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DOC-BOARD-23-03-07
Council Presidencies
                                      Document for discussion
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this item is to update the Board on our and the members’ work on the Council and its Presidencies, both the current and upcoming ones. Members with current and upcoming Presidencies will be given the floor to present directly to the Board. 
Questions for the Board 
· Do you have any additional points on the Council and its Presidencies?

· Do you have any feedback on your work or the work of EDF with the Council and its priorities?
Introduction 

The Presidency of the Council of the European Union is a 6-months rotating Presidency. Currently, the Presidency is held by Sweden. We have a regular item at the Board meetings for members to present their work on the Presidencies and report back from our Peer exchange meetings on the Presidencies which usually take place twice a year. Those Peer exchanges also include future Presidencies and EDF is offering support in planning events, influencing decision-makers, and access Presidency funding for example to organize EDF conferences and governing body meetings.

Upcoming Presidencies:

· Spain (July – December 2023)

· Belgium (January – June 2024)

· Hungary (July – December 2024)

· Poland (January – June 2025)

· Denmark (July – December 2025)

A full list can be found on the website of the Council. 
Current presidency: Sweden
Sweden begins its third presidency of the Council of the EU. The presidency decided to focus its work on four priorities: security – unity, competitiveness, green and energy transition, democratic values and the rule of law. There is no concrete focus on disability rights but there are some relevant events and initiatives that EDF will try to follow and influence. The full Presidency Programme can be found here. 
We decided to draw attention to the Artificial Intelligence Directive and its impact on the disability community with our conference in Stockholm on 31 March, but we are also working on many other files that will hopefully advance during the Presidency, such as the Directives on Standards for Equality Bodies, the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive, or the Trans-European Networks Regulation (TEN-T). 
Future presidencies: Spain, Belgium, Hungary, Poland, and Denmark
Sweden ends the current Presidency trio, and the new trio with Spain-Belgium-Hungary will start in July. Spain has already expressed its interest in advancing on many social procedures, being particularly interested in the AccessibleEU launch, and the future EU Disability Card. The main legislative procedures that will cover the period of the Spanish Presidency are:

· Horizontal Non-Discrimination Directive (COM 2008/426): The proposal is still blocked in the Council. There has been little movement under the French and Czech presidencies. 
· Disability Employment Package: 2023 will see the launch of measures 3, 4 and 6 of the Package, that is Guidelines on Reasonable Accommodation, a manual for managing chronic diseases and preventing the risk of acquiring disabilities and a study and recommendations on improving the employment for persons with disabilities through quality sheltered employment models.
· EU Disability Card: The proposal for a European Disability Card, whether a Directive or Regulation, will be launched in the second semester of 2023, during the Spanish presidency. 

· The Proposal for a Regulation laying down harmonised rules on artificial intelligence, also known as Artificial Intelligence Act, will continue to be addressed by the Parliament and Council in 2023, with high chances of it being approved.
· The European Commission will probably launch a new proposal on multimodal Passengers’ Rights in July 2023
Resources

For those who would like to refresh their knowledge on how to work with the Council Presidencies you can find more information in a webinar for EDF members we organized in 2020. A recording and transcript are now available on the EDF website.

See also our Guide on Council Presidencies which was published in 2021. 
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