[image: image1.jpg]Avenue des Arts 7-8 Tel+3223290059 info@edf-feph.org
B1210 Brussels - Belgium Fax+322329 0059 www.edf-feph.org



[image: image2.png]EUROPEAN
DISABILITY

FORUM






   
DOC-EXEC-23-01-03
CRPD Committee elections
                    Document for information and discussion
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this item is to update the Executive Committee about the 2024 CRPD Committee elections and discuss strategies for the election of European candidates. 
Questions for the executive Committee 

· Is it highly valuable to have European candidates in the CRPD committee? What are your views? (Both for EDF but also for our members in Europe. )
· Should EDF maintain its efforts to support the nomination and election of European candidates in the CRPD Committee? If so, do you agree with the proposed actions? 

Background: CRPD Committee composition and 2024 elections 
In the last election to the CRPD Committee no candidate from the EU was elected. Consequently, as of January 2023, there is no EU member of the Committee, and the only European committee member is Markus Schefer (Switzerland), elected until 2026. 

Without EU member(s), the Committee has less expertise to examine EU and European related issues, which can impact the review of EU Member States and the upcoming review of the EU. 
The next elections for the CRPD Committee will take place in June 2024, during the annual conference of State Parties to the CRPD (COSP). 
For candidates to have a chance in the elections, they should be nominated by their country in the Spring 2023, in order to be able to start campaigning in New York during the COSP in June 2023 – a year before the elections. 
Past EDF’s actions 

In the past, EDF has frequently advocated on the CRPD elections: 

· For the nomination of qualified women with disabilities (in times when the gender balance was very poor- once at 17 men to 1 women). 

· For the nomination of candidates for the EU

· For the nomination of an EU candidate

During the last two elections, our member DPOD succeeded to have a qualified women with disability (Sif Holst) nominated by Denmark, and EDF supported her candidacy. This has not led to the election of candidates from EU countries. 
Proposed actions 

It could remain important for the disability movement in Europe to see qualified candidates from European/EU countries to be elected to the CRPD Committee for the following reasons: 

· Ensure that the Committee understand the EU legal and policy framework during the reviews of the EU and Member States 
· Geographical balance and having the European perspective and European issues more easily included in the work of the Committee 

· Improve the views European countries have about the CRPD Committee

Reflecting on the past actions and on successful campaigns from other candidates (e.g. Marks Schefer) EDF could explore the following actions: 
1. Invite Markus Schefer as member from Switzerland to present the importance to nominate EU candidates and the election process to EU Member States representatives at the next Disability Platform meeting; in particular it will be useful for the EU, member states and DPOs to hear the level of support the Swiss government gives to the campaign. 
2. Map out countries who may be more likely to provide political and financial support to their candidates and explore their interests in nominating qualified candidates (with support from EDF members) – this means for example looking at countries who have campaigners for UN Treaty bodies elections in Geneva and New York, countries who do not have candidates for other UN Treaty bodies and/or the Human Rights Council 
3. Organise an informal exchange between the European Commission, EDF and Markus Schefer on possibility to have an EU candidate, for example from a country who may be less likely to support financially their candidate, but which support could be provided by the EU (advocacy for sufficient resources will be needed) – with a focus on Eastern European countries that have been under-represented in the Committee 
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