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DOC-BOARD-23-03-05
CRPD update including the CRPD committee elections 2024
Document for discussion
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this item is to update the Board about the CRPD, including the CRPD Committee elections of 2024. 
Questions for the Board
· Do you have comments on how EDF engages with the CRPD Committee? 

· Should EDF maintain its efforts to support the nomination and election of European candidates in the CRPD Committee? Do you have updates on nomination of candidates by your country? 
Background information

EDF regularly engages with the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD Committee) in relation to countries’ review and consultations, for example on the production of General Comments and guidelines. 

The Committee is composed of 18 independent experts nominated and elected by States parties to the CRPD every two years. 
In the last election to the CRPD Committee no candidate from the EU was elected. Consequently, as of January 2023, there is no EU member of the Committee, and the only European committee member is Markus Schefer (Switzerland), elected until 2026.

CRPD Committee related activities 

EDF follows the following activities of the CRPD Committee: 
· Consultation on the General Comment on Article 11: EDF made a written submission and oral statement during the General Day of Discussion on 7th of March. 

· Country reviews: EDF supports its members in the preparation of the review of their countries by the CRPD Committee, together with the International Disability Alliance. In addition, we submit informative notes prior to each session to provide information on European wide issues that are relevant for the review of European countries. 

· EU review: EDF follows closely the review of the EU by the CRPD Committee. The EU will submit its replies to the List of Issues prior to reporting in April 2023. The dialogue and adoption of concluding observations should take place in 2024 (to be confirmed). We will prepare an updated alternative report and support and coordinate EDF members that are also participating.
· Opening of the session of the Committee: when relevant EDF participates in the opening of the sessions of the CRPD Committee by delivering a statement. At the opening of the session of March 2023, EDF was represented by Pat Clarke. 
CRPD elections 

The next elections for the CRPD Committee will take place in June 2024, during the annual conference of State Parties to the CRPD (COSP). 

For candidates to have a chance to be elected, they should be nominated by their country in the Spring 2023, in order to be able to start campaigning in New York during the COSP in June 2023 – a year before the elections. 

Past EDF’s actions 

In the past, EDF has frequently advocated on the CRPD elections: 

· For the nomination of qualified women with disabilities (in times when the gender balance was very poor- once at 17 men to 1 women). 

· For the nomination of candidates for the EU

· For the nomination of an EU candidate

During the last two elections, our member DPOD succeeded to have a qualified women with disability (Sif Holst) nominated by Denmark, and EDF supported her candidacy. This has not led to the election of candidates from EU countries. 

Purpose of having European experts  

It could remain important for the disability movement in Europe to see qualified candidates from European/EU countries to be elected to the CRPD Committee for the following reasons: 

· Ensure that the Committee understand the EU legal and policy framework during the reviews of the EU and Member States 

· Geographical balance and having the European perspective and European issues more easily included in the work of the Committee 

· Improve the views European countries have about the CRPD Committee
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