of Europe
· OSCE – ODIHR Advisory Panel on the political participation of persons with disabilities
Policy areas:

· Political participation
· Inclusive Employment 
· Mental health and bioethics
· Legal capacity, and related issues such as the Hague Convention 

	Gunta Anca

Vice-President

	Role:  EDF Vice President

· To perform the duties of the President if the President is absent or unable to act.

EDF external representation in:

· Work on human rights in Russian speaking countries in Europe
· Disability Platform
· European Civil Aviation Conference, Facilitation sub-group on PRM
Policy areas include: 
· Ukraine programme and advocacy
· Passenger’s rights, 
· Accessibility in transport 
· Accessibility of the built environment 
Chair of EDF expert groups on transport and build environment-

	Ana Pelaez

General Secretary

	Role:  Secretary 

Responsible for:

· Chair of the EDF Membership and Credentials Committee;
· Supervision of the register of the minutes of the different Governing bodies;
· Monitoring of procedures followed by the Governing bodies are in compliance with the statutes and internal rules;

EDF external representation
· Disability Platform
· UN Commission on the Status of Women
Policy areas: 

· Ensuring that the rights of women, children and older people with disabilities is mainstreamed throughout EDFs work

· Sustainable Development Goals 

	Maureen Piggot

Treasurer
	Role EDF Treasurer

Responsible for:

· Chairing the EDF Finance Committee;
· Supervising the work of the Secretariat regarding financial matters in cooperation with EDF president and Vice President (Pat Clarke)
· Presentation of financial interim reports to the Board;
· Presentation of the final accounts for adoption to the Board and approval to the General Assembly;
· Supervising financially EDF’s involvement in projects.

Policy areas include: 
· Children with disabilities and early-childhood development
· Inclusive education
· De-institutionalisation
· Supporting the EDF secretariat in Safeguarding issues (reviewing our policy, staff training)

	Thorkild Olesen 

Member of the Executive Committee


	Member without portfolio.
EDF internal roles: 

· Chair of the Standardisation email expert group.

Policy areas: 

· passengers rights 
· disability card and parking card 
· accessibility 
· International cooperation (engagement with African, capacity building of DPOs in the global south, UN advocacy and the SDGs)
EDF external representation in:

· EU jury for the Access City Awards 



	Nadia Hadad

 Member of the Executive Committee


	Member without portfolio. 
Responsible for:

· Chair on Committee on Social Policy and Inclusion proposal
· Chair of e-mail expert group on climate action and the EU Green Deal
EDF external representation in: 
· European Disability Expertise (EDE)
· Fundamental Rights Agency 
Policy areas include: 

· Independent living 
· Research 
· International Cooperation
· Climate action, EU Green Deal and Just Transition
· Disaster Risk Reduction and Preparedness 


	Vera Bonvalot

Member of the Executive Committee


	Member without portfolio

Roles: 

· Substitute for the youth committee, Focal point for EDF working group on health
Policy areas: 
· Employment.
· Youth
· International cooperation
· People with high support needs 


	Pirkko Mahlamaki

Member of the Executive Committee


	Member without portfolio. 
Responsible for:

· Chair of the EDF women’s committee (suggested by Ana, Pirkko did  also proposed her in motivation etter)
Policy areas include:

· Mainstreaming gender equality and women’s rights in EDF’s work
· Research issues
· Access to justice and victims’ rights

EDF external representation in:

· European Womens Lobby 

	Humberto Insolera

Member of the Executive Committee


	Member without portfolio. 
Responsible for:

· Chair of Email expert group on ICT

· Focal point for the EDF youth committee

Policy areas include: 

· Accessibility and ICT

· Youth policies.

· Culture, sport and tourism.

	Klaus Lachwitz

Member of the Executive Committee


	Member without portfolio.
Responsible for:

· Chair of the EDF committee on Human rights and non-discrimination
External representation 

· EDF representative in IDA Board
· Global Disability Summit in Germany 
· UN CRPD Committee 
Policy areas include:

· Human rights

· Access to justice 


Board members following specific topics: Giampiero Griffo- Humanitarian Action
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